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Editorial

Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General

The relevant role of the Ombudsman General
When I was elected 16th President General
International in 2016, I presented 10 points that
became part of the strategic planning of our Society,
prioritizing the areas of training & formation,
communication, youth and management.

In the six years of our mandate, some 50 cases from
all continents have been dealt with. In 95% of the
cases, the reported problems are resolved within
three months, which demonstrates the agility of this
service, despite the complexity of many issues.

In addition to these points, I proposed the creation
of the service of the Ombudsman General, until then
a novelty for the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. In
general, the Ombudsman is endowed with autonomy
and independence to act as a bridge to the outside.
By definition, the Ombudsman General is in charge
of mediation and conflict resolution, receiving
suggestions, criticisms, complaints, congratulations
and various comments.

And thank God this idea worked, and today not only
is this service consolidated but we are proposing the
inclusion of this department in the Statutes of the
Confederation, which will be reviewed in June 2023.

As president of a Central Council of my city, between
2006 and 2010, I had the first experience of
implementing a Vincentian mediation & ombudsman
service, with excellent results. Motivated by the
success of this project, I took the initiative to the
international level.
In the case of the Council General International, our
Ombudsman is brother Alfons Ten Velde, from the
Netherlands, who has done fruitful work since then.

In the case of complaints and denunciations, it is
requested that, in the first instance, these contacts
be made with the National Council of each country. If
the complaint is not resolved at the local level, after
all possible stages of negotiation and mediation have
been exhausted, recourse may be referred to the
Council General.
The Ombudsman General always acts with respect,
charity and proactivity in all the cases analyzed, so
that we create a truly fraternal atmosphere within
our own institution.
The Ombudsman’s e-mail address is
cgi.ombudsman@ssvpglobal.org.

In the six years of
our mandate, some
50 cases from all
continents have been
dealt with. In 95% of
the cases, the reported
problems are resolved
within three month

Brother Alfons Ten Velde
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election
pgi
comunicación

/ divulgación

Announcement to Members of the
Council General of the Forthcoming
Election of the 17th President General
To: Presidents of All Superior (National) Councils, Assimilated and Associated Councils
Dear President,
As Vice President General, it is
my duty under Article 3.6 of our
International Statutes to formally
advise you as members of the
Council General that the term of
office of our esteemed brother,
Renato Lima de OLIVEIRA, the 16th
President General, will expire in
September 2023 having been extended
by one year because of Covid with the
approval of IEC and that an election to determine his
successor will take place at the General Assembly in
Rome on 13 June 2023 with the candidate elected
assuming office on the Feast of Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, 9 September 2023.
May I remind you that it is your responsibility to
inform all Councils, Conferences and members in
your Councils circumscription of the forthcoming
election and to ensure that they have sufficient
knowledge of the election process to enable them to
“feel intimately involved in it “(as the Commentary
to Article 3.3 of the Statutes puts it).
Article 3.3 highlights the fact that the President
General is elected by all the members of the Society
(represented by the Presidents of Superior (National),
Assimilated and Associated Councils) who exercise
this right on their own behalf and on behalf of the
members they represent.
I will send you shortly a copy of the “ELECTORAL
RULES “, a document which your Council will find
helpful in understanding the election process.

In the spirit of Article 3.3, Presidents are asked
to encourage an appropriate consultation
of all the members of the Society
to ensure that they are as closely
involved in the election as possible.
It is understood that members may
not know individual candidates, but
they may, for instance, indicate the
qualities they wish the President
General to have.
As the Commentary to Article 3.3 makes clear,
after bearing the views of members in mind and after
a period of prayer to the Holy Spirit for guidance ,
the Presidents will vote for the person “they consider
will best promote the Society’s mission to the poor ,
the spiritual development of members, the profound
unity and organisational effectiveness of the Society”
A concern for social justice, good relations with
the Church, the Vincentian Family and civil society,
ecumenism should also be evident in candidates.
It is recommended that at each Conference meeting
between now and the election there will be a prayer
offered by members seeking the guidance of the Holy
Spirit for the electors on which candidate to support
in the election. I attach one example of a suitable
prayer which may be used but members are free
to use their own prayer or to use the Veni Creator
Spiritus as was traditional in the Society. But I would
emphasise the importance of praying for guidance
that the right choice is made.
Yours fraternally,
T. Joseph Pandian
Chairman of the Electoral Board
Paris – 15/06/2022

PRAYER
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international activities

“All Africa Assembly 2022”
approves Letter of Nairobi
There were three days of intense debates on current issues
It has been exactly seven years since the International
Confederation of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul,
whose roots are based on being a group of friends
rendering selfless service to humanity according
to the Gospel, organized its “All
Africa Assembly”, which took
place in 2015 in South Africa.
Following its positive results, it led
to this year’s assembly, which has
been a success and took place in
complete harmony.
There was turn up of concerned
leaders in the African regions
comprising of Africa 1-2-3 and
Middle East & North Africa
(MENA), their zonal coordinators,
International Territorial Vicepresidents (ITVPs), international
observers and as well as Council
General International officials
of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul that showed a remarkable

commitment to service and defense of faith amidst
all odds hence they journeyed down from their
respective national councils to attend the slated “All
Africa Assembly 2022” between the 20th July to the
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“All Africa Assembly 2022” approves
Letter of Nairobi

end of 23rd July, 2022 at the Dimesse Sisters Centre
in the beautiful city of Nairobi, Kenya.
This all-important event which was carefully planned,
organized, and well carried out with the theme
“Transformative Advocacy: Serving a Changing
Africa” in a post-pandemic era was hosted by
National Council of Kenya (Africa 1 Zone 2). Under
a young leadership from brother Urbanus Kinuthia,
Kenya assumed this responsibility within the shortest
space of time as approved by the 16th President
General International, brother Renato Lima de
Oliveira: they ensured no stone was left unturned to
provide a comfy environment for a smooth delegate’s
participation at the meeting.
A total number of 100 participants were in attendance:
the breakdown is as follows: 41 national presidents,
zonal coordinators, 4 ITVPs, international observers,
7 members of the Council General International and
Vincentians of the national Council of Kenya. The
program of event was planned for 4 days: 3 days
event with 1 day of local visits.
In the fore going, the arrival of four ITVPs from Africa
and Local Organizing Committees (LOC) on the 16th
and 17th July 2022 was a thoughtful approach to
received and officially welcome the grand arrival
of the 16th President General International of the

Urbanus Kinuthia, National President of SSVP Kenya

Society on the 18th July 2022 and other members
of the delegation on 19th July 2022 following. Some
highlights:
19th July 2022
Also coincidentally recorded meeting housing
Presidential visit in a tête-à tête with the National
Council of Kenya on issues (300 SSVP brothers and
sisters) and reaching a cognitive resolution amidst
Holy Mass celebration and PGI meeting with the
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“All Africa Assembly 2022” approves
Letter of Nairobi

Presiding officers – All Africa Assembly

Bishop of Ngong Catholic Diocese, Rev. John Oballa
Owaa.
20th July 2022
Being the 1st day of the assembly featured eventful
activities to engage members with such as Opening
Mass by Fr. Stephen Omondi And Fr. Humpreys
Makokha CM, welcome remarks by the National
Council of Kenya, brother Urbanus Kinuthia, and
keynote addresses from 1st Vice President General

Deputy – Joseph Makwinja and PGI – Renato Lima de
Oliveira. The day’s activity also contained celebrating
the Vincentian Charism with a presentation from Fr.
Humpreys Makokha CM while Joseph Makwinja 1st
Vice-president General Deputy gave the progress
report after the last All Africa Assembly (AAA 2015).
All the ITVPs took turns to give reports of work in
their regions. Networking and coffee breaks were
used to acclimatize the vicinity.
21st July 2022
The 2nd day of AAA,
ushered in Holy
celebration, presentations
on existing and emerging
issues in Africa: “Migration
and Internally displaced
persons in Africa” from the
guest speaker Dee Dungy
(Jesuits Services Kenya); as
a renowned scholar Dee
took participants through
the shores of randomly
African countries of
Rwanda, Somalia, Ethiopia
to give a well-meaning
lecture of understanding
to the pains these victims
experience. Another
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“All Africa Assembly 2022” approves
Letter of Nairobi

guest speaker, Wilson
Mosbey (Kenyatta National
Hospital Nairobi) presented
participants with a dignified
health talk on cancer and
its management.
The members were
enthusiastically enriched with
captivating lecture expositions
from other speakers at the
event such as Joseph Pandian,
Vice-president General, on
“Systemic Change”. “Gender
Mainstreaming and Youth
Participation” by Fred Olweny
(NGO CORAT). Thereafter,
general discussions on the
day’s topics – moderated
by ITVPs – were intensively conducted together with
commentary from National Presidents on the role of the
SSVP in addressing emerging issues in Africa.
22nd July 2022
The day 3 of the meeting commenced with rising
of delegates to prepare a new day; the highlighted
program followed suite from speakers: presentation
by CIAD by brother Pius Ehiagwina, and “Twinning,

Aggregation and Institution” by sister Josephine
Obomighie. All the ITVPs moderated the open
session for National Presidents remarks. “Effective
communication within Superior Councils in Africa”
from brother Joseph Makwinja. Remarks by CGI
Board members and PGI talk with lots of slides about
the last six years of this mandate.
Another highlight was the reading of the resolutions
from the Assembly
(called
“Letter
of
Nairobi”). This was
taken by the 1st Vice
P re s i d e n t G e n e ra l
D e p u t y, b r o t h e r
Joseph Makwinja.
About which country
will host the AAA
2027, the PGI gave a
final move to set up
committee to discuss
on. After this, the
ITVPs performed the
concluding remarks.
South African National
C o u n c i l P re s i d e nt ,
brother Peter Keshwar
(Africa 2), gave the
vote of thanks with a
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“All Africa Assembly 2022” approves
Letter of Nairobi

Apostolic Blessing of Pope Francis

gift presentation to CGI Board from National Council
of Kenya. An official picture (family) was taken.
23rd July 2022
After a long 3 day of meeting, SSVP members
visited local sites, markets, institutional places, and
Vincentian services in the metropolis of Nairobi
City, catching the glimpse of the city’s historic and
structural embellishments.
24th July 2022
A Thanksgiving Mass was celebrated at the Regina
Caeli Catholic Parish, Karen, to bring an official close
of the Assembly. All delegates travelled back to their
various Councils of origin.
Other highlights and prayers
Youth formation and increase in membership.
Effective communication and support to achieve
projects. Prayer for credible election of the 17th PGI
next year.
Final notes
“This AAA was the best of all, because in it we were
able to debate really fundamental issues for the
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National Councils. The Council General is very happy
to be able to be, always more and more, close to all
the countries. I was extremely happy with the final
result, and especially with the Letter of Nairobi, which
will guide Vincentian actions in Africa until 2027,
when a new Assembly will be held”, emphasized
President Lima de Oliveira.
Appreciation
The PGI on behalf of the Council appreciated
everyone’s show of commitment to make the “All
Africa Assembly 2022” a unique and unforgettable
meeting with special thanks to the Dimesse Sisters
Centre (smooth internet connection, good food and
nice accommodation), translators (for providing
language support) and National Council of Kenya
(president brother Urbanus Kinuthia and team) who
took the bull by the horn and ensured a smooth,
safe, and successful planning and implementation of
meeting engagement in his home council – Nairobi
Kenya. In his words, the PGI noted: “Brother Urbanus,
I don’t know your mother or father, but they have

given values and high education for you. And I thank
them for that”.
Lots of pictures and daily synthesis are available on
CGI webpage. Click here to read:
Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Weekend
Nairobi’s Letter
Thanks to sister Patricia Oluchi ONUOHA, from
Nigeria, for all chronicles written.
Chronicle “All Africa” and presentations
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PGI meeting with Angolan members

Africa: New Institutional Visit of the
President General to Two Countries
Angola and Sao Tome and Principe hosted President Renato Lima from July 25 to August 3
The Rule and Statutes of the SSVP state that the
International President General, in the exercise
of his institutional mission, is the great animator
of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. One of the
main ways of providing this motivation is through
missionary trips to the countries that are part of our
Confederation.
The 16th President General, Renato Lima de Oliveira,
visited 43 of the 153 Vincentian territories since he
took office in September 2016. It should be noted
that in the last six years our President has visited
10 of the 42 countries where the SSVP is present in
Africa.
Between July 25th and August 3rd, President Lima de
Oliveira visited Angola and Sao Tome and Principe,
two Portuguese-speaking African countries. This visit
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Africa: New Institutional Visit of the
President General to Two Countries

followed his participation in the
All Africa Assembly (ALL AFRICA
ASSEMBLY - 2022), held in Kenya.
In Nairobi, the President General
had the opportunity to address
300 members from all over the
country for an afternoon of
formation.
“You only really know Africa when
you go to Africa. When we see the
reality and understand the needs,
we will be able to better orientate
the global solidarity action of the
General Council, focusing on what
is the highest priority in the fields
of health, education, employment,
etc. The strengthening of the
national councils is another line
of action that we are developing,
because, in this way we will
revitalise
the
Conferences,”
stressed Renato Lima.

Meeting with the Auxiliary Bishop of Luanda, Angola

Meeting with the Minister of Social Affairs and Family Affairs, Sao Tome and Principe

The two countries visited are
developing nations with low
social indicators and currently
do not receive support from
the Council General (CIAD, FIS,
Twinning and Strategy-25) or
from the wealthier superior
councils of our Confederation.
This type of fraternity is a tradition
in our Society, dating from the
time of its foundation, when
conferences with a comfortable
financial situation collaborate
with conferences with modest
resources.
In all countries, including Kenya,
the President General gave the
national councils the official photo
of the seven founders, Vincentian
books, music CDs, the SSVP flag
with the universal logo, the fiveyear report of the General Council,
General Council mugs, Ozanam
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Meeting with the President of the Republic of Sao Tome and Principe

medals to bishops and clergy as well as a relic of
Blessed Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam. All were very
happy with the souvenirs.

“I was treated very well in all countries. Our partners
were very kind to the President General. They
prepared everything with a lot of love. I could see it in
every detail, in every celebration,
in every event. They are a humble
but welcoming people. I can’t
thank them enough for everything
they did,” Lima de Oliveira
underlined.
Activities carried out:

Meeting with the Bishop of SaoTomé

ANGOLA (July 25-28): Visit to the
Auxiliary Bishop (Mgr Fernando
Francisco), morning of formation on
the activities of the General Council
for all the Angola conferences, visit
to the National Catholic Shrine
Our Lady of Muxima, visit to the
home of an assisted person in the
district of Palanca, meetings of
the conferences, meeting of the
National Council and meetings with
young Vincentians. The President
General received a statuette with
his image, which was a source of
great emotion.
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Africa: New Institutional Visit of the
President General to Two Countries

Meeting with SSVP Youth from Sao Tome and Principe

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE (July 29 – August 3):
Liturgical celebrations, interview at the “Jubilee”
Catholic Radio station,, audience with Bishop
Emeritus (Monsignor Manuel Antonio), talk and
visit to the conferences, home visits to assisted and
persons, audience with the President of the Republic

(Carlos Manuel Vila Nova) and the Minister of
Solidarity (Adlander Matos), meetings with priests,
working meeting with the National Council, meetings
with the Vincentian youth, visit to the St. Anthony
Day Centre and convivial dinner.

PGI talk to Brothers and sisters in Sao Tome and Principe
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Paris hosts the Confederation’s
annual meetings
The events were held in accordance with the Rule and French legislation.
From June 13-17, the Council General International
held the annual plenary meeting of our Confederation
in Paris, France. The venue was the Congregation of
the Holy Spirit’s Welcome Center, a retreat house
located in the south of the French capital. The
meetings were organized by the Secretary General,
sister Marie-Françoise Salesiani-Payet, with the
essential support of the staff of the international
headquarters. Most national presidents attended in
person, but those who were unable to participate
followed the meetings remotely via the “Zoom”
system. The events were broadcasted live on Ozanam
TV in four languages.
In his opening remarks, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira
emphasized the institutional role of the Council
General. He stressed that “the Council General must

be a beacon of hope, which keeps the Society united,
vigilant and always provide encouragement. We hope
all that we have implemented in this mandate would
be useful and well used by the superior councils, for
the benefit of providing better services to the most
needy that we serve in our conferences and social
works”.
President Lima de Oliveira added: “We live in times
of severe restrictions for everyone, especially for the
most needy. The number of poor people continues
to increase, misery is spreading in many parts of
the planet, inflation is back, the terror of war has
reappeared and, unfortunately, the message of
Christ remains unknown to a large part of humanity.
This is a challenging scenario that demands concrete
responses from our Society”.
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The first day (June 13) was the annual meeting of
the Territorial Vice-presidents, who are the “heart of
the structure” of the Council General. The 12 Vicepresidents spent the day discussing the reality of
their regions, sharing ideas and analyzing proposals
for improvement for the future. On this occasion,
among other developments, the positive results
of the mission carried out last May in Scandinavia
(Norway, Denmark, Finland, and Sweden) within the
SSVP PLUS Project were presented.

Paris hosts the Confederation’s
annual meetings

On the following days (June 14 and 15) two meetings
were held simultaneously: the Permanent Section
(formed by the Board of Directors and the Territorial
Vice-presidents) and the International Executive
Committee (formed by the 20 countries with the
largest number of Vincentians in the world). These
meetings are provided for in the Rule and International
Statutes of the SSVP and are also a requirement of
French legislation.

Brothers from SSVP India with the PGI
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Paris hosts the Confederation’s
annual meetings

During the plenary session, the departments
and commissions of the Council General
reported in detail on ongoing projects and
initiatives in the areas of formation, youth,
communication, administrative management, finances,
governance, transparency, Ombudsman General
(mediator), relations with the Vatican and the United
Nations, canonization of Ozanam, crisis in Ukraine
(strategic partnership with Depaul International), world
solidarity and the status of adherence to the logo by the
countries that form our Confederation. The Statutes
Commission concluded its two-year work by presenting
some changes that will be voted on in 2023 at the
Assembly in Rome.
Father Louis-Marie Cesbron (priest of the retreat
house itself) celebrated a Holy Mass for all present.
The Medal “Charity in Hope” was awarded to the
NGO “Fraternity without Borders”, present in eight
countries (United States, Brazil, Haiti, Senegal,
Mozambique, Madagascar, Malawi, and Congo),
which was represented by Mr. Ranieri Dias Lima,
Vice-president. With the same entity, the SSVP signed
an institutional cooperation agreement, seeking a
closer relationship between the two organizations.
The aggregations of 82 conferences and six councils
were also approved.

Holy Mass celebrated by Father Louis-Marie Cesbron

During the event, the activity
reports of the President
General, the Secretary General
and the Treasurer General
were approved, as well as
the financial reports (budget
for 2022 and forecast for
2023) and the minutes of the
previous sessions. In total, 16
resolutions were unanimously
approved, three by the
Permanent Section and 13 by
the International Executive
Committee. The plenary also
approved another series of
documents, among them the
Cultural Contest “Education
and Charity”; the Practical Guide
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Paris hosts the Confederation’s
annual meetings

“How to found a conference in seven weeks”; the
Protocol of Good Governance (the superior councils
will be encouraged to adopt it in their countries); and
an agreement of institutional cooperation with the
NGO “Fraternity without Borders”.
Before concluding the work, our Vice-president
General, Joseph Pandian, officially opened the
procedures for the election of the 17th President
General International by reading a letter informing
that, on August 13, the electoral rules will be made
public, and the Council General will be able to receive
nominations by candidates from the countries.
VINCENTIAN PILGRIMAGES
On June 16, the participants were able to take part
in two Vincentian pilgrimages. The first took place in
Paris, where they visited places related to St. Vincent
de Paul, Ozanam and the other founders. The guide
for these visits was brother Ralph Middlecamp,
President of the National Council of the United
States, author of Vincentian books and expert on
topics related to the founding of the SSVP.
Another group visited the city of Châtillon-surCharalonne (formerly “Châtillon-les Dombes”),
where St. Vincent de Paul founded, in 1617, the
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Society of the Ladies of Charity, today known as the
International Association of Charities (AIC). This visit
was led by Father Andrés Motto, CM, spiritual advisor
to the Council General International. The pilgrimage
included the participants at a formation course that
the Vincentian Family was offering that same week in
Paris. The emotion was very strong for everyone as
they participated in the Holy Mass in the same place
where, in the past, St. Vincent had his dormitory and
a small work office.
Following these events, the 16th President General,
brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, spent a few days in
Paris before his institutional trip to Scotland, during
which time he met with the staff at its headquarters,

Paris hosts the Confederation’s
annual meetings

had contacts with representatives of the Vincentian
family and visited Father Arnauld Mougin of St. Rosalie
Parish, where the Council General recently unveiled a
plaque and a bust of Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam.
“We thank all the National Councils who attended our
meetings by their presence, and we look forward to
seeing you in Rome from June 12 to 18, 2023 for the
updating of our statutes and for the great moment of
the election of the successor of brother Renato Lima,
an event that will be of great jubilation for our entire
Society,” noted Secretary General Marie-Françoise.
Click below to read:

Adopted
Resolutions

Practical Guide “How to found
a Conference in seven weeks”.

Opening speech of the President
General – Renato Lima de Oliveira

Protocol of
Good Governance

Cooperation Agreement –
Fraternity without Borders

Speech – Joseph Pandian –
Opening of the electoral process

Cultural Contest
“Education and Charity”.

Prayers for the 17th
President General
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Presentation of the Charity in Hope Medal
to the NGO Fraternity Without Borders
Este This award, given each year by the Council General International, has been awarded
to this institution, based in Brazil and established in 8 countries
The Medal was awarded online at the Annual Meetings
of the Council General International - Paris 2022. A
presentation in person will take place next November in
Brazil. Our Territorial Vice-President, member Julio Lima,
will represent the President General Renato Lima at this
event.
The following is the
speech given by the
President General
of the SSVP at this
moving ceremony,
which perfectly
narrates the purpose
of the Charity in
Hope Medal and
at the same time
describes the great
work carried out by
the award-winning
institution.

Speech of the President General on the occasion of
the awarding of the Charity in Hope Medal to the
NGO Fraternity Without Borders
“Dear brothers and sisters and dear fellow members,
Today we have the joy of receiving Mr. Ranieri
Lima Dias, International Vice-President of the NGO
“Fraternity without Borders” (FWB), who will receive
the medal “Charity in Hope - 2022 Edition” an
institution with relevant world protagonism for the
meritorious and humanitarian actions it performs,
lifting thousands of people out of poverty and social
vulnerability.
This is precisely the objective of the “Charity in Hope”
medal, launched at the beginning of our mandate in
2016. It is awarded each year to individuals or entities
with a high commitment to reducing inequalities in
the world.
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In addition to the medal, an institutional cooperation
agreement was signed between the Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul International and the NGO “Fraternity
without Borders”.
Our wish is that, in the countries where both
institutions are present, there will be a more effective
rapprochement in the realization of common projects,
so that solidarity actions may be expanded, always in
order to better serve the poorest in any part of the
world.
They currently have 74
work centers, supporting
34,000 people daily. This
allows them to provide
more than 500,000 meals
per month, in addition
to helping more than
1,000 young university
students.

Presentation of the Charity in
Hope Medal to the NGO Fraternity
Without Borders

Finally, I would like to thank once again the NGO
“Fraternity without Borders”, in the person of the
International President, Wagner Moura Gomes, and
in the person of the International Vice-President,
Ranieri Lima Dias, for having accepted our invitation.
I invite everyone to know better the FRATERNITY
WITHOUT BORDERS, by visiting the web page of the
institution

God bless you and praise
be to our Lord Jesus
Christ. Thank you very
much. A big hug.”

For his part, FWB VicePresident, Rainieri Dias,
thanked the SSVP for the
award and commented
What is the success
that the main value
of this growth? The
of
the
institution
answer is simple: they
he
represents
is
act proactively, without
fraternity, “which we
bureaucracy,
focused
also understand as a
Rainieri Dias, Vice-President of FWB
solely on the common
reflection that wants
good, especially in fields
to provoke a reaction, a
of education and the fight against disadvantaged
positive movement in others. In fact, the donations
children.
that we receive and the voluntary work of many
people who belong to our institution make it
Dear Ranieri Dias (Vice President of FWB), know that
possible for us to improve the life of the most
we, the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, are
needy. As well, this fraternity is united
the ones who gain the most from this
in the hope of obtaining a better life
association that we are inaugurating
for these people, mainly children,
today, and we ask God, in His
adolescents and elderly people”.
immense goodness, to shower
blessings on the volunteer
In addition to the awarding
friends of “Fraternity without
of the Medal, a cooperation
Borders”. We must congratulate
agreement was signed to
you for your generosity and I am
strengthen the ties of action
sure that God is very happy.
between the two institutions.
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Some highlights of my service
as President General
Six years ago, the election for international presidency took place
As President General of the Society of Saint Vincent
de Paul, I lived countless experiences, which I tried
to share intensely with the Vincentian community
through articles published in the media of the
General Council International.
I also sought, through audios messages, lectures
and photographs, to share the incredible moments
that I have experienced during the missionary and
institutional trips that I made around the world,
taking a message of unity, charity and service to all
corners of our Confederation.
In these almost six years as President General, I
keep in my memory countless events and wonderful
anecdotes, many of them still unknown to most
of the brothers and the sisters. One of them, for
example, was the strong emotion I had when I took
to Rome the documents of the possible second
miracle attributed to Blessed Antoine-Frédéric

Ozanam. I traveled in the middle of the pandemic,
still without the existence of vaccines, walking
through an entirely deserted St. Peter’s Square.
Another unforgettable moment was when I made
a home visit to a poor lady in New York (USA), who
after the prayers, thanked the presence of the
Conference in her life and began to cry because for
more than 10 years, according to her, she had not
talked to God. In Africa I was able to witness that it
is possible to do charity without money by seeking
the right partnerships and the most appropriate
social projects to lift communities out of poverty. I
received special protection from the United Nations
as if I were a head of state when I visited an African
country in the midst of a civil war. My four meetings
with Pope Francis, though brief, were also exciting.
I cannot fail to mention the hand of God at work at
the time of the purchase of the new international
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headquarters, which occurred
only six months before
the advent of the health
crisis, which during the
pandemic, would probably
not have occurred. Despite
everything, we added 3,000
new Conferences
in
that
same
period.
Another
remarkable episode
was my visit to
China, a nation
whose communist
political
regime
limits the existence
of entities such
as ours. Thanks
to the Good Lord,
we were able to
fulfill an extensive
agenda of activities
amidst protests for
democracy in Hong
Kong.

In Africa I was able to
witness that it is possible
to do charity without
money by seeking the right
partnerships

Despite everything,

leaders in several nations. I
don’t deserve any of this,
surely not (St. Luke 17, 7-10).
There would be many more
stories to tell, but I want to
tell a last one that I never
reported: on the
day of my election
in 2016, I received
a very beautiful
bouquet of flowers,
giving it to my
dear wife who was
accompanying
me at that time in
Rome. Soon after,
we went to a chapel
and deposited the
bouquet at the
feet of Our Lady,
and dedicated my
mandate to Our
Lady of Grace,
asking her to take
care of me, covering me
with her protective mantle,
freeing me from the traps
of evil, shadows and envy of
the world, making me a true
instrument of God to lead the
SSVP in the best possible way.

In these six years in office
we added 3,000 new
many asked me: how was it
possible to visit more than 40
Conferences in that
countries? I am a Brazilian civil
same period
servant and my time dedicated
to international travels was
very restricted, occurring only during weekends,
major vacations, official holidays or leave from For all these stories reported above, I consider
work. This is also something extraordinary that God myself immensely privileged and blessed by God.
allowed in my life.
The Lord Jesus has accompanied me at all times of
my life, both in joyful situations and in difficulties.
The further I went, the more I was welcomed (St. The Good Lord protects me daily, polishes my
Luke 4, 21-30). They sang Brazilian songs to me. imperfections, corrects my mistakes, calms my
They tried to speak in Portuguese with me in every heart, reduces my anxiety, takes care of my family
and makes our life projects prosper. Therefore,
country I visited.
please pray for me, so that I can move forward in
I received awards, commendations and medals in this noble mission as President General of all of you.
honor and glory of the humanitarian work that SSVP
Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira
develops around the world. They made posters with
16th International President General
my picture and wrote beautiful words of welcome
that I will never forget. I was received by political
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President General visits social housing
projects for the homeless in the United States
Social works in Florida and New York were visited
From 5 to 15 May, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira,
16th President General of the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul (SSVP), visited the United States of America
(USA) to get to know the Vincentian works focused
on housing the homeless. Furthermore, Conferences
and Councils were visited, and direct contact was
maintained with the dear American Vincentians.

Vincentian”. During the occasion, he spoke about
the achievements of the Council General, focusing
on the process of canonization of Blessed AntoineFrederic Ozanam and other advances in the fields of
formation and communication. Brother John Berry,
Regional Vice-president of the National Council of
the United States, accompanied the visit to Miami.

This trip was originally planned to take place in
January this year, but due to the peak of the cases
of the omicron variant, the travel was transferred to
May, when the pandemic, thanks to the Good Lord,
is under control, for the happiness of all humanity.

The next day it was time to visit the Sacred Heart
Conference, located in the city of Punta Gorda. It is a
Vincentian Conference formed by dozens of people,
mostly couples, and they have a beautiful spiritual
and social work. Father Jerry Kaywell has been
developing a very fruitful religious counselling with
the members of this Conference, offering everyone
a path of holiness to follow. “I was impressed
by the quality of the work being done in Punta
Gorda. I want to congratulate brother Paul Kaiser
for his leadership and for the loving way in which
he cares for the Vincentians, as this is one of the

STATE OF FLORIDA
The first stage of the trip took place in Miami, when
Renato Lima was received by the leaders of the local
Central Council, chaired by sister Claudia Luedeking.
During the festive dinner reception, the President
received a plaque with his name, as “outstanding

Meeting with brothers and sisters of Miami
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President General visits social housing
projects for the homeless
in the United States

Meeting with brothers and sisters of Punta Gorda

most important roles of a Conference president,”
stated Lima de Oliveira. All attended Holy Mass in
the Sacred Heart Parish, where a family photo was
taken.
Afterwards, the President General arrived in the
city of Saint Petersburg, where the SSVP has an
operational center called “St. Vincent de Paul
CARES” (SVDP Cares), which provides social services
to throughout three Diocesan Councils across
Central Florida. “SVDP Cares” focuses on ending
homelessness and obliterating poverty – providing
services leading them to permanent housing; and
housing itself. In this location, the Chief Executive

“Centre of Hope”, SSVP Saint Petersburg

Officer Michael Raposa presented an overview of
the organization and overall strategies established
for such social projects.
After the presentation, a delegation of Vincentians
left to visit the works related to social housing for
the homeless. The tour included: Center of Hope
(75 rooms within a former hospital operating as
a veteran shelter, transitional housing, and family
shelter), Rosalie Rendú Residences (8 apartments
for 14 homeless individuals), Ozanam Village I (30
apartments), Ozanam Village II (30 apartments),
and Ozanam Village III (30 apartments). We also
visited was the land where another building is to
be constructed and operated
as Ozanam Village IV. “I have no
words to describe how beautiful
these apartments are, all
equipped with full kitchen and
furniture, offering full dignity
to these needy people, many of
them war veterans or disabled,”
noted President Lima de Oliveira.
The next day, it was time to visit
Tampa, home of the Diocesan
Council of Tampa Bay, chaired
by Nancy Jones, totaling 50
Conferences,
1,000
active
members and dozens of special
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President General visits social housing
projects for the homeless
in the United States

Ozanam Villages

works and thrift stores. The event brought together
the main leaders of Tampa, the 6 District Councils
and the Central Council itself, in an extremely
pleasant dinner. During the event, Renato spoke
about his joining the SSVP, his journey as President
of the Council General International and the
perspectives for the end of his mandate, which ends
in September 2023. In Tampa, Renato attended Holy
Mass at Christ the King Parish, together with other
Vincentians, and his name was mentioned by the
celebrants and applauded by the community.
NEW YORK CITY
Having finished his visit to the State of Florida
(Miami, Punta Gorda, St. Petersburg and Tampa),
the 16th President General went to New York,
where he continued his Vincentian activities. In the
“city that never sleeps”, two social housing projects
for homeless and needy families were visited, both
maintained by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent
de Paul: the “Fox House”, for 12 homeless families
(women and children), and the “Elizabeth Seton
House”, for 18 low-income families (no photos were
taken inside the residences out of respect for those
being assisted). These two residences are located in
the Harlem neighborhood, in the vicinity of St. Paul
Parish. Director Matthew Janeczko and Director
Annette Rosario welcomed the President General
and explained in detail about the functioning of the
two places.

In addition to this activity, brother Renato
participated in the ordinary meeting of the Saint
Lawrence O’Toole Conference, presided over by
sister Pattie Hughes, who is also the representative of
the Council General International before the United
Nations, in the team formed by brother Ed Keane
(coordinator) and sister Teresa Abruccio (member).
Scott Miller, president of the Archdiocesan Council
(35 Conferences), is also part of this Conference.
To close the visit to the United States of America
with a “golden key”, the Archdiocesan Council
of New York held a dinner with the Vincentian
leadership of New York area, when Brother Renato
gave a talk entitled “Progress of the Council General
in the last five years”, during which he reported
on the main projects, programs and initiatives
underway at international level. The event took
place in the Parish of St. Ignatius of Loyola, and
brought together 80 people, including Vincentians,
priests and guests.
During the talk, President Lima de Oliveira
highlighted the importance of the spiritual life of
the Vincentians and good administration practices
for social works, besides, of course, the main
achievements during this mandate, such as the
expansion to seven new countries, the advances in
formation, the innovations in the communication
sector, the growth of the youth area, among other
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President General visits social housing
projects for the homeless
in the United States

Presentation of the PGI to the SSVP Central Council in Manhattan

facts. From the reaction of those present, the
presentation had a great impact, since many said
they now know the Council General much better.
At the end of the day, brother Renato Lima stressed
that, whenever he goes to the United States, he is
very well received by the Vincentian brothers and
sisters, which shows the greatness of the North
American SSVP, both in terms of leadership and in
terms of quality of charitable actions undertaken in
favour of our “friends in need”. “Giving dignity to
the homeless is essential to help them overcome
this difficult phase in their lives. Many of these
people live in loneliness, have psychological
problems, or are addicted to drugs. Most of them
have no relatives to take care of them. Therefore,
any initiative related to housing is an extraordinary
achievement of the SSVP. Congratulations to all
those who dedicate themselves to projects of this
nature,” our President-General said.
Since he began his mandate as President General,
Renato Lima has already visited the following North
American cities: New York, Long Island, Boston,
Trenton, Philadelphia, Miami, Punta Gorda, Phoenix,
St. Petersburg, Tampa, Baltimore, St. Louis, Chicago,
Madison, Washington, and Providence. In all of them
he was always accompanied by representatives
of the National Council, presided over by brother
Ralph Middlecamp.

PGI visit to the Fox project
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183rd Anniversary
of the CGI
On July 21st, 2022, the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul (SSVP) enthusiastically celebrated
the 183rd anniversary of the founding of
the Council General International (CGI), the
body in charge of overseeing the observance
of the Rule in all countries and of preserving
unity in our Institution
On July 14th, 1839, our founders approved the SSVP’s
restructuring with the subsequent establishment of
the CGI, which decision was endorsed at a General
Assembly on July 21st, 1839.
Throughout its 183 years, the CGI has faced
numerous challenges, such as epidemics, wars,
struggles and persecutions. On the other hand, the
SSVP has grown and reached impressive figures:
47,000 Conferences, 800,000 members and 30
million needy people assisted. During this period,
sixteen President Generals have been elected.
Today, 120 members from all continents hold service
positions at the Council, plus seven qualified staff
members at the new headquarters in Paris.

“It is an immense privilege, yet a great responsibility
for me, to hold the noble position of President
General, especially because I am the first from a
developing country like Brazil. I don’t deserve to
perform such a service in view of my limitations,
failures and imperfections; for this reason, I do
believe that only the Good Lord can protect us from
the snares of evil and enlighten us to make the right
decisions that will yield good fruits for the whole
Society. I am very happy, and I do hope to always
serve more and better”, stated 16th President
General, fellow member Renato Lima de Oliveira.
Let us pray for the International Board and for all the
members who render or have rendered some type of
service at the International Structure. We recognize,
on this date, not only the seven SSVP founders, but
also the first members and all those who have served
at the Council General in these 183 years, especially
those who are already in the Lord’s House.
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Visit of the 16th President General to Scotland
The President General, Renato Lima, visited Scotland from Monday, 20th June until
Saturday, 25th June 2022, accompanied by the International Territorial Vice-President
Europe I, László Könczöl
Both visitors arrived on Monday 20th June
afternoon at Edinburgh Airport. They were
welcomed at the airport by Richard Steinbach,
President of the Archdiocese of St. Andrews &
Edinburgh and Haydn Carr-Pollock, President of
West Lothian Group Council, who was the driver
of Brothers Renato and László during the entire
visit. After a joint dinner in a restaurant the guests
have been taken to their Hotel in the Old Town of
Edinburgh.
The first day of the visit, Tuesday 21st June, was
devoted to SSVP in the Archdiocese of St. Andrews
and Edinburgh. The program started with a Holy
Mass in St. Margaret’s Chapel, Gillis Centre,
Edinburgh celebrated by Archbishop Leo Cushley.
At the end of the Mass Brother Renato gave a short

talk and presented a medal on Frédéric Ozanam’s
beatification to the Archbishop. After the Mass an
Extraordinary National Council meeting followed
with a warm welcome to General President Renato
and ITVP László. The main topics of the meeting
were power point presentations of the National
President, Danny Collins, on actual activities
of SSVP Scotland and of PGI Renato on SSVP
worldwide. The latter was supplemented by a
short presentation on the Scandinavian Mission by
László. After lunch Renato and László attended a
joint meeting of three Conferences, which reported
on their close cooperation namely St. Gregory
the Great, St. John Vianney and St. Catherine of
Alexandria, Gracemount, where the meeting was
held, with members from all parishes attending.
Later this evening a short movie about this day
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Visit of the 16th President General
to Scotland

Mary’s parish church in Calton
to meet the deaf conference
of the SSVP - St Vincent’s Deaf
Conference - where Renato was
helped to make conversation
with the members through
sign language (British Sign
Language) by brother Maguire
and sister Liz Ann followed by a
short tour of the church itself.

Meeting at the National Council

could be watched on TV, since two young staff
members of “Sancta Familia Media” escorted the
visitors during the entire visit, broadcasting live
all main ceremonies and making all the pictures of
the trip.

Another drive took the
visitors to the Louise Project
on the south side of Glasgow
called ‘The Space’ and there
met Margo Uprichard the
project manager who explained that the project was
community-based working with the people from the
Romany community now living in Glasgow to improve
literacy and integration into their new environment. A
following stop saw the group meet with the Daughters
of Charity house in Pollokshields for a light buffet (3
courses!) and a chance of a rest. The final event of
a very busy day was the mass at Blessed John Duns
Scotus where the St Francis Pipe Band welcomed the
group into the church. Mass was said by Archbishop
William Nolan at the end of which Brother Renato
presented the gift of a medal to the Archbishop. A get
together in the church hall nearby with the members
of the society completed the event.

On Wednesday 22 June a visit to the Archdiocese
of Glasgow was on the programme. The first stop
was at the home of Brother Vincent Lamour,
a retired member of 56 years’ service now
celebrating his 100th birthday. This was followed
by a visit to the SSVP National Office that allowed
Renato and László to meet and chat with the office
manager and staff based there and after this all
of them moved to a local restaurant for lunch. A
short drive from the National
Office brought the guests to the
Frederic Ozanam Centre situated
in the centre of Glasgow. This
facility offers a change of clothing
to needy people in the area on
Thursdays and soon to reopen
a cafeteria on Sundays, both
staffed by SSVP members and
volunteers. Two members were
on hand to give the group a short,
guided tour of the premises and
a user of the centre had been
invited along to give a different
perspective on the centre from
the user’s standpoint. Leaving
here the group then headed to St Church of Blessed John Duns Scotus. Glasgow
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displaying self-made Posters
with biblical text passages and
images. The Mass was followed
by a buffet in the Church Hall
including gift giving to the
guests.
The final day of the visit, Friday
24th June, was again in the
Archdiocese of St Andrews &
Edinburgh. The morning started
with a tour through Scottish
Parliament and a talk with MSP
Angela Constance on social
issues. Then the Vincentians
drove to Rosewell, where they
visited St. Joseph’s Homes,
a work in Vincentian spirit
supporting people with learning
disabilities. The day ended
with Holy Mass at St Patrick’s
Cathedral in Edinburgh and
unveiling the 175th Anniversary
Plaque of the first conference
in Scotland by PGI Renato. The
next day Brothers Renato and
László have been taken to the
airport, where they had flights
to their respective homes.

Federico Ozanam Centre

Meeting with fellow members

The Diocese of Motherwell was the destination on
the third day, Thursday 23rd June. In the Diocesan
Centre of Motherwell, the visitors met Bishop
Joseph A. Toal and the President of the Diocesan
Council Pat Carr. Together they drove to Carfin to
meet at the Xavier Centre with teachers, youth,
and Mini Vinnies from Airdrie. Here, a silver plate
with an engraving from Youth SSVP of Scotland was
given to the President General. After nice talks with
the Vinnies a short tour of Carfin Grotto followed
with visits to the All-Saints Reliquary Chapel, to St.
Vincent’s statue, and to the Lourdes Grotto. In the
afternoon a visit to the SSVP Furniture Unit took
place before tea time in the Chapel House of St.
Bernadette’s Parish. The Holy Mass in the evening
was also attended by Mini Vinnies from Carluke

Check out, below, the daily
videos made as a summary of
the developed activities:
June 21st
June 22nd
June 23rd
June 24th
Read the interview given to the magazine
“Scottish Catholic” – July 1, 2022
Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General
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SSVP is awarded, once again, with
an institutional medal
The event took place in Brasilia, capital of Brazil
Last May 12, the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul received another recognition from
public and government bodies. It was
awarded to brother Renato Lima de Oliveira,
16th President General International, the
Medal “Merit Integration of Public Security
of the Federal District”, from Brazil.
“It is an immense honour to receive this
medal, which recognizes the Vincentian
action in favour of the culture of peace,
in the search for a world without violence
and social conflicts. It is everyone’s role to
care for the social order, so that we have
a more just and less unequal society,” said
President Renato.
This medal was created in 2012 and,
annually, is given to people or institutions
that stand out in the field of social
integration and valorisation of public
security. As he was traveling for the Council
General, President Renato was represented by his
friend, brother Gilson Sacramento, president of a
Central Council in the city of Brasilia.

Brothers Gilson Sacramento and Renato Lima

“This medal is not mine, but belongs to all of us,
SSVP brothers and sisters, due to the extraordinary
work developed by our Conferences, Councils
and special works. I will take it to the
headquarters in Paris, and I will place it
next to the other commendations already
received,” said Renato Lima.
Since he started as President General in
2016, Renato has received three medals
and more than 10 citizenship titles in
Brazil, Spain and Argentina. The next award
(“Citizenship from Alagoas”) will be on
August 26, in Maceio City (Alagoas), Brazil,
to be conferred by the Legislative Assembly
(legislative state power).
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14th August:
International SSVP
Women’s Day
Third anniversary celebration of Amélie
Ozanam’s Birth
This year is the third edition of the International
SSVP Women’s Day, set up in 2020, on 200th birth
anniversary of Amélie Ozanam.
This day is celebrated in tribute to each and
every SSVP woman who have taken part, and
still do so today, in the
ministry of Conferences,
bringing their love to their
neighbours and their faith
to the most needy.
Amélie Ozanam, especially
recalled on this day, is a
clear example and a role
model of selflessness,
service and unconditional
love for God and the
mission of the SSVP, always
supporting her husband to
make his dream come true
with his colleagues: to
build a wonderful network
of charity. Thanks to her,
we have preserved much of Frédéric Ozanam’s
legacy: his writings and documents.
There were other women who were key to the
inception and expansion of the SSVP: Sister Rosalie
Rendu, a Daughter of Charity who took part in the
foundation of the first Conference, brought the
Vincentian Charism to that conference, and taught
them how to home visit the most vulnerable in the
Mouffetard district (Paris).
Throughout the SSVP history, we have witnessed
how the Conferences worldwide, which at the

beginning, and due to the traditions of that
time, were virtually made up of men, have been
gradually opened up to women in all fields, thus
attaining the harmony and equity according to our
beliefs, as God’s offspring.
As a matter of fact, the SSVP Rule provides that
“members meet as brothers and sisters with Christ
in the midst of them, in Conferences that are
genuine communities of faith and love, of prayer
and action”, and that “the entire Society is a true
and unique worldwide Community of Vincentian
friends”.
An historical example of the vindication of the role
of women at the SSVP is Celestina Scarabeli who,
on January 10th, 1856, foudner the female branch
in Bologna as a result of
her fervent yearning to
feel Vincentian.
Nowadays, the SSVP
women are vital to the
continuity of Conferences
around the world. There
are great testimonies
of women stepping up
their commitment and
Vincentian mission; for
instance, the International
Secretary General, fellow
member Marie Françoise
Salesiani-Payet, the first
women in the CGI’s history
holding this office, being in
charge of, among many other duties, the management
of Paris’ international headquarters and representing
our institution at the United Nations in Geneva.
On the occasion of this day, President General
International stated: “I am most obliged for the work
undertaken by all SSVP women, especially those
taking the lead of Councils, Conferences and Special
Works. My congratulations for their impressive
devotion and love”.
Dear SSVP Women, best wishes on your day!
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Brasilia’s future cardinal
praises the SSVP’s
charitable action
Pope Francis recently announced Monsignor
Paulo’s appointment as Cardinal
On July 7, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16th
President General International of the Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP), was kindly received in
audience by the Archbishop of Brasilia, Monsignor
Paulo Cezar Costa. During the visit, brother Renato
congratulated Msgr. Paulo for his upcoming
appointment as cardinal on August 27, which was
announced by Pope Francis on May 29.
The President General also gave information about
the activities of the SSVP in Brazil and around
the world. Two documents were given to the
Archbishop: the quinquennial report of the Council
General International and the booklet “How to
Create Vincentian Conferences in Universities”.
Msgr. Paulo Cezar was very pleased with the
information and commented, “May you continue
serving God and the poor with the beauty of the
mission entrusted to you by God. You can always
count on me.”
The future cardinal announced that he would
launch a campaign to fight hunger on August 13,
the feast day of Saint Dulce of the Poor, a Brazilian
nun famous for her charitable actions for the
most needy. He said, “I count on the effective
participation of Vincentians in this campaign,
because this is one of the concerns of our
Archdiocese: the reduction of poverty.”
“It was a truly pleasant visit. Monsignor Paulo
is a very cultured man, but extremely humble.
He is interested in the affairs of our Society and
considers Vincentian actions meritorious. I was
very happy for the affectionate way I was received.
God has gifted the residents of Brasília with such
a dedicated and generous pastor,” said President
Lima de Oliveira.

PROFILE
Born in 1967 in Rio de Janeiro, Msgr. Paulo was
ordained a priest in 1992 at the age of 25. He
has been bishop since February 2011, when he
became the Auxiliary Bishop of Rio de Janeiro. He
holds a doctorate in Theology from the Pontifical
Gregorian University in Rome (Italy). His episcopal
motto is “I endure all things for the elect.” (In Latin:
“Sustineo Propter Electo”).
Msgr. Paulo took office as Archbishop of Brasilia
in December 2020. Prior to that appointment, he
was Bishop of São Carlos, State of São Paulo, after
having served the Church as a priest in several
Brazilian cities.
He is a professor and has held important leadership
positions in several institutions of higher learning.
Within the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops
(in Portuguese, CNBB), Msgr. Paulo is a member of
several groups and commissions, especially the
“Episcopal Pastoral Commission for the Doctrine of
the Faith”. He also acts as referential bishop of the
“Universities Sector of the Church in Brazil”. Msgr.
Paulo is a member of the Pontifical Commission
for Latin America and the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity at the Vatican.
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Fasting: Council General Launches Campaign for
Canonisation of Bl. Frédéric Ozanam
Every month, on the 23rd, SSVP members
are urged to fast until his canonisation
reaches a successful conclusion
On April 23rd, we commemorate two key dates
for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: the birth
of Bl. Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam (1813) and the
founding of the first “Conference of Charity”
(1833). Hence, it’s a very special day for all
of us, fellow members, especially in times of
pandemic.
To mark these dates, the Council General
International (CGI) is launching a Spiritual
Campaign for the canonisation of Frédéric
Ozanam. As suggested by our President General,
fellow member Renato Lima de Oliveira, this
campaign is about all SSVP members fasting on
the 23rd of each month, in honour of Frédéric
Ozanam’s canonization (“fasting” as set out by
the precepts of the Catholic Church, discreetly
and as is customary in each region).
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International Vincentian Youth Meeting 2023
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the International
Vincentian Family.
With joy we greet all the International
Presidents of the various groups of
the Vincentian Family.
We walk as pilgrims to the World Youth
Days 2023 in Lisbon, but we also walk to the
International Vincentian Youth Meeting. This
first circular aims to give the main information
so that the whole Vincentian Family can
begin to organize itself. Share by the different
groups and organize yourselves at the level of
transmission of information by each country so that
no Vincentian is left without the announcement of
this international meeting.
Who are we?
The organizing committee is composed of
elements chosen by the various branches of the
Vincentian Family in Portugal so that we
can coordinate this great International
Vincentian Youth Meeting (IVYM).
Theme?
We chose as theme: “I am neither
from here nor from there, but from
wherever God wants me to be”, a
sentence of St. Vincent de Paul to
the Daughters of Charity in 1634 and
which inspired us to find the following
objectives: to allow an experience of
the universality of the Church and the
Vincentian charisma; to awaken to the
Vincentian missionary vocation and its sending and
to make us aware of the actuality of the Vincentian
charisma today.
When?
The meeting will take place on 29, 30 and 31 July and
1 August 2023. The last day will be for farewell and
then travel to Lisbon, where the World Youth Days
2023 will be held (1 to 6 August 2023).

Where will it take place?
The IVYM will take place in the city of Felgueiras,
Porto. The city of Felgueiras was chosen
because it is very representative
for the branches of the Vincentian
family, with a large presence of the
Congregation of the Mission
and the Daughters of Charity.
The Vincentian community in
Felgueiras has a very strong
representation and therefore
could not stay out of this very
important event.
How can you follow us?
Through our social networks and our official email.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eijv2023
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/eijv2023/
Email: eijv.lisboa2023@gmail.com
Next Steps
Very soon we will have our official website
and the anthem of the meeting available.
The registration and places available
for each country are being planned,
part of it together with the
organization of the World Youth Days
(WYD), so as soon as we have more
information we will communicate it.
Until then, the EIJV Organizing
Committee counts on your collaboration
and support so that this meeting takes
place in the best possible way and
so that this opportunity is unique in the lives
of all the young people who will participate.
We invite you to follow and share our social
networks.
Organizing Committee of the International Vincentian
Youth Meeting 2023
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CIAD supports a social project of a Children’s
Conference in Brazil
“Hands Feeding” Project (Mãos que Alimentam) received help from CIAD to better serve
homeless people
During the Covid19 pandemic, a Children and
Teenagers’ Conference, composed of young people
from 8 to 15 years old, decided to start an audacious
project: preparing and delivering food to homeless
people in the city of Barbacena, in the interior of
Brazil.

de Lima, attended a ceremony on the city of
Barbacena where he participated in the official
delivery of the vehicle financed by CIAD/CGI and
by the SSVP National Council of Brazil to the “Child
Jesus” Conference, which coordinate the “Hands
Feeding” Project.

With the support of adult Vincentians, members of
other conferences of the Zone Council, the Project
“Hands Feeding” got organized and started to serve
an increasing number of brothers in need of the city
during cold nights. They were serving hot food as well
as providing clothing, blankets and personal hygiene
materials. Private vehicles were used to transport
food, prepared with great love, which reached the
hands of those in need, although in inadequate
conditions.

Before handing over the keys of the new vehicle to
the young President of the “Child Jesus” Conference,
the CGI Territorial Vice-president, accompanied
by other SSVP leaders, congratulated the young
members of the conference for their dedication and
entrepreneurial spirit, noting that the Project that
serves homeless people is a great example for the
entire SSVP.

Then the conference had the idea of seeking resources
to have at the project disposal an adapted vehicle,
with compartments that facilitated the transport of
prepared food so that they reached the hands of the
homeless people in better conditions,
also allowing the transport of other items
donated during the rounds on the city
streets.
After being reviewed by CGI’s territorial
team in South America, the project was
then submitted to CIAD for financial
analysis. The SSVP National Council of
Brazil presented guarantees regarding
the use, guarding and maintenance of the
vehicle by. The project was approved by
CIAD, and the new vehicle was purchased
and adapted according to the needs of
the project.
On June 25, CGI’s Territorial Vicepresident América 3, Júlio Cesar Marques

Julio Cesar Marques de Lima (on the right) hands over the keys of the
vehicle financed by CIAD
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SSVP congratulates the re-election of two great leaders of the Vincentian Family
Bertin Sanon and Tomaz Mavric start a new six-year term
The Council General International, on behalf of the
entire International Confederation of the Society
of Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP), congratulates the
Congregation of the Religious of Saint Vincent de
Paul (RSV) and the Congregation of the Mission (CM)
on the reelection of their general superiors, which
took place recently during the general assemblies of
both institutions.

Father Bertin Sanon was born in 1968, in BoboDioulasso (Burkina Faso). He was ordained a priest
in 1998. He has served, as a priest, in Ivory Coast
and Burkina Faso. In May 2014, he was elected
13 th Superior General of the Congregation of
the Religious of Saint Vincent de Paul (founded in
1845 by Jean-Léon Le Prevost) and since May 8,
2022, Father Bertin has been re-elected for a new
six-year term. His entire family resides in Burkina
Faso.

Father Tomaz Mavric was born in 1959 in Buenos
Aires, the son of Slovenian parents who had
migrated to Argentina, fleeing the communist
advance in Eastern Europe. He was ordained a
priest in 1983. He has served in Canada, Slovenia,
Ireland, Slovakia, and Ukraine in various capacities
and distinguished service. On July 5, 2016, he
was elected the 25th Superior General of the
Congregation of the Mission (founded by St.
Vincent de Paul in 1625), and on July 2, 2022, his
term has been renewed for another six years. He
has four brothers and his mother lives in Bariloche.
“We ask the Divine Holy Spirit to shower the two
great Catholic leaders, Tomaz and Bertin, with
blessings in this second phase of their mandates.
The reelection of these world leaders of the
different branches of the Vincentian Family is
foreseen in the statutes of these entities and,
moreover, it is a Vincentian tradition well accepted
by all,” said brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16 th
President General of the SSVP.
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The President General gives lectures during a
formation course of the Vincentian Family
The event was promoted by the Center for International Formation (CIF)
In Paris, on June 13th, the 16 th President General
International of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
(SSVP), brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, gave two
lectures within the framework of a formation course
for the Vincentian Family. The course was offered
by the Center for International Formation (CIF),
which is part of the Congregation of the Mission
(CM). Its Director is our dear Father Andrés Motto,
International Spiritual Adviser of the SSVP.
The first lecture addressed the theme “Blessed and
Saints of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul”, with
the biographies of more than 70 servants of God,
venerable, blessed and saints who served Vincentian
conferences during their lives such as Pope John
Paul II, Gianna Beretta Molla, Don Orione and many
others. The presentation was based on the book
“Holiness in Conferences”, written by Gesiel Júnior,
from Brazil.

in Vincentian pilgrimages, visiting Vincentian places
where Saint Vincent de Paul, Saint Louise de Marillac,
Blessed Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam and other saints of
the Family lived.
In 2020, the Council General International signed
an institutional collaboration agreement with
the CIF, granting registration fees discounts.
You can write directly to Father Motto
(andresmotto@gmail.com) for further information.
Click here to see both presentations, only in Spanish
(PDF format):
Blessed and saints of the Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul
The Seven Founders

The second presentation was
entitled “The Seven Founders”.
The President General spoke
about the life, work and legacy
of each of the seven fathers,
founding saints of the SSVP,
providing
abundant
details
about them. The presentation
was based on academic studies
prepared by brother Ralph
Middlecamp,
President
of
the National Council of the
United States and one of the great
experts on the subject.
The courses offered by CIF
generally last four weeks. It is an
intensive and extensive training, in
which the participants, in addition
to classes and debates, participate
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Together we are stronger:
a journey towards a brighter future
The event brought together more than 120 specialists
The “Famvin Homeless Alliance – FHA” Conference
(June 7- 9 2022), brought together around 120
practitioners and experts with experience, online
and in Seville (Spain) to discuss the needs of people
who are refugees, homeless, internally displaced or
victims of human trafficking.
Together, we reflected on how the journeys do not
end upon arrival at destination; and on their desire
to build a future, despite the many barriers they
encounter in their pursuit of a dream that unites us
all: the right to a safe and dignified life.
The conference also presented an opportunity for
Vincentian sharing; reflections on the union and
collaboration within the Family itself; and on how this
can and should be strengthened to better respond to
those in need worldwide.
Vincentian testimonies from all over the world made
us look at each other in a ‘mirror of brotherhood’ and
we are keen to keep this alive. Gathering the ideas
raised at the conference, the FHA collated seven
actions to carry into the future.

The SSVP actively participated in the event, with the
presence of 15 brothers and sisters, as well as two
speakers: brother Jack de Groot (SSVP Australia) and
brother Tony Mireles (SSVP USA). From a distance,
the conference was attended by brother Renato Lima
(President General) and brother Ricardo Tavares
(coordinator of the Vincentian Family Department).
Click here to read the summary written by
Mark McGreevy, of Depaul International.
We thank dear Anna Mosca for sending us this news
and the attached documents.

The photos
of the event
can be
seen here.
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Andrés R. M. Motto, CM.
SSVP International Spiritual Advisor

The Holy Spirit and the Service of the SSVP Members
The Trinitarian Third Person occupies a prominent
place in the life and teaching of St. Vincent de Paul.
This is striking considering that the theology of the
time was not characterized by much devotion to the
Holy Spirit. In the writings of Vincent de Paul we find 77
quotations linked to the Holy Spirit. This manifests his
strong devotion to him as well as his intention to
instill this love in those around him.
In this context of the work of the SSVP in favor of the
poor of the world, let us note that St. Vincent de Paul
likes to contemplate the Holy Spirit as the source of
union in communities and groups:
“May God unite you all very intimately and with an
indissoluble bond of charity, so that by this mutual
friendship you may be
recognized as true children
of Our Lord, to whose love
you wish to draw others
by your example and
your words! I ask the Holy
Spirit, who is the union of
the Father and the Son, to
grant you this grace”. 1

Based on these reflections, let us deepen the theme
of unity among the members of the SSVP who
believe in the work of the Holy Spirit. It is a theme
that is so strongly proposed to us in the readings of
this Solemnity. The “unity of the Spirit” is described
in the New Testament as communion of heart and
life, of worship, of goods. It also implies not closing
oneself but being in communion with the whole
People of God.
The unity of the Church is intimately connected
with the outpouring of the Spirit, since Pentecost is
presented as the reverse of the confusion of tongues
of the tower of Babel. Likewise, the Spirit appears to
fertilize the one Church with a variety of charisms. It
is the model of a diversity harmonized by the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit acts in
hearts to kindle them to
love; He is the source of
unity. This is how he tells
a superior: “May the Holy
Spirit, who has brought
you together, perfect your
union and perpetuate in
you all the fruits of your
labor, worthy of an eternal
reward”. 2
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a communitarian dynamism. That is
Love is the supreme work of the
The Holy Spirit
why the function of the HS is to set
Spirit in the Church, to which the
varied charisms that he sows in
is the “nexus” between us in motion to go to others.
individuals are oriented. Plurality
human beings
One concrete way in which this
gives a diversity that need not be an
occurs is through dialogue. One
obstacle to unity; on the contrary, it
eminent way in which the loving impulse of the
confers on it the character of communion.
Spirit is reflected is by inspiring the sincere
dialogue of one who accepts that
The Holy Spirit who is the love that
he can learn something from the
unites the Father and the Son, and
other. It involves recognizing
is the one who brings about
that there are various ways
unity between us. He is the
of accessing the truth.
one who pours love into
So when we dialogue
our hearts so that
we recognize
we can truly love,
that we are with
build bridges
people who are
over the rivers
s e e ki n g t rut h
t h at s e p a rate
from another
us, destroy the
perspective.
barriers that
Our task is not
divide us. He
to lead them
is the one who
at all costs to
gives us the joy of
think as we do,
striving together to
but to engage
achieve something
in conversation
good or the
that produces
wonderful experience
of celebrating a shared
mutual enrichment.
achievement.
There is always a
part of good and truth
On this Solemnity of
in those who think
Pentecost, we want to
differently. To be able
remember that when we
are united to a brother or sister
to grasp the perspective of
by love, we are allowing ourselves to be
the other is not weakness, but a grace in
guided by the Holy Spirit, the model of unitive love.
the face of truth. This is the key to the synodality that
the Church is seeking. And also the SSVP as part of the
It is wonderful to admire how the life of the Spirit can
be made present in human relationships. For every
Church.
gesture of generous love is a reflection of that infinite
Questions:
Love that unites the Father and the Son. This is why
we can admire the reflections of the Holy Spirit in a
1. Am I devoted to the HS? How can I be more so?
gesture of humble and generous service, in an attitude
2. Am I a person of dialogue?
3. How are my communications with others? Do I
that seeks to make another happy, in every inclination
seek unity in the SSVP?
towards another person that tends to “make us one”
4. Do I spread devotion to the HS among the poor?
with him.
The HS is the “nexus” between human beings. The work
of the Spirit in the hearts of men necessarily possesses

1 E. S. V, 62
2 E. S. VII, 116
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SSVP extends presence in Tanzania
with new Conference
On May 15, 2022, a new Conference was established in Tanzania. With this incorporation, the SSVP is present in 6 of the
7 archdioceses of that country
The new Vincentian group is called the Epiphany Conference, since it was
established in the Cathedral of the Archdiocese of Mwanza, which bears
the same name.
Mapunda, Godwin and Komba, SSVP members in other archdioceses
of the country, were charged with making the SSVP known at several
Masses during the morning of May 15, targeting more than 60 interested
parishioners, 11 of them finally made a commitment. At an information
session during the afternoon, the Conference was constituted and a
president elected.
This activity could be carried out because, the day before, the Vincentian
delegation had scheduled a meeting with Most Reverend Leonard
Nkwande, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Mwanza. He willingly asked
the Vicar General to allow us to make ourselves known in the Cathedral
during the celebrations of the Holy Mass.
Members of the new Conference
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Spain

Your embrace changes lives
Campaign of the SSVP of Spain to invite the participation of
citizens and raise awareness about the importance of Vincentian service from the closeness, from the embrace.
The Superior Council of Spain launches the campaign “Your embrace
changes lives”, which wants to convey the importance of feeling loved and
cared for, especially when in situations of material or spiritual poverty.
When this happens, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is always there
with its projects and initiatives to respond through an embrace that
strengthens, dignifies and accompanies.
“Often all we need is a hug, even more so after this time of social isolation
caused by the pandemic. Hugs among our own members and hugs with
the people we help. I hope that this initiative of the Superior Council of
Spain can be imitated in many other countries of our Confederation to
demonstrate that affection and closeness are global”, said the International
President General, member Renato Lima de Oliveira.
See video of the campaign
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Grenada, One Hundred Years
The Superior Council of Grenada recently celebrated that outstanding
benchmark of serving the poor on that beautiful island since 1921
with the first formal conference formed in the city of St. George’s in
1923. Brother Milton Gabriel was the first Council President. Perhaps
the reason for such longevity is the support from Council General
International where SSVP has been active since 1833.
Today the Council of Grenada has 33 active conferences and is led by
sister Mary Charles, a true servant leader. Sister Mary also serves as the
Training Coordinator for America 1. A total of 290 Vincentians actively
serve 373 regular individuals in addition to non-regular individuals. In
2020 the Council estimates that a total of 2,678 people were served
throughout Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique (all part of the
Country of Grenada).
On Saturday, May 7 the celebration ended
at the Church of St. Andrew with a special
mass celebrated by Bishop Clyde Martin
Harvey, a dedicated spiritual leader who is
very supportive of the Society in Grenada.
He gave a moving homily that renewed the
Vincentian spirit of those in attendance.
The formal closing meeting was held
following Holy Communion and before the
final blessing and dismissal. ITVP Michael
Nizankiewicz, representing President General
Renato and the entire CGI Board gave his
love and congratulations to the Grenada
Vincentians and encouraged them t continue
their ministry as true disciples of Christ.
Tokens of appreciation were presented to
long-serving members and outstanding
contributors.
On Sunday May 8, sister Mary Charles, Mike
Nizankiewicz and several other Vincentians
made four home visits throughout the island
In her closing remarks at Saturday’s ceremony,
sister President Mary said: “My God continue to bless, protect and guide
us all. May we always remain; humble in the face of success. Resilient in
the face of failure and trusting in times of uncertainty; knowing that our
God will never leave or abandon us.”

Bishop Harvey, President
Mary Charles and ITVP Michael
Nizankiewicz
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Thirteen thousand people participate
in an historic pilgrimage in Brazil
The long awaited 50th Vincentian National Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our
Lady of Aparecida took place July 8-10. The largest vincentian event in the
world gathered a total of 13,000 people during the three day event. On
Sunday July 10, during the Regular Celebration and Holy Mass, Father Vitor
Coelho Event Centre reached maximum capacity of 9,000 people.
Wtih the theme “Under the sacred mantle of the Blessed Mother: cultivating
the mission of knowing how to care”, the pilgrimage took the thousands of
attendees to different moments of emotions, demonstrations of faith and
devotion to Our Mother.
Several activities touched the participants: the Rosary Way; the Way of the
Cross on the Hill of the Cross; the 15 “Ozanams” distributing water to the
pilgrims, recalling the charism of serving; an exhibition of activities and
photos of the Jubilee’s Pilgrimage; the Talent Show with the participation of
110 children from several regions of Brazil; the Ozanam Cultural Festival of
the Vincentian Youth and the Holy Mass.
Brother Julio Marques, Vice-President of the Council General International
for South America, spoke of the joy of the Pilgrimage’s return after two
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Thirteen thousand people participate in an
historic pilgrimage in Brazil

years and the importance of the work done by the
Vincentians in their conferences. He also stressed that
the 150 years of SSVP presence in Brazil should be
marked by the work of the conferences. “We are going
through a difficult time with hunger, unemployment
and it is during those periods that Vincentians must
be present. The young founders knew how to respond
during a difficult period in France and now we have to
reaffirm our effective response,” he said.
The President of the National Council of Brazil, Brother
Márcio José da Silva, opened all the activities, calling the
Vincentians to their mission, thanking participants to the
celebration of the 50th Pilgrimage: “It is undoubtedly
one of the largest Vincentian gathering on the planet, so
being ‘under the sacred mantle of the Mother, to renew
our commitment to cultivate the mission of knowing
how to care” refers us to the need to understand that
cultivating the mission is already a cultivation of care,
the care of the mission. But there is no reason to be here
at the pilgrimage, to call oneself a Vincentian if we do
not participate actively and weekly in home visits to the
families assisted by our conference”. The president took
the opportunity to present the t-shirt of the National
Council of Brazil’s campaign on the importance of the
SSVP Particular Councils.
At the end of the 50th pilgrimage, the president
announced that next year’s edition already has a date:
May 5 to 7. Now, we must keep the emotions of the
50th edition in our hearts and wait for next year to
relive the tributes to the Virgin.

Márcio José da Silva, President of the National
Council of Brazil

Julio Marques de Lima, Territorial Vice-President America 3
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The development of the mission in Scandinavia
The aim of the mission was to set up the first phase of the SSVP deployment in Finland,
Denmark, Norway and Sweden.
The Society had no presence in these territories at the time
It is part of the strategic objectives of
the International Council General
during this mandate (20162023), to extend SSVP to new
territories. This initiative is
carried out through the
SSVP PLUS PROJECT.
This approach is in line
with the dreams of our
seven founders to enclose
the world in a network of
charity.
In spite of the pandemic that
the planet is going through, the
preparatory communication work
in connection with the 4 countries has
made it possible to ensure that the meetings
run smoothly at a rate of 3 to 5 per day. The Catholic
community in these territories represents an average
of two percent of the population, and the community
is growing through immigration and conversion.
At the beginning of the mission, no branch of the
Vincentian family was present.
This mission lasted 12 days, from 9 to 22 May 2022,
under the direction of Gonzague de Raulin, special
advisor to the 16th President General International,
Brother Renato Lima, and accompanied by the
International Territorial Vice-President (ITVP) for
Europe 1, Brother László Könczöl.
The ICG delegation visited the four capitals (Helsinki,
Copenhagen, Oslo and Stockholm), meeting with
parishes, dioceses, Catholic schools, embassies
and other possible partners, in order to obtain the
necessary support to establish the first conferences.
These series of meetings were held in each capital
city.

In accordance with the wishes of
President Renato on the eve of
the mission, “I hope that many
people will want to join the
SSVP in these new countries,
helping not only the poor in
their region, but especially
the needy in other parts of
the world”, in each capital
city groups or individuals
expressed their motivation
to create a conference
supported by the bishop
in charge and a priest as
the spiritual advisor of the
conference to be developed.
The whole process was carried out
in full articulation and harmony with the
Nordic Bishops’ Conference. The bishops and their
representatives in Oslo, Copenhagen, Stockholm and
Helsinki as well as the Nunciature of the Scandinavian
countries received the CGI delegation and assured
them of their support. We are particularly grateful to
all of them and especially to their president, Cardinal
Anders Arborelius, for his welcome, his support, his
blessing for the St. Vincent de Paul Conferences and
for the happy prospects of founding a Lazarist branch
(St. Vincent de Paul monastery) in Sweden.
“The mission undertaken was able to take into
consideration the guidelines contained in the SSVP
PLUS PROJECT handbook, which guide how best to
found a conference in a new country. The proposal
in each country to meet with institutions such as the
French embassies also offered another look at the
establishment of conferences and the recognition by
institutions of the possible action of SSVP in a new
territory, both in its legal establishment and in its
regulated action to help the most needy.
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French Ambassador to Finland,
Mrs. Agnès Cukierman, pointed
out the space that exists for
visiting isolated people at home
and in hospitals and is willing to
contribute to the setting up of
this conference. Brother MarieAugustin received Gonzague
in the library of the Dominican
Center and offered to make the
main conference room available
to the center in case of an SSVP
conference in Helsinki.

Meeting with Andressa Moretti, interested in forming a Conference

COPENHAGEN
3 days of meetings. At the
meeting with Msgr Czeslaw
Kozon, the Bishop of Denmark
expressed his support and sent
an email to all priests right
after the meeting. The bishop

Highlights of the mission in each
country:
HELSINKI
3 days of meetings. Monsignor
Marco PASINO blesses the mission
during his meeting with Lazlo and
Gonzaga before the meetings
of the Helsinki priests in their
respective parishes. Father Jean
Claude KABEZA welcomes us
to Saint Henry’s Cathedral and
introduces us to the community
and the couple Alexandra
and Áron Szücs to build a first
conference among members of
the Hungarian community. Father
Raphael Czernia is enthusiastic
about the development of an
SSVP conference in his parish of
St. Mary’s, which is made up of
more than a hundred nationalities,
and asks for documentation to be
made available in his church to
guide the community in setting up
the conference. Her Excellency the

Meeting with the Bishop Bernt Ivar Eidvig
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welcomed the beatification medal and
is looking forward to the outcome of
the SSVP+ mission. At Sacred Heart
Church the Franciscan Fathers received
the documents on SSVP. Similarly,
Redemptorists at St. Anne’s parish
have been informed. In the parish of
St. Mary’s we met Benedictine nuns
from St. Lioba, whose motherhouse is in
Freiburg, Germany. Here, too, we were
able to arouse interest in founding a
Vincentian Conference. Father Jerome
de la Bare at Holy Sacrament church
offers us his hospitality for a lunch and
underlines his support and that of his
community in the reflection of the
constitution of a conference. Daniel
Steiner Ebert expresses his wish to be
part of the foundation of a conference
in Copenhagen after having welcomed
us at the cathedral where the special
advisor finds a stained glass window of
Saint Vincent de Paul.

St Olav’s Cathedral, Oslo

Meeting with the Bishop of Copenhagen - Monsignor Czeslaw Kozon

OSLO
3 days of meetings. Father Rory Mulligan
allowed the PGI Special Advisor,
Gonzague de Raulin to make a speech in
French to the community and 4 people
expressed their gratitude and motivation
including Etienne, Joceline
and Paul Henri to set up a
group following the principle
and advice of a conference.
Father Charles Zongo will
be the spiritual advisor.
Father Joseph, the spiritual
director of the Catholic St.
Sunniva School was also
interested in founding a
SSVP Conference. Msg.
Bernt Ivar Eidvig, bishop of
Norway gave his blessing by
recalling the historical gifts
of France in the financing
of the cathedral Saint Olav
and the archbishopric. He
understood that SSVP can
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the happy prospects of founding a Lazarist
branch (St. Vincent de Paul monastery) in
Sweden. Seba Sharestan is determined to
build a Conference among immigrants from
Middle East with (and has chosen) Fr.Paul Kass
Daoud as spiritual adviser. Father Dominic
Terstriep S.J. received us at St. Eugenia in a
friendly manner. Here, too, interest in forming
a SSVP Conference was evident. Andressa
Moretti, also expressed her motivation to
start a conference mainly with immigrants
from South America that can be allocated
to (twinned with) the parish of St. Eugenia
or to the Cathedral. The French ambassador
to Sweden, His Excellency Mr. Etienne de
Gonville and his advisor for economic and
social affairs highlighted the place that the
SSVP can take in Sweden and handed over
the legal file for the implementation of the
SSVP in the territory. The Nunciature of the
Scandinavian countries, represented by
Monsignor Giuseppe Commiso, has been
very kind in accompanying the mission.
Meeting with Cardinal Anders Arborelius

make a difference outside the community to bring
hope by visiting those in need. Elisabeth, the Charity
coordinator for the parish of Saint Olav will also give
support to the development of the SSVP conference.
STOCKHOLM
3 days of meetings.
Cardinal Anders Arborelius
blessed the whole mission
in the 4 Scandinavian
countries and wanted to
give his full support to the
foundation of conferences
in each capital. He offered
the book of addresses and
contact details of all the
priests and communities
in Sweden with an order
of priority so that the SSVP
can visit them. He gave
each one of them advance
notice of our visit. We
are really thankfull for

Furthermore, we pray especially that the fruits
of this mission may continue and we entrust this
development to Blessed Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam
and to the Virgin Mary.

Meeting at the Swedish Nunciature with Monsignor Giuseppe COMMISO
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Result of the cultural contest
“Song The Seven Founders”
The Council General International of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul and the International Youth Committee, organizers of The Seven Founders’ Song, are pleased to officially
announce the winners of this contest
In 2019, the Council General International (CGI) of the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP) celebrated 180
years of existence. During the Annual Assembly, held

in the city of Porto (Portugal), the Song “THE SEVEN
FOUNDERS” was officially launched in Portuguese
and Spanish versions.
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At the end of 2020, the Council launched the Cultural
Contest to choose the English, French and Italian
versions of the Song that pays tribute to the 7 founders
of the SSVP: Antoine Frédéric OZANAM, Auguste LE
TAILLANDIER, Jules DEVAUX, Paul LAMACHE, François
LALLIER, Félix CLAVÉ and Emmanuel BAILLY DE SUCY.
Over the course of a year, the International Youth
Committee, organizer of the contest, received
several suggestions for lyrics that were always aimed
at remembering the legacy of the 7 founders and the
history of the SSVP creation.
To put an end to the expectations of the brothers and
sisters, in February of this year, during the meeting
of the board of the Council General, brother Willian
Alves, responsible for the organization of the contest,
announced to the board the decision of the jurors
and revealed the winners.
I want to recall here the message of our President
General, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, when
writing the introduction and invitation to the cultural
contest, ‘the more we know the biography, the legacy
and the virtues of the seven founders of the Society
of Saint Vincent de Paul, the more we will be in
tune with the original spirit that moved those young
men to create a work so providential for humanity,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, with a dual purpose: the
salvation of its members and charity to those who
suffer” In view of this, we have the joy of announcing
the victors:
English version: David Ogega Nyamora and Veronic
Nituenya Mutisa both from St. Marys Mukuru
Conference in the city of Nairobi (Kenya).

Result of the cultural contest
“Song The Seven Founders”

Italian version: brother Vicenzo Restino ofVincenzo
Ferreri Conference of Sant’Antimo (Italy).
French version: brother Jules Marie Razafindrakoto ofSt.
Luke’s Conference of Ville Fianarantsoa (Madagascar).
We thank the other 10 Vincentians who
participated with their equally well elaborated
lyrics and in a special way we congratulate the
winning authors for contributing to the history
of our dear SSVP and making known in different
languages the legacy and all the contribution of
our Seven Founders.
The Council General will do the official recording and
soon release the song which is to be widely used by
all Vincentians.
The President General, Renato Lima de Oliveira, used
the occasion of the announcement of the winners
to leave a special message to the participants and
winners: “I want, in my name and in the name of the
entire board of the Council General International, to
thank the beautiful participation of the 14 brothers
and sisters from different countries who collaborated
in this contest, and to highlight the four winners for
their beautiful works. The lyrics that you composed
lead us to reflect on how important it is, for us
Vincentians, to always remember with affection the
memory of the seven founders, because among them
there was neither higher nor lower in relevance, but
they all had the same zeal and the same love for the
SSVP. You have managed to imprint this in the lyrics
of these songs. Therefore, I acknowledge here our
admiration to you for using such a beautiful gift in
favor of the history of our institution.
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July 4th: The SSVP’s
International Youth
Day
This year, the theme of the SSVP’s
International Youth Day is “Vincentian
Youth: Committed to Quality
Education”

In this regard, we would like to share the oficiai letter:
Special message to young Vincentian members
worldwide, written by the President General International, fellow member Renato Lima de Oliveira
and by the International Vice President for Youth, Children
and Adolescents, fellow member Willian Alves
We hope that this message will be widely spread among
all Councils and Conferences around the world, especially
among the younger members of our institution.
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Cultural contest
Vincentian youth committed to quality education to
fight poverty
The International Youth Committee of the Society
of Saint Vincent de Paul is convinced that when
young people are committed to an important goal,
they are capable of great and wonderful actions,
so we officially launch the CULTURAL CONTEST
– VNCENCIAN YOUTH COMMITTED TO QUALITY
EDUCATION TO FIGHT POVERTY.
The topic of Quality Education can be found in Goal
4 of the global pact that defines the Sustainable
Development Goals, proposed in 2015 by the
United Nations (UN). This global pact proposes
a sustainable development agenda until 2030
with 17 major goals and, as previously reported,
Quality Education is defined as follows: “Ensure
access to inclusive, quality
and equitable education and
promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all”.

We invite all Vincentian Youth from 18 to 35 years
old to participate in this contest and to send
their projects focused on Quality Education as
an effective means to fight poverty. Together and
committed to the Mission, we can be young people
on the move, promoters of social justice in order
to materialize here and now the dream of AntoineFrédéric Ozanam: “to embrace the world in a great
network of charity”.

This contest is truly a
concrete gesture of the
Vincentian
Youth
who
will actively participate in
the International Youth
Meeting of the Vincentian
Family and in the World
Youth Day to be held in
Lisbon in 2023, together
with the Holy Father Pope
Francis. We hope that the
various projects of the SSVP
aimed at facilitating Quality
Education, especially for the
poor, will be effective means
to promote a real Systemic
Change and strengthen the
participation of the youth,
as the seven young students
friends of Paris who founded
the SSVP in 1833.
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Listening
How difficult it is to listen well and, above all, to make
the other person feel heard.
First of all, good listening is a volitional act, that is
to say, it depends on our will. And it is our will that
has to silence our “I”, which wants to be, as always,
the protagonist who wants to be listened to before
listening.
Another exercise is to avoid noise. In communication,
noise is any interference between the sender and
the receiver, and it is almost always the latter who
produces the noise as he or she goes about his or her
business.
Another consideration for good listening is to accept
the message of the speaker and not to interrupt.
There will be time later for our opinion and response.
It is also good to adapt to a language that may be
different from our own, especially when dealing with
those in need.

María Luisa Téllez
Vicepresidenta de Formación
Internacional

And finally, to practice EMPATHY, that is, to put
ourselves in the place of the person we are listening
to. Many times we judge them based on our own
lives, our own culture, our own religious education.
And so, when he finishes and finds words of comfort
and attention to his communication, affection and
understanding, the time will have come to speak
to him of God and, little by little, in subsequent
conversations, about the love, the sacrifice of Jesus,
His redemption for all men, sinners and less sinful,
without distinctions of any kind.
Tips and rules for being a good listener:
Forgetting our SELF while listening
Avoiding NOISE, especially the noise of our thoughts.
Accepting the complete MESSAGE, without interruptions.
Adapting to a LANGUAGE different from ours
Practicing EMPATHY
To speak to them of GOD, of his LOVE and of the
REDEMPTION that extend to all men.
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III Webinar Pandemic, Poverty and the Future: A
New Paradigm
The learning that this crisis brings us and that gives us the opportunity
to be better Christians
On May 22, this event
was
promoted
by
the Council General
International, through
the Vice-Presidency of
Formation, directed by
our member María Luisa
Téllez, with the presence
and participation of
P re s i d e nt G e n e ra l ,
Renato Lima.
The five speakers,
invited from different
parts of the world,
described the situation
that the pandemic has
left in today’s society
and its tremendous
economic and social
impact,
especially
on the poorest. But
they also spoke of the
spiritual catharsis to
which this situation of
maximum need calls us.
According to what was
learned during this day,
the conferences must always seek the continuous
improvement of their charitable action without losing
a single point of spirituality, considering the need to
operate with greater rigor and efficiency, but also with
greater zeal and hope.
Another important issue is the increase in social
differences, therefore, the mediating role of
Vincentians in the face of this injustice of “social
discarding”. We must be an example of life and
defenders of the poorest.

Finally, the pandemic gives us the opportunity to
follow the Gospel with greater fervor, to be people
who bring joy and hope to those we visit. The situation
we are living has hardened the hearts of many people
and Vincentians must be that “emotional shock” that
makes the heart of civil society beat again with an
eye to the common good and not to selfishness.
Click here to enjoy the webinar
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General Council Spiritual Advisor Publishes
Two books addressing virtues
and social issues
With immense joy, the International General Council announces the release of two new works written by our
beloved Father Andrés Motto of the Congregation of the Mission, who serves our Society as international spiritual
advisor. With these two, there are now 10 books under the authorship of Father Motto. The members of the General
Council recommend the promotion and wide dissemination of these books to Vincentians throughout the world.
Following is a summary of the books:

SERENE AVAILABILITY, PRUDENCE AND
MERCY IN SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
This book focuses on virtue, which helps us
individually to be better persons.  
Moreover, it becomes a moral value that unifies the vital
energy of the person. But it goes beyond that, because
when it is well thought out, virtue opens us to the cries
and pain of others, to help them and to seek solutions.
Virtue is not a superficial feeling or a punctual action;
rather, it assists us to solidly seek the common good.
In this publication, Vincent de Paul is the teacher,
since his way of teaching virtue is pleasant and
approachable. To learn about virtue, it is not enough
to know all its elements, beginning with its definition,
but it is also necessary to see how it is practiced and
how a person is motivated to carry out this moral
virtue. Saint Vincent, by uniting these elements,
postulates the practice of virtue as a form of wisdom.
In this book, three specific virtues are studied. Saint
Vincent explains holy indifference, which perhaps
today would be better called “serene availability”.
This virtue allows us to live in peace in the midst of
daily activities. Then, the author refers to prudence,
a virtue of enormous importance that helps us solve
numerous problems. He ends with mercy, which
allows us to strengthen the exercise of charity. At the
same time, it shows us the true face of God.

for those of us living in the 21st century and explains
that they were chosen because they are virtues that
help us to live better lives and solve many problems.

After explaining these virtues based on Saint Vincent’s
teaching, Father Motto reiterates their importance

The book is available from Editorial La Milagrosa:
http://editoriallamilagrosa.net/
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General Council Spiritual Advisor Publishes
Two books addressing virtues
and social issues

UTOPIA AND MADNESS IN THE
RENAISSANCE: THE THOUGHTS OF
THOMAS MORE AND ERASMUS OF
ROTTERDAM
This book invites us to learn about the life and
thoughts of two friends who were great thinkers.
Many ideas are expressed in this publication, but the
focus is on two concepts that are always of interest:
madness and a better world. Can they be linked?
Although the book is about the past, it is written
from the present. That is, its purpose is to leave us
keys to improve our lives.
An excellent read on its own, this book is also part of a
“History of Philosophy” that the author is publishing
in several volumes. It is a history of thought written
with scientific rigor, in a pleasant way and from
Vincentian and Latin American viewpoints, although
this is not always stated explicitly.
This book is also an invitation to get involved in social
issues. By analyzing the past, we feel obliged to work
for another history that dignifies and includes the
poor in the present. A project that seems “crazy” but
is possible. As a Vincentian, in every book, Father
Motto tries to keep in mind the cries of the most
unfortunate of all times.
If More and Erasmus give us some keys to achieve a
more honorable present, we are grateful for them.
Thomas More and Erasmus of Rotterdam leave us
interesting suggestions, both in their description
of where the social evils lie and in offering us some
solutions. We will take a trip into the past that will
inspire us in the construction of a better world. For as
a song by Joaquín Sabina says: “Life is made of rubble
and ashes that continue to burn.”
The book can be found on Amazon:
paper copy:
www.amazon.es/dp/B09TMSBJXH/  
ebook
www.amazon.es/dp/B09TMZM7S4/

This book is also
part of a “History of
Philosophy” that the
author is publishing in
several volumes.
If More and Erasmus
give us some keys
to achieve a more
honorable present, we
are grateful for them.
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The “Handbook for Conferences” is one of the
documents most accessed by Vincentians
The 86-page Manual is available in four languages
Launched in 2019, during
the memorable International
Plenary held in the city
of Porto (Portugal), the
“Handbook for Conferences”
is one of the most accessed
formation document available
on the Council General
International website (www.
ssvpglobal.org). Since the
beginning of this mandate,
more than 10 books have
been launched, in addition to
primers and booklets like this
one, all focused on improving
Vincentian formation.
The handbook is an initiative
of the International Vicepresidency for Formation and
Training of the Council General
International,
coordinated
by sister Marisa Tellez, from
Spain. The 86 pages manual
is available in four languages. It was drafted so that
every member will acquire knowledge to better serve
the SSVP.
This handbook was written taking into consideration
not only the Rule, but also different texts that deal
with the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul such as the
biography of the seven founders, messages from the
Presidents General, hymns, prayers and old texts, in
addition to Vincentian tradition, history and soul,
collected from all the member countries of the
Confederation.
The document aims to guide conferences around
the world on the daily life of the Vincentian, his
role as a Christian and baptized, the importance of
home visits and daily prayer, in addition to the good

practices that should be a
priority within conferences.
At the end of the text, one can
find the list of indulgences to
which all the SSVP members
are entitled to, many of them
unknown to most of the SSVP
members even today.
The document is a collective
work in which the members
of the Board of Directors of
the
Council General International
participated
and
was
enriched with suggestions
sent by several Superior
Councils and by the territorial
delegates of formation and
training. The document is
a first step, and therefore
it is an open and dynamic
publication, so that in the
future it can be improved and expanded according
to the spirit of the Rule and Statutes that govern our
Confederation.
As we all know, formation is priority number 1 in the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, at the national and
international levels. Formation is so important to the
Council General International that, in the list of the
10 points of the strategic planning, it occupies the
first place (“Ongoing and permanent formation for
all members”). Thanks to good Vincentian formation
the brothers and sisters can perfect their two-fold
mission: personal sanctification and charity to those
who suffer. Without proper formation, neither of
these dimensions can be achieved.
Good reading.
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Deputy Spiritual Advisor
launches first book
The publication deals with prayer as a
means of salvation

It is with great joy that
we announce that
Father Frederico
Hozanan
de
Padua, Brazil,
who is the
Deputy Spiritual
Advisor to the
Council General
International,
has just released
his first book entitled
“Who prays is saved” (in
Portuguese: “Quem reza se salva”).
The publication is an introduction to the spirituality
of St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori (1696-1787), a
saint who spared no effort to encourage the practice
of prayer. The book addresses the need and the
importance of a constant prayer life as a factor in the
salvation of the soul.
Saint Alphonsus lived deep prayer life and in all
his missionary activity. The saint wanted people to
maintain a continuous dialog with “the God who saves
us”.
Father Frederico Hozanan, 42, is indeed a son of the
Vincentian family, which is why he was named after our
main founder. He has been a priest of the Congregation
of the Most Holy Redeemer (“Redemptorists”) for 16
years and was invited by brother Renato Lima to act as
Deputy Spiritual Advisor.
“Father Hozanan is an amazing person, full of charisma,
spirituality and joviality. As an Deputy Spiritual Advisor,
he has provided direct advice to me, which is very
essential to my journey as President General, helping
me face, with resilience and charity, the challenges of
this life,” considered President Lima de Oliveira.

The publication is an introduction
to the spirituality of St. Alphonsus
Maria de Liguori
(1696-1787)

The 120 pages book is available only in Portuguese.
Orders and further information by e-mail: fhpmaster@
hotmail.com.
Interview with Father Hozanan on TV Pai Eterno
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The essentiality of the universal
logo of our Confederation
A Unique logo strengthens the unity
of the SSVP worldwide
At the last annual plenary meeting of the Council
General International, held in the city of Paris
(France), June 13-17, 2022, the subject of the
universal logo of the Confederation was widely
debated, with the democratic participation of all
those present.
Decision by consensus is encouraged in the Rule of
the Society (article 3.10) and in Basic Requirement
No. 9, and it was strongly emphasized by our
founding fathers, based on Vincentian tradition.
Therefore, realizing that there would be no
consensus or unity of opinion on the options under
consideration, I decided to remove the subject from
the agenda, and so we leave this deliberation for a
more appropriate moment.
Since no decision was taken, the resolution
approved in the Assembly General Extraordinary
(AGE), which took place 23 years ago, in 1999, in
the city of Fátima (Portugal), remains valid:
Resolution #6: It was decided to adopt a logo, a flag
and a hymn for the whole Society of St. Vincent de
Paul.
This resolution received 86 out of 88 votes. There
were only two abstentions. No National Council
opposed the content of this resolution. It was
decided that it would be up to the Permanent Section
to create a commission to hold an international
competition and then conduct the final choice.
The contest took place during the year 2000, with
more than 500 designs submitted, which had
to meet four criteria: visual impact, symbolism,
originality, and universality of the design. The final
choice of the logo took place in February 2001, in
Rome (Italy), during the meeting of the International

Executive Committee (which, at that time, was
called the “International Coordinating Committee”),
with the choice of one of the four finalists.
The winning logo (blue circle with the solidarity
loop in the center, with the acronym SSVP and the
motto “Serviens in Spe”) received the majority of
votes, with no abstentions. Once the universal
logo was approved, the countries requested a
five-year implementation period between any
existing national logos and the new logo, which was
authorized by the Council General.
In 2018, in Salamanca (Spain), the members of
the International Executive Committee and the
Permanent Section approved a slight upgrade of
the logo as we know it today, and the “Manual for
the Application of the Universal Logo” was also
launched. Since then, 75% of the countries of the
Confederation have adopted this unique logo. The
Manual is available here.
Many of us were neither in Fatima (1999) nor in Rome
(2001) to participate in this process, but we have
to respect the decision taken by our predecessors,
made in an Assembly General Extraordinary, with
the favorable majority vote of the National Councils.
I encourage all National Councils to adopt the
official universal logo of the Society of Saint Vincent
de Paul, so that we have a unique visual identity,
in harmony with the decisions issued in the past;
a logo that ultimately represents our values, the
mission, and the vision of the SSVP.
Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General International
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strategic goals

2016-2023

MISSION
A network of friends,
seeking holiness via the
personal service to the
poor and the advocacy for
social justice.

VISION 2023
To be recognized as a world
wide organization, which
promotes the integral
human development of
those most in need.

VALUES
•

Service

• Spirituality
•

Humility

•

Charity

•

Empathy

1

Formation
Ongoing process for all
members

2

Youth
30% of members under 35
years of age

3

Twinning
Building a global network of
spiritual and material support

4

Expansion
Presence in
all countries

5

Vincentian Family
Permanent and closed
collaboration

6

Solidarity
International and local
partnerships

7

Global Aid
Revamping fraternal aid and
development

8

Communication
Renew with the use of worldclass technology

9

CGI Structure
Constant search for
accountability and efficiency

10

National Councils
Support to maximize
effectiveness
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