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This Report of the Council General International (CGI) of the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul (SSVP) aims to provide an overview of the main activities
undertaken by Renato Lima de Oliveira and his international team during these
years (June 2016 – December 2021).
As herein outlined, the history of the SSVP is packed with experience, spirit
and heart, and the hands outstretched to the most vulnerable people on our
planet, as set out in International Rule: “No work of charity is foreign to the
Society”.
But along with this clear intention to dedicate ourselves to those who
suffer most, there is also a way of doing what defines us: the love of a Catholic
institution made up of lay people who wish to live out their faith in a fraternal
community that works, every day, for personal improvement, the well-being of
our neighbours and social justice. This is the legacy of the first 7 founders of
the SSVP which, after nearly two centuries of existence, is still deeply rooted in
all members of the organisation. In fact, in 2021, the CGI celebrated the 182nd
anniversary of its foundation with the same enthusiasm as on its first day.
The SSVP, founded in Paris (France) in 1833, is currently present in 153
territories of the 142 countries recognised by the United Nations. It is an
organisation that continues to grow all over the world, always responsive to
situations of emergency, social injustice and aid to the most vulnerable people.
There are more than 800,000 members, organised in 48,000 Conferences,
supported by 1.5 million collaborators who are part of our beloved institution,
helping 30 million people in the world every day.
This work and the significance of the SSVP mission depends on every member
of this great family, the CGI’s technical team, all members of the international
Structure, the Board and all the members, volunteers and collaborators who,
every day and all over the world, make it possible, with God’s help, for there to
be hope on the faces of our most needy brothers and sisters.
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Council General International
(CGI)
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New international headquarters at 65 Glacière street, Paris
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The Council General International (CGI) is the body representing the
International Confederation of the SSVP around the world. It is made up of
representatives from each of the member countries voting on the main
resolutions that concern the life of the SSVP. Every 6 years, a President
General is elected, and during their term of office they will appoint the
Board members and those making up the international Structure.
The CGI holds international meetings with countries, gathers information,
launches international relief funds, safeguards the spirit of the Society,
ensures compliance with the SSVP’s Rule, and oversees the aggregation of
Conferences and the setting up of Councils.
One of the most important achievements during the current term of
office of the CGI was the purchase of the new general headquarters, located
at 65, Rue de la Glacière, District 13, Paris.
Of the 1,440 m² of the new headquarters, 940 m² are occupied by the
CGI on the ground and lower ground floors (an auditorium with interpreting
booths, a library, meeting rooms for the Board of Directors and staff, an
archive area, an oratory, a garage and much more), with another 500 m²
on the first floor let out commercially, the income from which in the first
instance will contribute towards the capital cost of the new building.
The new headquarters also houses the “Ozanam Historical Place”, a kind
of museum exhibiting artefacts, tools, books, clothes, pieces of furniture and
objects which belonged to the Ozanam couple and the rest of the SSVP
founders.
On the walls of the headquarters, countless paintings, images and
engravings of St. Vincent, the seven founders and Our Lady are on display.
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Structure
Within the international structure, it’s worth mentioning the progress
and contributions made during this period:
• Appointment of an International Territorial Vice Presidency for Oceania.
Nowadays, there are 12 International Territorial Vice Presidents (ITVPs).
• Creation of the 3rd Deputy General Vice-Presidency, in charge of
coordinating the Vice-Presidency for Solidarity and Special Projects; and
the Vice Presidency for Governance and Strategic Affairs.
• Life insurance arranged for members of the international structure, in
view of the many trips and visits to conflict zones, etc.
• CGI’s support office opened in Brasilia (Brazil).
• Quarterly Board meetings, made up of 13 CGI members with the
President General International in the chair (these meetings are normally
held at the CGI’s headquarters in Paris). These are very important meetings
for coordinating the CGI’s activities and controlling financial management
and transparency.
• The CGI’s Spiritual Advisor has a vital role in developing the spirituality
of the SSVP and preserving the Vincentian charism. This service post is
currently held by Fr. Andrés Román María Motto C.M.
• Enlargement of the International Executive Committee to 20 countries,
aimed at enhancing transparency, dialogue and global governance of our
Confederation.
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Strategic Plan
MISSION: A network
of friends seeking
personal holiness
through service to
people in need and
the defence of social
justice.
VISION: To be
recognised as a global
organisation that
promotes the allembracing dignity of
those in need.

The CGI has drawn up a Strategic Plan (2016-2023) consisting of 10
main goals to be achieved within the organisation. These 10 strategic goals
are based on the 20-commitment programme that our brother Renato
Lima de Oliveira presented in his candidacy for President General, for the
elections held in June 2016, in Rome, at the Extraordinary Assembly of
the SSVP.
This Strategic Plan and all the SSVP’s service work are defined by the
following motto adopted by our President:

“If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of
all.” (Mark 9, 35b)

VALUES: Service,
spirituality, humility,
charity, empathy.

Board Meeting, Milan 2019
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10 Strategic Goals
1. Formation:
on-going for all members.
10. National Councils:
support to maximise
effectiveness.

2. Youth:
30% of members under
the age of 35.

3. Twinning: building a
global network of spiritual and
material support.

9. CGI Structure:
constant search for
transparency and efficiency.

Strategic Plan
2016-2023
8. Communication:
adaptation to new
technologies.

7. Global Aid: reinforcement
of the processes for friendly aid
and development.

4. Expansion:
presence in every
country in the world.

6. Solidarity:
international and local
alliances.

5. Vincentian Family:
permanent, close
collaboration.

There is a person in charge of each of the aforementioned goals of the Plan, who strives to
accomplish the mission and review it on a yearly basis. Furthermore, there is an institutional structure
supporting these goals, which can only be achieved with God’s help, through constant effort and
effective organisation and coordination.
| 13
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International Aid
and Expansion
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Expansion

Vincentian territories
Oceania
10
Europe
32

Asia
33
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Africa
42

America
36

Our institution has always measured its presence in terms of
Vincentian territories, not in terms of countries. The Vincentian
territories are entities which have been established over time as a
result of their history, culture and development in their respective
countries. The term “Vincentian territory” does not correspond to
the UN country classification.
Nowadays, the SSVP is present in 153 Vincentian territories on
five continents (as to December 2021), 142 UN countries.
Today, this growth continues, and the CGI always seeks to
support it, in line with its main mission to foster the expansion of
Conferences worldwide, while preserving the spirit of harmony
across borders.
To this end, the President General, Renato Lima de Oliveira,
launched an initiative in 2017: the “SSVP Plus” Project, which was
aimed at exploring the possibilities of setting up in new countries.
Since then, the project has yielded good results, with new member
countries: Cyprus, the Vatican, the Cayman Islands, Tanzania, Liberia,
Albania and Cape Verde. The work continues with new missionary
projects in Scandinavia, the Maghreb and some African countries.
Furthermore, the Society liaises with bishops, who are very
interested in setting up conferences in their dioceses, and whose
mission is perfectly aligned with the pastoral guidelines provided
by Pope Francis to the Church today.
For the coming years, 15 countries have been targeted for a
possible establishment of the SSVP there.

Another growth indicator for the Society is the number
of aggregations registered per year. The term “aggregation” is
an accreditation system of “Conferences”, whereby the “parent
Society” (the Council General, as heir to the first Conference
of Charity) officially recognises that a Conference is working in
compliance with the general goals set by our institution. This
Vincentian practice dates back to 1841. It shows the loyalty of
Conferences to the spirit of the SSVP and expresses the will of
their members to keep on accomplishing the mission entrusted to
them by Ozanam and his colleagues. Even though it is a voluntary
action, it is essential for twinning between Conferences.
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Total: 2,798
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World map

EUROPE
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Guatemala
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*Some territories have not been mentioned for political and security reasons.
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Projects
Graph 1 - CIAD’s Aid (€)
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2018

2019
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The Commission for International Aid and
Development (CIAD) has depended on an average
income for its projects of about € 800,000 a year
(Graph 1), devoting over 90 % of this sum to emergency
and humanitarian aid. The majority of donations made
to the CIAD come from the generous support of
member countries of the Confederation of the SSVP,
while there are also organisations and foundations which
kindly participate and collaborate in this mission.
During the years of Renato Lima de Oliveira’s term
of office (2016-2021), the following emergency aid and
humanitarian projects are of note (Graph 2):
• In 2016, international aid was provided to deal
with emergency situations in Tanzania (earthquakes),
Sudan (floods) and Haiti (hurricane Matthew).
• The main aid programmes in 2017 were again for
Haiti (in combined projects with the Vincentian Family),
the Philippines (natural disasters, mainly Typhoon
Haiyan) and Lebanon (care for refugees, mainly from
Syria and Iraq).
• In 2018, the main projects were in the Philippines
(typhoon), Nepal (earthquake), Lebanon (refugees),
Madagascar (natural disaster, cyclone) and Central
African Republic (humanitarian crisis caused by the war
and terrorism).
• In 2019, the CIAD continued its efforts on behalf
of victims of disasters in Lebanon and the Philippines,
and provided support for victims of floods in India,
Malawi and Mozambique. In South Sudan, a farming
scheme was created and support was given to an
orphanage, along with other development projects in
several countries.

Malawi

• In 2020, most of the aid was focused on the fight against COVID-19,
and its aftermath (over 70 countries assisted and € 300,000). Despite all
this, the CIAD also supported projects for victims of natural catastrophes
(rebuilding houses in Malawi and Indonesia) or human disasters (Burkina
Faso, Lebanon), as well as developing a farm in Cameroon and educational
projects in Palestine.
• In 2021, with very limited resources, due to the health crisis, the
Commission helped Vincentians in 23 countries, including India, Indonesia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Barbados, and helped victims of
numerous disasters, overshadowed by the impact of COVID-19 which
continues to affect the very poorest people. For example, developing ricegrowing in Haiti, and a breakfast scheme for pre-school children on the
island of Grenada.
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Fund for International Solidarity
In order to respond quickly and efficiently to these
requests for emergency aid, the SSVP created its Fund
for International Solidarity (FIS). Using this fund, the
SSVP’s purpose, and more specifically that of the
CIAD, is to make a sum of money available at all times
so it can be directed to humanitarian aid and longterm or sustainable development projects.

Nepal: Rebuilding homes for 310 families
After 2015’s earthquake, the SSVP and Caritas
together began an ambitious reconstruction
programme in 2016. The 300 homes planned were
completed in 2018 (€ 391,304).

Philippines: Programme for victims of supertyphoon Haiyan

This fund is always open to the solidarity of donors,
This 1.3 million-euro programme, lasting 5 to 8
since its aim is to allow the CIAD to meet the needs
years, began in 2014, was designed to relieve the
of the SSVP, at all times, anywhere in the world.
suffering of the victims of super-typhoon Haiyan, and
Some of the most emblematic projects undertaken covered various sectors: Education (school fees and
during the term of office of the current President supplies, food and housing for 800 students at
General International are the following:
secondary and tertiary level, and vocational training);
rebuilding 200 houses; health (2 medical missions and

Philippines
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Central African Republic

campaigns in 2018); and means of subsistence
(cooperative to promote small businesses and
microcredit enterprises for 500 people).

Central African Republic: Aid to victims of
war and terrorism
The poorest country in the world is suffering
from extreme violence and unrest. The SSVP provides
aid to thousands of displaced people fleeing the
violence, or returning to their homes. With the CIAD,
they have organised 4 missions to distribute food
and clothing, health and hygiene supplies and
household items (€ 38,950).

Burkina Faso: Vocational training for
orphans
The Goughin conference identified 10 orphans
living in extreme poverty, without support, and offered

them training to become motorcycle mechanics, as
well as other training courses. On completion of their
training, they were given a tool kit so that they could
work. This project (costing 7,494 dollars) offered the
young people a reintegration path through work, so
they could recover their lives.

Dominican Republic/Haiti: Rice-growing
In the small district of Bonao, the SSVP in the
Dominican Republic owns a large area of farmland,
which produces over 45,000 kg of rice every year. Of
this, 30 % goes directly to the very poorest people,
another 30 % is sold to maintain the charitable costs
of Conferences in the region, 30 % goes to the
production costs, and the remaining 10 % to the
Superior Council for its own costs. Thanks to the
| 23

South Sudan

perseverance of local Vincentians, the CIAD has
supported the development of a similar rice-growing
area in Haiti in 2021, hopefully with the same success
there.

Peru: Shelter for Venezuelan refugees
Due to the catastrophic economic and political
situation in Venezuela, Peru is seeing a massive influx
of migrants (over 800,000), who are living in
extreme poverty. In collaboration with the Vincentian
Fathers and the Daughters of Charity, the SSVP in
Peru has opened a shelter providing essential care for
40 people a day (breakfast and food parcels, shower
and laundry facilities, health care, psychological
support and legal aid). A sum of € 22,400 has been
contributed.
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Cameroon: Farming scheme
The CIAD supported the inception of this project
in 2019 and 2020 (€ 20,000). This farming project is
intended to develop an ecological market garden, to
promote sustainable practices. The farm is used to train
the local community in ecological agriculture, and
generate income to support the service provided by
the local Conference (Foumban), thus helping families
and young people in the area. The production is used
to distribute food to the people in need supported by
the Conference: 60 families, 300 prisoners and 100
young people. The project also offers job opportunities
for 5 permanent workers and local students, who do
practical tasks on the farm during their school holidays.
They receive a wage from this, so that they can pay
their school fees and meet other needs.

Lebanon

Lebanon: Support for refugees

Palestine: Social centre

Lebanon, a country of 4.5 million people, also
accommodates 1.5 million refugees from Syria and
Iraq, living in situations of poverty. The SSVP Lebanon,
supported by the CIAD, provides meals for elderly
refugees, and full bursaries for refugee children. The
political crisis, the world health crisis, and the terrible
blast at the port of Beirut have aggravated the situation
in the country. The CIAD strives to support the
incredible work of local Vincentians (€ 98,768) by
supplying white goods, medicines, food, etc. However,
the needs are vast, the situation dramatic, and the
country is on the verge of collapse.

There are only a few active Conferences in Palestine.
They make every effort to help those most in need. In
order to better care for them, the SSVP has built a
social centre in a small town to welcome elderly people
and provide them with health care, to offer training
courses for young people, and to reduce, in the long
term, the exodus of Christian families. The CIAD
financed the furnishing of the centre. Two other
conferences obtained help from the CIAD to provide
school supplies for children.
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COVID timeline
19 MARCH

12 MAY

15 JUNE

Quarantaide: Volunteers’ solidarity daily log
(France).

COVID-19 tools to fight the
pandemic.

Donation of 3 tons of food by
Mercadona (Spain).

APRIL
Publication of Ethical Protocol for Social
Media in times of pandemic; and the 15
extraordinary management decisions
regarding COVID-19 made by the 16th
President General.

20 MAY

4 MAY

Extraordinary Circular Letter on the
pandemic from the PGI.

Launch of COVID-19 Urgent Appeal for
Emergency Fund: € 300,000 to 60
National Councils.

25 MAY

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER
New Zealand helped its twinned country
Tonga: donation of furniture.
‘Piaggio on 3 wheels’ food collection
campaign (Switzerland).

Launch of Extraordinaires by SSVP
France: testimonies of volunteers,
collected from the Internet and social
networks (France).

11 NOVEMBER
Distribution of food to children (Togo).

9 MAY
Musical video produced by over 100
young SVP students from the Youth SVP
Programme of SSVP Ireland.

12 JUNE
Publication of report on countries
benefiting from the COVID-19 fund.

13 JUNE
Food distribution in the streets of Accra
(Ghana).
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15 DECEMBER
‘Together, this Christmas’ Campaign (Spain).

Some COVID initiatives worldwide
• Supply of food to vulnerable households and supportive phone calls to people who
live alone (Scotland).
• Distribution of personal protective equipment (PPE) and basic foods to 400 families
(7,000 €) (Zimbabwe).
• Food distribution (South Africa).
• “Gerakan 10Ribu” project to collect funds for the fight against COVID-19 (Indonesia).
• TAM initiative: recruitment of temporary volunteers (England & Wales).
• Young SSVP members helping people in need (Myanmar).
• Project to support victims of COVID-19 and raise awareness of vulnerable population groups (Benin).
• Food bank (Canada).
• Grants programme set up by the New Zealand government to help those most vulnerable, and those
who have lost their jobs (New Zealand).
• Ambulance services (India).
• Solidarity Mobile Hygiene Unit (Brazil).
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Financial
Information
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INCOME /COSTS/SURPLUS
INCOME

€ 238,493

€ 883,375

€ 124,660

€ 968,654

COSTS

€ 156,478

€ 1.011,936

OPERATING SURPLUS

€ 126,279
€0

€ 1.053,114

€ 65,077
€ 1.030,900
€ 799,140

€ 1.121,868

€ 1.093,313

€ 1.168,414

2016

2017

2018

€ 1.179,393
€ 864,217
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2019

2020

€ 1.030,900

2021 BUDGET

Due to the pandemic, the CGI had to cope with a
drop in income in 2020 and 2021, and some activities
were adjusted in response. With that exception, income
and expenditure were broadly in line with expectations
in the period and the CGI had a modest operating
surplus each year. A major decision was the sale of the
CGI’s former HQ and the purchase and refurbishment
of a new modern HQ in Paris 13 which had a
transformative effect on the Balance Sheet.
The CGI was fortunate to enjoy the continued
support of the Concordat countries and other
National Councils throughout this period, albeit at an
understandably lower level in the past two years as
some countries’ income was adversely impacted by the
drop in retail income.
This generous commitment is greatly appreciated.
It ensured that the CGI continued to provide essential
services worldwide. It also financed the activities of the
international structure in implementing the Strategic
Goals of the President General.
Outside of pandemic times, the CGI’s annual
income averaged €  1.1 M in the period of which slightly
less than half was spent on the Paris office and slightly
more than half was spent in supporting the activities
of the international structure each year.
The latest Balance Sheet shows a strong financial
position. It reflects the purchase of the new HQ (net
book value € 13.1 M).

2017
2017

2018
2018

2019
2019

2020
2020

2021 FORECAST
2021 FORECAST

1.866,093

1.842,623

2.143,434

2.048,508

3.043,858

2.548,281

2.802,104

1.240,027

1.288,847

2.750,549

12.214,547

2.718,742

Capital
Capital

Liabilities
Liabilities

1.842,623
1.842,623

1.866,093
1.866,093

2.143,434
2.143,434

2.048,508
2.048,508

3.043,858
3.043,858

2.548,281
2.548,281

2.802,104
2.802,104

2.750,549
2.750,549

1.240,027
1.240,027

1.288,847
1.288,847

1.279,830
1.279,830

Dedicated and Restricted Funds
Dedicated and Restricted Funds

2.718,742
2.718,742

1.866,093
1.866,093

2.048,508
2.048,508

2.143,434
2.143,434

3.568,677
3.568,677

3.442,198
3.442,198

2.548,281
2.548,281

2.802,104
2.802,104

3.043,858
3.043,858

3.367,538
3.367,538

Liabilities
Liabilities

2.750,549
2.750,549

2.718,742
2.718,742

1.240,027
1.240,027

3.848,669
3.848,669
1.842,623

DedicatedCash/Dep/Inv.
and Restricted Funds
Cash/Dep/Inv.

BALANCE SHEET
BALANCE SHEET
2016
2016

1.866,093 3.725,173
3.725,173

3.442,198
3.442,198

3.568,677
3.568,677

4.574,471
4.574,471
2.048,508

2.802,104
172,749
172,749

2.143,434 4.072,236
4.072,236

2.750,549
102,526
102,526

3.043,858 4.776,190
4.776,190

2.718,742
175,806
175,806

Current
Liabilities
Assets
Current Assets

Capital
Capital

1.288,847
1.288,847

12.633,333
12.633,333

Net Fixed
CapitalAssets
Net Fixed Assets

127,687 1.240,027
127,687

172,749

2.752,215
3.568,677
2.752,215

2021 FORECAST
2021 FORECAST

104,034 1.288,847
104,034

0
0

2020
2020

Cash/Dep/Inv.
Cash/Dep/Inv.

107,792 1.279,830
107,792

BALANCE SHEET
BALANCE SHEET
2.000,000
2.000,000
2018
2019
2018
2019

2.791,468
3.442,198
2.791,468

102,526
102,526

4.000,000
4.000,000

Current Assets
Current Assets

172,749
2.807,243
3.367,538
2.807,243

175,806
175,806

127,687
127,687

104,034
104,034

107,792
107,792

6.000,000
6.000,000

2.548,281 4.383,823
4.383,823

3.367,538
3.367,538

3.848,669
3.848,669

4.574,471
4.574,471

3.725,173
3.725,173

8.000,000
8.000,000

4.072,236
4.072,236

4.776,190
4.776,190

10.000,000
10.000,000

4.383,823
4.383,823

12.000,000
12.000,000

Dedicated and Restricted Funds

12.214,547
12.214,547

2021 FORECAST

12.344,546
12.344,546

2020

12.214,547
12.214,547

2019

12.633,333
12.633,333

2018

Liabilities

12.344,546
12.344,546

Capital

12.837,855
12.214,547
12.837,855

14.000,000
14.000,000

13.133,490
12.344,546
13.133,490

12.650,307
12.633,333
12.650,307

2017

3.568,677

1.279,830

Cash/Dep/Inv.

1.842,623
1.842,623

Current Assets
BALANCE SHEET

2016

12.344,546

12.633,333

172,749

175,806

127,687

104,034

107,792

Net Fixed Assets

102,526

2.000,000

0

3.442,198

3.848,669

4.574,471

3.725,173

4.072,236

2.752,215

2.807,243

2.791,468

6.000,000

4.383,823

4.776,190

8.000,000

3.367,538

10.000,000

4.000,000

Dedicated funds (restricted) amounted to € 1.86 M
and cash/ bonds to € 1.85 M. It is notable that Solidarity
Funds (administered by our Commission for
International Aid and Development, and included in
Dedicated Funds) have dropped to € 1.32 M from
€ 2.68 M at the beginning of the period. While part of
this drop reflects disbursements of emergency appeal
funds the current level does highlight a need to boost
the CGI’s Fund for International Solidarity.
Dedicated Funds also includes provisions approved
by the International Executive Committee for the
2023 General Assembly in Rome, 2024 International
Youth meeting and expenses of the canonisation of
Blessed Frederic Ozanam.
The finances of the CGI are on a sound footing
and, with the continued support of the Concordat
countries (Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Hong
Kong, England and Wales, France, India, Ireland, Italy,
Monaco, Holland, New Zealand, Scotland, Singapore,
South Africa, Spain and the United States), are available
to finance the implementation of the President
General’s strategic objectives in the years ahead. The
annual accounts of CGI are externally audited by an
independent Paris auditor and are approved each year
by the Permanent Section and the International
Executive Committee, as required by our Statutes.

1.279,830
1.279,830

13.133,490

12.000,000

12.837,855
12.837,855

7

12.837,855

12.650,307

14.000,000

Dedicated and Restricted Funds
Dedicated and Restricted Funds

Financial report (2016 – 2021)
By Larry Tuomey, General Treasurer
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Formation
As stated in the first point of the SSVP’s Strategic Plan, training and
formation are essential issues to be addressed by the CGI’s leadership for a
smooth running and expansion of the SSVP.
In these last few years, progress has been made on training and formation.
In 2016, a universal training and formation programme was developed for all
members, which covered the following topics:
• History and origins;
• Spirituality;
• The Rule of the SSVP;
• Conference life;
• Poverty and systemic change;
• Visiting;
• International relations;
• Solidarity.
Other topics were added during this period (June 2016 - December 2021)
to complete the programme*:
• Personal growth;
• Practical love at the SSVP;
• Christian doctrine;
• Doing good well;
• Public speaking;
• The Word.

*
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Complying with COVID-19 public health guidelines, formation and training sessions were held virtually.

Supported by the International Commission for Historical Research,
formation material on the founders, the history of the SSVP and its special
charism was developed, and books thereof were published: Santidade Vincentina
(SSVP Saints and Blessed) by Gesiel Theodoro da Silva Junior; Reflexiones
Vicentinas a los Evangelios (Vincentian reflections on the Gospel) by Eduardo
Marques Almeida; Frédéric Ozanam, his life and works by Kathleen O’Meara;
Federico Ozanam y la Rerum Novarum (Frédéric Ozanam and Rerum Novarum) by
Eduardo Almeida and Juan Manuel B. Gómez; Anecdotario de Federico Ozanam
(Frédéric Ozanam’s anecdotes) by María Luisa Tellez; Civilisation au cinquième
siècle (Civilisation in the 5th century) by Frédéric Ozanam; Ocupémonos del
pueblo (Looking after the people), excerpts of texts written by Ozanam and
edited and reviewed by Javier F. Chento; Tejiendo la obra de Dios (Weaving God’s
work) by J.F Chento. There are also the books written by the President General,
Renato Lima de Oliveira: Apaixonados pela caridade e pela justiça (Passionate about
charity and justice), and the collection Crônicas Vicentinas (Vincentian Chronicles).
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In addition, the Handbook for Conferences was published in 2019 to bring
together criteria and good practice about how Vincentian groups work.
Seeking to be “a true and unique worldwide community of Vincentian
friends”, as set out in Article 3.3 of the International Rule, a workshop for
the 12 territorial delegates for training and formation was held in Madrid
in November 2018 to set criteria and priorities for formation and training
at the SSVP.
In May and November 2021, due to the pandemic, two webinars were
held on Pandemic, poverty and future to provide guidance and information to
all Vincentians worldwide about the SSVP’s action and response in times
of pandemic, and the need to adapt to this new reality.
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Themed Years
In addition to the aforementioned programme, the CGI instituted the
“Themed years”, from 2017 onwards, a way of devoting each year to one
of the seven founders of the first Conference of the SSVP. This way, the
CGI seeks to motivate members to deepen their knowledge of the roots
and origin of the SSVP, finding out not only about the historical figures,
but also the spirit, commitment of faith and fraternity which led them to
serve those most in need.
Moreover, an annual international literary contest The First Conference
was launched, to delve into the life and work of the seven founders; and
pilgrimages were made to their tombs: in 2016, to that of blessed Frédéric
Ozanam; in 2017, to that of Emmanuel Bailly de Surcy; in 2018, to that of
François Lallier; in 2019, to that of Paul Lamache; in 2021, to those of F.
Clavé and J. Devaux; and in 2022, to that of Taillandier.
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Blessed Antoine Frédéric Ozanam’s Canonisation

Renato Lima de Oliveira

The “Amin de Tarrazi” Commission for the Cause for the Canonisation
of Frédéric Ozanam has worked extremely hard in these past few years.
New cases for possible miracles through Ozanam’s intercession are
being considered (especially that in Mariana, Brazil). To this end, a vice
postulancy, led by Fr Luiz Botelho, has been established to support the
work of the SSVP, based in Brazil.
According to Father Giuseppe Guerra (vincentian priest from the
Congregation of the Mission (CM) and postulator of the cause in
Rome), the work of the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the Archdiocese of
Mariana is “truly formidable”, because it has completed the report of
the process in just 11 months, bringing together all the documentation
needed so that, looking ahead, the Congregation for the Causes of the
Saints can continue its examination and investigation.
On October 6th, 2020, Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16th President
General of the Society, amidst the pandemic and at that time COVID-19
unvaccinated, solemnly delivered to the Congregation for the Causes
of the Saints the documentation relating to this presumed miracle of
an extraordinary cure attributed to Blessed Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam.
This was a notable date in the history of our beloved SSVP.
2017 marked the 20th beatification anniversary of the main cofounder of the SSVP, Frédéric Ozanam, which took place on August
22nd, 1997. A number of commemorative events were organised.
Nowadays, ‘Ozanam Historical Place’ is open to the public, with the
permission of his family members, at the SSVP’s new head office.

The Committee for the Cause for the Canonisation, and the SSVP worldwide, suffered a great loss with the passing of our brother
Amín de Tarrazi in January 2019, who, as President General of the SSVP, acted as a delegate for this cause. During his more than
70-year membership of the SSVP, Amín de Tarrazi was youth representative at the Council General International in the 1960’s,
National President of the SSVP France from 1967 to 1981, and President of the Council General International from 1981 to 1993.
He was also a delegate for the Cause for the Canonisation of Frédéric Ozanam, a service he carried out until the end of his life.
As a tribute and in gratitude, both the Committee for Ozanam’s Canonisation and the library in Paris were named after him.

38 | 2016-2021 Report

International SSVP Women’s Day
On August 14th, 2020, the bi-centenary of the
birth of Amélie Soulacroix Ozanam, the International
SSVP Women’s Day was established. This day is intended
to remember all SSVP Women who have taken part
and are taking part in the work of service at the
Conferences.
Amélie Ozanam was a clear example of self-denial,
service and unconditional love of God and the mission
of the SSVP, supporting her husband in his dream and
that of his friends, to establish this wonderful network
of charity. It is thanks to her that we have kept much
of the legacy of Frédéric Ozanam.
Another female figure so vital to the origins and
development of the SSVP was Sister Rosalie Rendu, a
woman who took part in the foundation of the first
Conference, and who, as a Daughter of Charity,
introduced the Vincentian charism to this group,
teaching them how to visit the poorest people in
Mouffetard district of Paris.
Throughout the history of the SSVP, Conferences
worldwide, which were almost entirely formed of men,
opened up to the participation of women in every
aspect. In fact, as stated in the Rule of the SSVP (Art
3.3), Vincentians meet “as brothers and sisters with
Christ in the midst of them, in Conferences that are
genuine communities of faith and love, of prayer and
action”, considering that “the entire Society is a true
and unique Community of Vincentian friends, spread
throughout the world”.
Today, SSVP women are essential to the development
of the Conference life throughout the world, and
there are wonderful testimonies from women who go

ever further in their commitment and their Vincentian
mission. One example is the International Secretary
General, Marie Françoise Salesiani-Payet, the first
woman to hold this position in the history of the
CGI, who guides the offices of the International SSVP
in Paris, and represents our organisation at the offices
of the United Nations in Geneva.

Amélie Ozanam
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Communication
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In recent times, the SSVP has been enhancing its
communication. Our beloved organisation is
positioning itself with regard to situations of poverty
and exclusion. It has issued press releases and
communiqués upholding life and the importance of
the family; it has spoken out about the situation of
refugees, the plight of civilians in wars and conflicts,
and the poverty experienced by some countries which
always bear the brunt of humanitarian disasters; and it
has given wide coverage to the new reality caused by
the pandemic throughout the world.
The main goals addressed in this term of office
have been as follows:
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• Updating the website (www.ssvpglobal.org).
• Greater presence on social networks.

• Collaboration with Ozanam TV: the CGI, with
the support of Ozanam TV, provides audiovisual communications and covers the main
international SSVP meetings and the PGI’s halfyearly Talk Shows, which are broadcast live around
the world. Moreover, videos and the CGI’s main
audio-visual messages and communications are
edited and produced.

• Launch of the SSVP’s institutional video, and
another one about the “Vincentian places of
interest in Paris”, to pass on the organisation’s
message and values more easily and consistently
throughout the world.
• Revamped SSVP’s international logo for all member
countries belonging to the Confederation. A
special committee has been set up to discuss a
prospective international logo.
• Ozanam Network quarterly webzine (three issues
a year), featuring all the news from the Council
General International, and the main initiatives
undertaken by member countries of the
Confederation.
• Creation of the post of the CGI’s (Ombudsman)
to settle any possible conflict which could arise
at the SSVP, providing a more understanding and
fraternal path within the organisation.

• LanClub initiative: One of the main challenges for
the SSVP, as an international organisation, is
delivering messages and communiqués translated
into the various official
languages (French, English,
Spanish, Portuguese and
Chinese). This initiative,
coordinated by the
CGI’s communications
department, began in
2018. LanClub is formed
by a group of SSVP
volunteers and collaborators
around the world who translate
texts which are released on the international
communications media, saving on costs, which
can then be devoted to the SSVP’s social action.
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Youth
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Youth should be synonymous with the SSVP, which was founded by
a group of young people in 1833. Since then, it has sought to maintain
that youthful spirit able to adapt to new times and respond to emerging
poverty.
Our President General, Renato Lima, regards youth as pivotal within
the SSVP. Youth is included as one of the ten strategic lines, intended to
rejuvenate the average age of the members, so that the SSVP has at least
30 % of young people among its ranks.
To this end, July 4th, the feast day of the Italian Vincentian Bl. Pier
Giorgio Frassati, was officially established as the SSVP International Youth
Day, with a worldwide collection to promote youth conferences.
Furthermore, from June 15th to 21st, 2018, the 2nd SSVP Youth
International Meeting was held in Salamanca (Spain), which brought
together young SSVP representatives from over 100 countries around
the world. It was an extraordinary meeting, the first of which had
been held ten years earlier, also in Salamanca. During this meeting, the
regional youth delegates were appointed, 12 young people responsible for
developing and coordinating youth actions in the different Vincentian
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territories, while closely working with our brother
Willian Alves, International Vice President for Youth.
An institutional video commemorating the event was
produced, including the best moments experienced
by the young representatives; and the Youth in Hope
anthem was composed for the occasion. One of
the main commitments made by President General
International to the young people at this meeting was
to hold these international meetings every five years,
always in Salamanca. Therefore, if the COVID-19 health
crisis allows, the 3rd International Youth Meeting will
be held in 2024.
The SSVP youth take an active part in their parish
and ecclesiastical sphere, while attending events
specifically organised for young people, such as World
Youth Days.

During this five-year period (2016-2021), we
witnessed the events in Krakow (July 2016), the meeting
that took place at the end of January 2019 in Panama,
and the venue of the International Vincentian Youth
Meeting at Hogar San José de Malambo, under the
motto “The joy of being Vincentian”.
The CGI’s International Youth Committee is
developing projects to further expand SSVP youth
worldwide. Two initiatives are worth mentioning,
which are aimed at fostering communication and
strengthening fraternity, faith and charitable work:
Vincentian Youth Exchanges and the International
Friendship Network.
In September 2021, the Guide for Creating Youth
Conferences at Universities was published.
| 47
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Institutional Life
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Internationals Bodies
To achieve its mission, our beloved organisation creates both external
and internal bonds with other organisations similar to the SSVP, and
among its own members. We, therefore, nurture and develop relations
with the branches of the Vincentian Family, with whom we share our
charism, and with the Church at all levels. We are also present at
international institutions where we can share our way of understanding
the world, evangelise, and defend equality and social justice, especially
towards the poorest.
The CGI promotes and organises meetings and gatherings so that
Vincentians can develop these family bonds. The President General
himself, among his various roles, has the task of being an ambassador for
the Vincentian charism and example, visiting his brothers and sisters, and
empowering the network of charity which identifies us.
The SSVP strives to respond to several goals: eradication of poverty
around the world, preservation of the dignity of persons, promoting
peace and justice, and listening to the voice of the poor across the world.
The SSVP’s own particular character is to be always present, networking
and collaborating to defend the interests of those most in need. With this
aim, much of the work undertaken with these various bodies involves
collaborating with other related entities, as it does with the Vincentian
Family (at the UN offices in the USA), or participating with FamVin or
the International Catholic Committee at the Geneva offices.
The representatives of the Vincentian Family at the United Nations in
Geneva (the Company of the Daughters of Charity and the Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul) took part in the 34th session of the Human Rights
Council in March 2017. In September of the same year, an exhibition
opened at the UN about Saint Vincent de Paul and the SSVP’s projects
regarding international aid and development.

50 | 2016-2021 Report

In July 2018, the SSVP, as part of the Vincentian Family, took part in the
United Nations High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, a
meeting held to review Goal 11 of the UN’s agenda: «Make cities and
human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable».
On February 9th, 2021, the 16th President General of the SSVP, on
behalf of the whole of the Vincentian Family, took part in the UN panel
entitled “How can digital technologies contribute to reducing the number
of people around the world with no home?”. In October and November
of the same year, two UN Conferences were held: the first in China, on
biodiversity (COP15); and the latter, in Glasgow, on climate change
(COP16), two issues on which the SSVP is working at the UN, using its
efforts to raise awareness on the Human Rights Council about problems
which mainly affect the poorest and most vulnerable people so that a
global solution might be found.
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Holy See
The SSVP is represented at the Dicastery for laity,
family and life, the Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development, and is invited to take part in the
Dicastery for Communication.
In 2016, the SSVP took part in an international
congress organised by the Vatican, entitled “Love never
fails”, to mark the 10th anniversary of the encyclical
“Deus Caritas Est”.
In March 2017, the President General International,
Renato Lima de Oliveira, had a general audience with
Pope Francis, at which he took the opportunity to
give the pope a report about the work of the SSVP
around the world. Together with other CGI members,
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our President General also met with the Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development. In October of
the same year, the President General made another visit
to the Holy Father to deliver a document covering the
following topics: the path to holiness within the SSVP;
the progress made on a book about servants of God,
venerable, blessed and canonised Vincentians; life and
work of Blessed Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam; and details
on Ozanam’s canonisation.
In February 2018, the President General again had a
brief meeting in public audience with his Holiness Pope
Francis at the Vatican, where he gave him a report on
the work of the SSVP in Africa. On the same occasion,

the PGI met the Prefect for the Dicastery for laity, family and life, Cardinal
Joseph Farrell, as the SSVP is on the list of international institutions
with ecclesial recognition. Similarly, he had another interesting meeting
with Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect for the Congregation of Eastern
Churches, to consider the work that the SSVP has been doing in the East,
as well as with the leaders of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development (formerly “Cor Unum”). In June of the same year, our
President General represented the SSVP at the meeting of the Dicastery
for Laity, Family and Life, providing information about the SSVP and its
main lines of action on youth and other topics associated with charitable
work.
In 2020, pope Francis appointed Renato Lima de Oliveira member of
the Dicastery for promoting integral human development.
In April 2021, the President General took part in the discussions held
at the Migrants and Refugees section of the aforementioned Dicastery.
Brother Antonio Gianfico, National President of SSVP Italy, is presently
the International President General’s representative for activities and events
relating to the Vatican.
The SSVP supports all the initiatives of the Holy See: It is a member
of the Laudato Si’ movement; and it commemorates the World Day of the
Poor. With regard to the latter, the CGI published the Vincentian Reflection
on the World Day of the Poor in 2021.
On all his international trips, the PGI always includes visits to members
of the church hierarchy: papal nuncios, cardinals, bishops, priests and
other representatives of the clergy.
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Vincentian Family
The SSVP shares the charism and is part of the Vincentian Family, an
organisation which encompasses all the institutions founded by Saint
Vincent de Paul or have him as their patron; so it is important to nurture
and develop the relationships among them, and where possible, promote
shared spaces and joint service on behalf of those most in need.
From 2015 to May 2016, the organisation marked the Year of Vincentian
Collaboration, in which FamVin leaders called for cooperation and
maximum interaction among all Vincentian branches.
2017 marked the 400th anniversary of Vincentian Charism. The main
event of this anniversary took place in Rome, from 11 to 15 October, when
the Symposium of the Vincentian Family was held. Thousands of
representatives from the numerous branches of the Vincentian Family
worldwide attended to mark this event with a wealth of discussions, and
shared prayers and feelings.The high point of the occasion was the gathering
at St Peter’s Square on October 14th, for a public audience with Pope
Francis.
This event also saw the official inauguration of Famvin Homeless
Alliance, a joint project of the whole Vincentian Family on behalf of
homeless people. Its potential has been put into effect with the 13 Houses
Campaign, consisting of initiatives urdertaken by the Vincentian Family
worldwide to encourage projects offering a home to people who have
none. So far, more than 5,000 people have been housed.
In January 2020, the first international meeting of leaders of the
Vincentian Family took place in Rome.
In January 2021, the Vincentian Family officially declared Ozanam’s
canonisation. In September of the same year, a second meeting, virtually
this time, was held (also for Vincentian leaders), with the theme “Pray,
dream and collaborate to serve the poor”.
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Every year, the President General and other CGI members take part,
on behalf of the SSVP, in the Vincentian Family’s International Executive
Committee, which brings together the various servant leaders of the
main Branches of FamVin. This meeting is usually held in Philadelphia
(United States).
The CGI represents the SSVP on various committees and activities of
the Vincentian Family.
More information on: www.famvin.org.

Public audience with Pope Francis (Rome, 2020)
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Celebrations and Anniversaries
In 2017, the Themed Year was inaugurated, annually devoted to one of
the 7 founders of the first SSVP Conference. On September 9th, feast day
of Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, the 20th anniversary of his beatification was
held, recalling the historic moment during the pontificate of Saint John
Paul II, at Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, on August 22nd, 1997. Mass was
celebrated on this occasion where Ozanam’s remains lie, at Saint-Josephdes-Carmes church, and the event was broadcast live to the world on
Ozanam TV.
2018 marked the 15th Anniversary of the Rule, document approved in
Rome in 2003 which recognised the true international status of the
SSVP, and included international statutes to serve as a framework for the
diversity among member countries, all so different from each other in
their culture and legislation.
2019 saw the commemoration of the 180th Anniversary of the founding
of the CGI in 1839, with the aim of coordinating and maintaining the
unity of the SSVP throughout the world. To mark this anniversary, a film
festival The 7 founders was held, an anthem was composed, and several
books were published.
On August 14th, 2020, the bicentenary of the birth of Amélie
Soulacroix Ozanam was marked, and the International SSVP Women’s Day
was inaugurated. On November 13th, it was the 100th anniversary of
“Corrientesis”, the Holy See’s recognition of the SSVP’s autonomy for its
own governance.
In 2021, a spiritual campaign was begun to promote the canonisation
of Frédéric Ozanam, with the 23rd of each month being kept as a fast day.
As well as the main feast days of our Charism, such as that of Blessed
Frédéric Ozanam on September 9th, and that of Saint Vincent de Paul on
September 27th, all members around the world are encouraged to mark
the date of December 8th, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, to
which the SSVP is dedicated.
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PGI’s Activities
Our President General, Renato Lima de Oliveira,
has resumed the Vincentian tradition based on sending
a Circular Letter to all the members around the world
in order to share his actions and ideas. He also sends
messages to all brothers and sisters at Christmas,
reminding them and reinforcing the true path of
belonging to the SSVP.
The President General has given many interviews
to various communications media throughout the
world to highlight the charitable and evangelising
work of the SSVP, such as the two interviews he did
in December 2017 and 2021, for the programme À la
source on KTO TV (a French Catholic TV channel).
In his mission as SSVP representative and the visible
head of the organisation, our President General has
been concerned throughout his term of office to
support his brothers and sisters worldwide. In 2016, he
visited 5 countries; in 2017, 16 countries, in particular
the official visits in March to seven Superior Councils
(Italy, India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, New Zealand, Australia
and Chile); in 2018, 15 countries, 7 of which to Africa
(Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Central African Republic,
Zambia, Mozambique, Botswana and South Africa); in
2019, 10 countries (Panama, United States, Brazil,
Indonesia, Philippines, South Tyrol (Italy), Portugal,
Argentina and Canada); in 2020, with the onset of the
pandemic, only 6 countries (Lebanon, Italy, United
States, Portugal, France and Brazil); and in 2021, still
with travel issues, 7 territories (Gibraltar, Brazil,
Paraguay, France, Portugal, Mexico and Spain).

Taubaté (Brazil)

Moreover, the President General leads institutional
relations with the various bodies with which our
organisation cooperates. He represents the SSVP at
the main Vincentian Family events, in the most
significant institutional activities of the main
international organisations, and in the most notable
events with the Holy See.
Cities where the SSVP’s work has been
recognised on behalf of the PGI
• Navarro (Argentina)
• Salamanca (Spain)
• Bauru, Várzea Alegre, Recife, Brasilia, Taubaté,
Itapetininga, Jundiaí, São Carlos and Goiânia
(Brazil)
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Meetings
The Extraordinary Assembly was held in Rome
(Italy) in June 2016. At this gathering, Renato Lima de
Oliveira was appointed President General.
The CGI’s Annual Meetings have been held in
different venues: in 2017, Paris; in 2018, Salamanca,
which also hosted the SSVP’s 2nd International Youth
Meeting, with more than 100 nations; in 2019, Oporto;
and in 2020 and 2021, due to the pandemic, virtually,
from Paris and Madrid respectively.
As far as international meetings are concerned, in
September 2017, the 2nd Vincentian Meeting of
Portuguese-Speaking Countries was held in Rio de
Janeiro; and, from 15 to 19 November, the SSVP’s 6th
Ibero-American meeting, under the theme “Developing
the structure for better service to the poor”, was held
in Ecuador, attended by over 60 members, National
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Presidents and international territorial Vice-presidents
representing 37 Ibero-American countries.
At the end of 2018, the International Meeting for
Europe 1 was organised, where SSVP countries from
this area met in Durham (UK) to discuss matters such
as the development and improvement of the SSVP’s
service and spirituality.
In April 2019, with the theme “Formed in order to
serve better”, the 2nd Territorial Meeting for America
2 was held in Mexico, attended by the national
presidents of this zone, accompanied by their formation
and training representatives and the coordination
team.
From 2020 onwards, due to the pandemic, inperson meetings, communication and coordination of
the SSVP were switched to virtual meetings.

“Charity in Hope” Medal

J.M. Buergo, Manuel de Florián and Renato Lima (2018)

Craig Turpie and Renato Lima (2019)

P. Smolich S.J. (2020)

In 2018, the SSVP’s CGI instituted an award
as recognition from an organisation wishing
to “embrace the world in a network of
charity”, to be given to associations or
people who pursue the same aims, and/or
collaborate in an outstanding way with the
SSVP anywhere in the world. The choice of
candidates for this medal is made through
proposals from the various Superior/National
Councils in SSVP countries.
The first “Charity in Hope” medal was awarded to the
International Rotary Club at the CGI ‘s annual meetings in
Salamanca in 2018. Manuel de Florián, the governor of district
2201 of the Rotary Club, on behalf of this organisation, received
the award.
The second award was given to the International Scout
Movement at the CGI ‘s annual meetings in Oporto (Portugal),
and received by Craig Turpie, the international president of this
organisation.
In 2020, at the annual meetings of the CGI in Paris, the third
“Charity in Hope” medal was given virtually, due to the pandemic,
to Fr Smolich S.J., director of the organisation, who received the
award on behalf of the Jesuit Refugee Service.
In 2021, at the CGI’s annual meetings, which were held in
Madrid, the fourth ‘Charity in Hope’ medal was given in recognition
of the work of the Pontifical Aid to the Church in Need Foundation
(ACN). Spain’s president at ACN, Antonio Sáinz de Vicuña y
Barroso, received the award on behalf of the organisation.

Antonio Sáinz de Vicuña y Barroso, Renato Lima
and J.M. Buergo (2021)
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