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Paris, July1, 2021 
My dear friends, Young Vincentians of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, 
 

I hope we can meet, in good health and very happily, to celebrate together the fourth of July, SSVP 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF VINCENTIAN YOUTH. 

 
This date is not only marked in our diaries and calendars, but more so, it is already marked in our hearts, 
because it is the day on which all SSVP members look back to their origins, and see in ourselves, the young 
people of today, those young people of long ago (the seven founders), who with courage and audacity began 
this great Network of charity.  
 
The fourth of July marks the significance of the presence of young people, and I must add, of children and 
teenagers, so that our Conferences can continue to fulfil their commitment of making its members holy 
through service devoted to those in need, whom Saint Vincent de Paul has taught us to call, “Lords and 
Masters”. 
 
Every year of our lives, on this date, special to us, the SSVP International Youth Committee offers us a topic 
for us to study, reflect and use in our practical work; these topics have, in recent years, included: 
 
2017: As friends, we are young Vincentians who help to build the great network of charity. 
2018: Vincentian Youth as promoter of a Culture of Peace. 
2019: Young Vincentians caring for the environment! Caring today in order to encourage sustainability and 
ensure the future. 
2020: Young Vincentians: sharing hope and charity. 
 

This year, 2021, we propose the topic: “Vincentian Youth: celebrating the joy of serving, through 
friendship together!” 

 
And I wish to highlight the essential points of this topic, which can be explored fully, and reflected on in our 
conferences and meetings with young people throughout this year, until July 2022. 
 
The topic is based on 2 action verbs and 1 practical attitude: 
 

Celebrating is deeper than celebration, commemoration 
or cheering. Celebration involves participation, 
involvement, commitment, celebrating includes a 
proposal. 

 
When we invite members of the SSVP to celebrate 4th July, we are prompting an even greater proposal, to 
make visible and acknowledge that young people are essential in maintaining the early spirit of our association. 
Remembering our founders, who were brave, audacious young people who knew how to celebrate life, 
devoting themselves to the service of charity in hope. 
 
Celebrating with Vincentian Youth means allowing oneself to be always open to the new, to the realities which 
are there to be discovered. Every young person brings with them a vibrant energy, a huge desire to live life 
well. And Vincentian youth understands this energy very well, as a protagonist in their own story within the 
SSVP, serving and devoted to the poor, because they understand that this, together with a good Christian 
life, can bring them to the greatest goal: holiness in heaven.  
 

CELEBRATING JOY 
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So, 4th July is a great date for celebration, a party, and must be filled with great joy. And it has to be a lasting 
joy, not a shallow, temporary one. The joy which moves us is the understanding that we are Vincentians, 
because we have been called by God. The true joy which drives us is to place ourselves at the service of others, 
as Ozanam said, “we are useless servants”, meaning that we are called to the service of the poor, and this 
should be a great joy for us young people. 
 
Celebrating the joy of being God's children, being Vincentians as God wants us to be. Celebrating the joy of 
walking alongside and together with those in need. Celebrating the joy of building bridges not walls, to return 
the dignity stolen from those in need. Celebrating the joy of spending our youth doing what builds us up, 
sustains us and will bring us to heaven, and listening to Jesus: “Come, beloved of my Father, and possess the 
Kingdom prepared for you since the beginning of time, because I was hungry, thirsty, naked, in prison, sick, 
and you served me”. (Matt 25, 35-45). 

 
Our friend, Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16th President General 
of the SSVP, on the first day of his appointment, invited us 
to walk with him, towards a very happy goal: “The one who 
wants to be first will be last, and the servant of all” (Mark 

9, 35b). Here, we understand at once that our mission in the SSVP is to serve; if we are unable to serve others, 
we are not on the right path in our association. 
 
Since our foundation, up to today, some 188 years, SSVP members have been called to Serve in hope, as our 
logo says, just as our founders gave us the example, and we have to follow it, without fear of losing our way. 
And the example is of dedicated, committed, and devoted service with those in need (wherever they are). 
 
Here I wish to emphasize, for all young Vincentians, that we have been chosen by God to be beside those in 
need, to walk with them and together with them find effective ways to relieve them from their social 
vulnerability, and restore their dignity. And it is through this call that we can achieve holiness. 
 
Let us use our creativity, audacity, energy and courage, characteristics of young people like us, to be of service, 
and everything is possible when we live our mission properly, in our conference. There is no other way of being 
an active member of the SSVP, than by attending our conference every week, and visiting and helping those 
most in need. We know we are going through a different time, because of the Covid-19 pandemic, but for us 
young people above all this must not be a barrier to us continuing our mission, and continuing to reassert our 
vocation. 
 

 In this practical attitude of “Social Friendship”, I refer to the 
latest Encyclical by Pope Francis, "Fratelli Tutti” of 3 
October 2020, in which he addresses Fraternity and Social 
Friendship, inviting us all to live together as brothers and 

sisters, and help those in need. 
 
I want to highlight chapter VI of this encyclical, in which Pope Francis emphasizes “social dialogue and 
friendship”:  
“Approaching, speaking, listening, looking at, coming to know and understand one another, and to find 
common ground: all these things are summed up in the one word ‘dialogue’. If we want to encounter and help 
one another, we have to dialogue. There is no need for me to stress the benefits of dialogue. I have only to 
think of what our world would be like without the patient dialogue of the many generous persons who keep 
families and communities together. Unlike disagreement and conflict, persistent and courageous dialogue 
does not make headlines, but quietly helps the world to live much better than we imagine.  

SERVING 

SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
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The term Social Friendship for Pope Francis, reading his complete letter, is the ability we all have of dialoguing 
with the other, perceiving the other, enabling practical actions so that the other person is heard, remembered 
and helped. And this other person is the most vulnerable in our civil society. The Pope produces a series of 
reflections to help us to realize that the other person is truly very near to us and transfigured in many ways, 
as there are so many forms of poverty, and we have to be active in all of them. 
 
We need practical action, friendship, because this attitude requires us to know the other person, their dreams, 
their fears and their plans, and this is no different in our contact with those whom we are ready to serve. We 
have to be Friends of those in need! And on the basis of this friendship, we will build the bridges needed to 
free them from their state of poverty. The problem here is not the human person, but their condition which 
has to change. But for that to happen, the people, the world leaders, society, the Church, the SSVP, we must 
all be open to dialogue, breaking down barriers and putting up bridges. 
 
On World Youth Day 2016, in Krakow, Poland, Pope Francis spoke to us, young people, in this way: Humanity 
today needs men and women, and especially young people like yourselves, who do not wish to live their lives 
“halfway”, young people ready to spend their lives freely in service to those of their brothers and sisters who 
are poorest and most vulnerable, in imitation of Christ who gave himself completely for our salvation... Dear 
young people, the Lord is renewing his invitation to you to be active in service. He wants to make you into a 
concrete response to the needs and sufferings of humanity; he wants to make you a sign of his merciful love 
for our age”. 
 
And I am renewing this invitation to my dear friends, Young Vincentians in the SSVP, let us be friends of 
those in need, available, joyful, strong and willing. Let us fight with Frédéric Ozanam for greater social 
justice, ensuring the rights and duties of those in need, giving them the opportunity to be active players in 
their own lives. 
 

 
“Vincentian Youth: celebrating the joy of serving, through 
social friendship!” is a concrete proposal for us to live the 
fourth of July and every other day of the year inspired by 
the certainty that the SSVP is stronger, more vibrant, more 

joyful, more beautiful because we have countless young people, children and teenagers giving meaning to the 
dream of Ozanam and his companions to surround the world with a great Network of charity. 
 
I want to repeat the commitment of the Council General International, and of the International Youth 
Committee, for all young Vincentians to have the space necessary in the Vincentian ranks to express their 
ideas and plans, and help to promote charity in all the regions where we are present; and also for us to rely 
on the unconditional support of our President General Renato Lima, who joined the SSVP when he was 15, so 
he knows very well what it is to be a young Vincentian, with our dreams and longings, and of course, 
sometimes our audacity. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic did not stop young people, on the contrary, it encouraged us to make ourselves 
available and to serve even better. We often could not be physically present, but new technologies helped us 
once again to break down the physical barriers of distance, language and culture, and continue to meet for 
our plans and programs. 
 
I will highlight some initiatives of our International Youth Committee in 2020: 
 

CONCLUSION 
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The International Youth Census, knowing how many of us there are in the SSVP: 
• 20% of young people 18 to 35 

• 7% of children 0 to 11 

• 5% of teenagers 12 to 17 
 
We are working in line with Council General’s strategic plan, proposed by our “young” President General, 
Renato Lima, and based on this plan our commitment is to increase these numbers even more, to reach 30% 
of young people, so we are relying on everyone, committed and motivated, to recruit and bring more young 
people into the SSVP. 
 

We have standardised the division of age groups in the SSVP: 
 

• 0 to 11 years - Child 

• 12 to 17 years - Teenager 

• 18 to 25 years - Young  

• 26 to 35 years - Young adult 

•  

Plan for International Friendship Network 
More than 450 young people from 40 countries, getting to know one another, exchanging ideas and sharing 
messages every week. 
 

Young Vincentians exchange programme 
We are helping the exchange of experiences among National Youth Committees, through training and round 
tables, with more than 10 countries involved. 
 

Latin American Youth meeting (on-line) 
185 young people from America 2 and America 3 took part in an on-line meeting 
 

Meetings, training, discussions, exchanges, celebrations (on-line) 
Over 50 on-line meetings have been held with young Vincentians worldwide, promoted by the Committee. 
 
And many more are being carried out and planned this year, 2021. 
 

➢ Distribution of the booklet for founding Youth Conferences in Universities, available in 4 languages; 
➢ Unification of the model Aggregation letter for children and teenagers, and youth conferences, which 

now uses the same form for adult conferences; 
➢ Territorial training for Youth; 
➢ Completion of the longed-for International Manual for Youth Commissions; 
➢ A specific department for children and teenagers in the Youth Committee; 
➢ Continuation of Young Vincentians exchange programme; 
➢ A special week to address the important subject of mental health care, especially among young people; 
➢ A major international video conference of young people (with interpreting for the 4 languages) which 

will be held on 17 July 2021, as part of the fourth of July celebrations; 
 
And we are continuing to support National Councils in promoting the practical establishment of National Youth 
Commissions. 
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Above all, we have much to celebrate this fourth of July, also recalling with great affection the feast day of 
our patron and friend in heaven, Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, asking him to watch over us, young Vincentians, 
and bring our prayers to God. Frassati knew how to live his life as a true celebration of Joy in serving through 
social friendship, a young Vincentian who spent his whole youth with the poor, making him happy and taking 
him to heaven. 
 
Thank you to all for dreaming with me of an SSVP ever younger, more vibrant, bolder and braver, more alive, 
dreaming more, holier, because such characteristics make us more certain of shouting louder, so that 

everyone can hear us, BEING A YOUNG VINCENTIAN MAKES ME HAPPY, AND IT IS VERY GOOD 
TO LIVE IT ALL IN THE SSVP! 
 

 

Happy fourth of July, International Day of Vincentian Youth! 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati - Pray for us! 

` 
 
 

Confrere Willian Dimas da Silva Alves 
International Vice-President for Youth, Childhood and adolescence 

 


