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Editorial

Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General

Hoping for Better Days

2020 has come to an end, a year that will be
remembered in human history due to the global
health crisis that has taken thousands of lives, while
bringing about countless negative consequences
for the global economy and countries, thus
exacerbating misery, unemployment and social
vulnerability.
Students were kept out of school. The devout
could not take part in celebrations or receive
sacraments. People could not hug or greet
each other. Families were kept apart to avoid
overcrowding. Conferences and Councils could not
hold their regular meetings. Many poor people
were even left unattended. A tough year that will
be engraved on our minds.
As we know, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has
also been hit by the pandemic. Our Conferences,
Councils and Special Works (notably day care
centers and nursing care homes) have changed
their protocols. However, we are responding to
this period with creativity and innovation. We
have made it through this year without greatly
compromising the services provided to those
who suffer. The Council General has boosted
international humanitarian aid and intensified
resources in many countries.

It is evident that some of our members are having
to cope with money worries and emotional
distress. All these issues were addressed in
the recent Extraordinary Circular Letter, with
some recommendations as to how to face this
unfortunate situation. Despite everything, we are
absolutely confident that the Good Lord will never
leave us alone.
2021 will be the year to make up for lost time. All
the activities to be undertaken in 2020 (the official
inauguration of the new headquarters in Paris
and several President General’s missionary trips)
will be carried out in the years to come, with even
greater emphasis. We will compensate for all this
with hard work, commitment and service.
The Council General must move forward, since
the International Confederation revolves around
Council General’s vigour and driving force to
“spread the virus of goodness”.
This issue of “Ozanam Network” is packed with
articles, news and information about how the SSVP
is accomplishing, with God’s grace, the previously
defined strategic goals, despite the pandemic.
Enjoy your reading and stay with God.
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Christmas Message 2020
Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General

My dear brothers and sisters, members of SSVP
And friends of the Vincentian Family,
Merry Christmas!
The angel said to Mary: “You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High
[...] his kingdom will never end” (Luke 1, 30-33)
The angel’s announcement to Our Lady is the
certainty that Jesus, our redeemer, has come to
bring salvation to all who believe in God and in
Christ’s message.
As Vincentians, we can never lose faith and hope
that, with Christ, we will overcome all the difficulties
that may arise in our journey, in this life.
Our Vincentian Conferences, together with our
Councils and social works, have endeavoured
to serve, with love and dedication, the most
disadvantaged and vulnerable, seeking to help them
to surmount the problems they encounter in life.
Dear brothers, dear sisters,

This year has been very difficult due to the health
crisis that has affected all continents. And that is
precisely why we will be celebrating Christmas in
2020 with much more vigour and enthusiasm.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the figure of the poor
sufferer, expects from us a truly more fraternal
service of charity, bringing material bread together
with spiritual bread to the needy, no matter where
or how.
Therefore, we wish all the SSVP members and our
friends from the Vincentian Family throughout the
world a HAPPY and HOLY CHRISTMAS from the Lord,
as a family, spreading peace and harmony around us,
and proclaiming that Christ is the living gift of God for
humanity.
May 2021 - International Year of Jules Devaux represent a moment of rebirth, of regain and renewal,
in the hope of building a more just and united society.
These are the wishes of the President General and
the Council General for all of you.
Happy 2021!
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Results of the International
Contest for Félix Clavé’s
Thematic Year
On the feast day of Blessed Frederic Ozanam, the
CGI announced the results of the international
contest for Félix Clavé’s thematic year, and also
that 2021 will be devoted to Jules Devaux.
The President General International, Renato Lima de Oliveira,
on behalf of the Council General International, made public
the results of the fourth International Literary Contest “the First
Conference – International Thematic Year of Félix Clavé”.
1st Prize: Adenilton Faustino Moreira. Brazil: 1,000€
2nd Prize: Thierry Vialatte de Pémille. France: 750€
3rd Prize ex aequo: Obinna Frednard Ogbu. Nigeria / Eric Morell. Spain.
España. 500€.

Adenilton Faustino Moreira, 1st Prize
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themed year of félix clavé

Results of the International Contest
for Félix Clavé’s Thematic Year

Special Honorable Mention
(Hors concours):
Cláudia Márcia de Freitas Pereira.
Brazil
Honorable Mention:
Philippe Menet. France.
Njoku Collins. Nigeria.
Aaron Galindo. Honduras.
Grace Olofu. Nigeria.
The SSVP’s Council General
International
also
granted
an equivalent amount to the
Conference to which the author
of the work belongs. The money
granted to the Conference will
be fully allocated to social work,
activities or projects carried out by
the Conference, represented by its
President.
The Council General has received
31 literary works submitted by
members from the following
continents: 3 from Europe, 13
from Africa, 3 from Asia, 10 from
America and 2 from Oceania.

Cláudia Márcia de Freitas was
awarded with a Special Honorable
Mention by President General

We would like to
remind you that
the upcoming 2021
International Thematic
Year will be devoted to
Jules Devaux

We congratulate all the participants
and all those who have helped
to organise this Contest. “The
Organising Committee is impressed with the contents and presentation
of the works, which are improving year after year. The Council General
welcomes the interest aroused within the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
in the Thematic Year project, which aims at further delving into the work
produced by each of the seven young founders. The key goal is to ensure
that the knowledge shared by everyone concerning the emergence of
the first Conference and the subsequent development of the Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul has an impact, that the history of the founders is
known, that it is spoken about, that it is of value as an example, especially
for the young people who are attending Conferences today. The seven
founders collectively created our Society.For this reason, with respect
and consideration, we remember the legacy bequeathed to us.“, said our
President General, Renato Lima
We would like to remind you that the upcoming 2021 International
Thematic Year will be devoted to Jules Devaux. Those fellow members
who are interested in taking part of the contest, which will be launched
on February 8th, 2021, can start preparing their submissions.
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Arthur Schultze
Twinning Commission Officer

2020 Forecast
Covid-19 has definitively had an impact on international
aid in the present year.

Twinning Report
The Council General International (CGI) is
immensely grateful to the donor countries,
whose contribution to Twinning and Projects,
undertaken in needy countries around the
world, has been very significant.
2019 Review
In 2019, despite a drop in 2018, aid funding
from donor countries was allocated to Twinning
(€1,514,854) and Projects (€980,155), amounting to
€2,495,009.
At a glance:
• 19 donor countries;
• 88 twinned countries;
• 58 beneficiary countries of Twinning funds;
• 16 beneficiary countries of Project funds;
• 28 beneficiary countries of both Twinning and
Project funds;
• 14 countries received no Twinning or Project funds.

According to updated estimates, there has been a 5–7%
drop in twinning funds (€75,000-€106,000 respectively),
arising from the following: SSVP’s charity shops with
limited resources; ‘cash shortfalls’ resulting from
churches and parishes being forced to close their doors,
meaning daily mass collections were on pause, thus
having a financial impact on Councils and Conferences
which are reliant thereon. Some donor countries,
though, have kept up their current contributions.
As for Project funds, there has been a drop of around
10% (roughly €98,000).
Thinking Ahead
The 2016-2022 Strategic Planning, under the motto
‘Building a global network of spiritual and material
support’, sets out goals aimed at addressing the need for
donor countries to increase their material and spiritual
contribution; at identifying new donor countries;
at enhancing the process of producing reports by
beneficiary countries to show donor countries the
result of their aid funding.
The Twinning Policy and Procedures manual has been
updated and will be available in 4 languages on the
International website, with access to all Twinning and
Project reports.
“The commitment to providing aid funding to 74
countries has contributed to helping many people in
many ways. Thank you.”
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President General Meets with
Paris’ staff
Meetings are generally conducted by fellow member
Marie-Françoise.

The Secretary
General ensures that
the team is always
united. To this
end, face-to-face or
virtual meetings are
regularly held

The proper functioning and the achievement of outcomes of every
institution is directly proportional to employees’ devotion, energy and
enthusiasm. Within the Council General, it could not be otherwise.
The Secretary General, fellow member Marie-Françoise Salesiani-Payet,
ensures that the team is always united. To this end, face-to-face or virtual
meetings are regularly held. Today, with the recent changes in the team,
the work environment could not be any better!
The 16th President General, fellow member Renato Lima de Oliveira,
was in Paris to chair the CGI sessions and took this opportunity to take
part in one of the meetings with the staff on the morning of October
5th. “It was a very fruitful meeting in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.
Our staff is very qualified, and the Council General is very proud to have
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The current team
is made up of the
following employees:
Liliane Monteiro,
Bruno Fabre,
Anne Wintenberger,
Stéphane Joachim,
Paula Gomes
and Marin Gontier

President General Meets with
Paris’ staff

them on the team, since they contribute to the progress made in the
international strategic planning.”, stated President Renato.
At the meeting, Renato and Marie-Françoise thanked everyone for their
professionalism, especially in these difficult times due to the health
crisis. “Our employees are outstanding, proactive and willing to address
any need. It is rewarding to know that both the President General and
the Council General can count on these professionals, who, with great
zeal, take care of the office work.”, remarked Marie-Françoise.
In his speech, Renato gave a brief explanation on the relevance of
confidentiality in the work environment and the processing of personal
data and corporate emails. He also highlighted the projects to be carried
out until 2022, and kindly requested the joint efforts of the team to
undertake them with devotion, quality and efficiency, always meeting the
deadlines. The President briefed the staff on the upcoming international
events: the official inauguration of the headquarters in Paris (God willing,
April 2021) and Ozanam’s canonization process. Shortly thereafter, there
was a Q&A session.
The current team is made up of the following employees: Liliane Monteiro,
Bruno Fabre, Anne Wintenberger, Stéphane Joachim, Paula Gomes and
Marin Gontier. Moreover, a hiring process for a Special Consultant will
be conducted, as approved by the Board. The Council General is getting
ready for the future and requires qualified staff to provide quality service
to the Superior Councils that comprise our beloved Confederation.
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The President General Attends
Several Meetings in Rome
Besides delivering documentation pertaining to an alleged second miracle,
the President had an intense agenda.
On October 6, the 16th President General, Renato
Lima de Oliveira, fulfilled an intense work agenda
in Rome (Italy). Amidst the pandemic, he personally
delivered to the Congregation for the Causes of the
Saints the documents attesting an alleged second
miracle ascribed to Blessed Antoine-Frédéric
Ozanam.

He first met with Father Bertin Sanon, Superior
General of the Religious of Saint Vincent de Paul
(RSV), a branch of the Vincentian Family with which
the SSVP currently has a cooperation agreement.
Father Bertin asked Renato to be one of the official
speakers at the next RSV General Assembly, which
will be held, God willing, in Paris, in May 2021.

Once the documents were delivered, Renato Lima
took part in other activities, aimed at strengthening
the role of the Council General International at the
Vatican, and thus working towards new institutional
agreements and partnerships.

PGI took part in activities aimed at
strengthening the role of
the CGI at the Vatican

Visit to the Press Office of the Holy See - Vatican News
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The President General Attends
Several Meetings in Rome

The President General seized
the opportunity to foster
new collaborations between
the SSVP and the Latin
American Church
the Holy See by the Archdiocese of Mariana
(Brazil). We have to keep up our prayers to
gain this grace.

Meeting with Msgr Humberto Franco from the Pontifical
Commission for Latin America

Renato Lima then visited the Holy See’s Press
Office and the Dicastery for Communication. He
was welcomed by journalist Silvonei Protz, head of
the Portuguese language service. An exceptionally
pleasant meeting with the prospect of future
collaborations to disseminate SSVP news and reports
on the Vatican’s media, like the Vatican newspaper
L’Osservatore Romano and the Vatican Radio.
He later met with Msgr Humberto Franco,
from the Pontifical Commission for Latin
America. On this occasion, the President
General again seized the opportunity to
foster new collaborations between the SSVP
and the Latin American Church, both in terms
of charity work and evangelisation for those
most in need. This Commission is a body of the
Roman Curia in charge of examining matters
pertaining to the Church in Latin America,
where the SSVP has 45% of its Conferences
and active members.

Beholding an unrecognisable empty St
Peter’s Square, with no tourists due to the
health crisis, Renato Lima prayed for all
Vincentians around the world, praying to
God for the unemployed and the poor assisted by
the Vincentian Conferences and special works. Our
President also prayed for all the Vincentian servantleaders, the Vincentian Family, the clergy, health
professionals, scientists and world leaders. “God has
been very generous to me, allowing me to participate
in all these activities amidst the pandemic. This
shows that He is the one who governs our Society.
We are only worthless servants, as Saint Paul says”,
ended President General.

President General along
with Fr Giuseppe Guerra,
CM, postulator in Ozanam’s
process of canonisation

Finally, President Renato Lima met with
Father Giuseppe Guerra, CM, postulator in
Ozanam’s process of canonisation in Rome,
who briefed the President on the next
steps of the process and confirmed receipt
of documents (especially medical/expert
reports and witness testimonies) delivered to
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Commission for International Aid
and Development

2020 Interim Report
October 2020

The CGI’s Commission for International
Aid and Development (CIAD) is in
charge of reviewing funding requests
by SSVP countries all over the world.
It covers three main areas:
Disaster relief: emergency relief
and rehabilitation programmes after
natural or man-made disasters.
Development: self-help, profit-making
and systemic change-oriented projects
and actions.
SSVP Expansion: implanting the SSVP
in new countries and strengthening its
structure where necessary.

Ene – Oct 2020 – Algunas Cifras
552.410 € enviados a 59 países
Asia 12%;
63.389 €

SSVP 2%; 9.750 €

Developing
7%; 40.973 €

Europe 2%;
11.184 €
America 16%;
88.212 €

MENA 24%;
133.292 €
Oceania 1%;
2.998 €
Africa 45%;
249.335 €

Catastrophes:
rehabilitation
39%; 233.593 €

Catastrophes:em
ergencies 52%;
268.094 €
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Commission for International Aid and
Development

Focus on...
Covid-19 crisis: Thanks to the generosity of the
SSVP worldwide, the CIAD has provided Covid-19
emergency assistance in 56 countries, amounting to
€284,030. This assistance mainly consists of providing
hygiene and self-protection items as well as food and
educational support to poor families harshly hit by
the crisis. CIAD’s limited funds are used for smallscale emergencies.
The situation in Lebanon has become worse in this
beleaguered country. In addition to the plight of
millions of refugees in the country, the Covid crisis
delivered a tough blow to the country amidst the
political turmoil. Furthermore, the massive explosion
in Beirut port caused thousands of victims and severe
damage. The CIAD is supporting the exceptional
Vincentians in Lebanon by carrying out several
projects: weekly meals for elderly refugees, purchase
of medicines, distribution of electrical appliances,
etc.
Elsewhere, despite restrictions imposed by the
Covid crisis (lack of funding and impossibility of
commuting), the CIAD is mobilising to support
Vincentians and pursue their normal work: food and
medicines were sent to several disaster-affected
countries; home reconstruction in the aftermath of

cyclones in Indonesia; or repair work being done in
a SSVP nursing home for elderly people in Colombia.
As far as expansion or Conferences’ daily work are
concerned, the CIAD has supported many activities,
namely, a day-care centre in Palestine, a home
for Venezuelan migrants in Peru, a pilot farm in
Cameroon, or educational support in Nepal.

This is an overview of the current situation. The
CIAD’s detailed annual report will be produced in
early 2021. The CIAD only relies on the Fund for
International Solidarity (FIS) to carry out its actions
all over the world. This fund is exclusively fed by
donations, mainly from our SSVP Councils and
Conferences… Any donation is welcome!

Should you wish to support the CIAD via the FIS,
please contact your National Council or the CGI
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Members from around the world speak
to President General
The progress being made with Ozanam’s canonisation and the importance of the
Vincentian charism in a world hit by the pandemic were the main topics of the Talk Show.
On 18 October 2020, on Facebook Ozanam TV,
President General, Renato Lima de Oliveira, joined
members from all over the world in a live Q&A
session.

•

Vincentian values and service to the poor.

•

The legacy of our founders, and Ozanam’s
canonisation.

For the first time, the Talk Show benefited from
simultaneous interpretation in two of the SSVP’s
official languages, Spanish and English, so that many
members could follow this lively event in their own
language.

The SSVP’s structure, management and role

Delving into the content of the Talk Show, we can see
that the questions put to the President General fall
into three main areas:
•

The structure, management and administration
of the SSVP.

President General answered the question about
the role of the Council General International saying
that, “it is like a lighthouse, marking out the SSVP’s
main goals and lines of action”. National Councils
and the various intermediate levels within the
SSVP’s structure have to follow this guiding role, so
that Conferences and members are supported and
strengthened in their service.
There was also discussion about the SSVP’s logo,

Ozanam TV team with the President
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which has to be agreed by all the SSVP, undertaking
to use it globally, for each of the countries in the
Confederation. “It is important to have a single logo
to identify us all”, said Renato Lima, and the Council
General is working towards this.
As regards establishing the SSVP in other countries,
President General talked about the opportunity to
expand the SSVP in around 20 more countries. The
pandemic has slowed down this process, but as an
example, Renato Lima listed some specific proposals
which are underway, including: Tanzania, Greece,
San Marino, Andorra, Kazakhstan and northern
European countries (Norway, Sweden, Denmark
and Finland).
Vincentian values and service to the poor
There were several questions about the new
situation caused by Covid, and the role Vincentians
should take on in this new reality. President General
answered that “our service and our charism are
more necessary than ever”. He remarked that “We

Members from around the world
speak to President General

have to be mindful of our responsibility and act
accordingly. We cannot leave people alone who are
suffering in poverty, and we must be imaginative
and dynamic in helping those most in need”.
Many questions addressed the importance of
youth to the SSVP. Renato Lima answered that we
have to be open to them, both in creating new
youth conferences and including young people in
conferences already operating. No matter what,
he explained, “openness means creativity by all
members, an open mind and the ability to accept
new ideas, new networks”.
There was also time to speak about fraternity and
family life within the SSVP, where “there must be
charity and respect among members”, so that we
can help each other and serve our neighbour. This
Christian and Vincentian behaviour is the best
visiting card, the best statement of our intentions in
civil society, which can be summarised as “see how
they love each other”.
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Members from around the world
speak to President General

The great star of the Talk
Show was Ozanam and his
canonization process, which is
making progress and bringing
new joys

God willing, the next Talk Show with President
General will be in late April 2021.

The legacy of our founders, and Ozanam’s
canonisation process

God willing, the next Talk Show
with President General will be in
late April 2021

The great star of the Talk Show was Ozanam and
his canonization process, which is making progress
and bringing new joys. President General answered
many questions on this point, and reported that the
moment we see Ozanam raised to the altar is coming
closer.

If you couldn’t join in live, watch this Talk Show in
English
Our special thanks to the Ozanam TV team and the
interpreters for this event, Vitória Evelin Pereira and
Celsita María Graciela Díaz Stete.

Renato Lima asked for patience on this matter from
all members, since the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints has to analyse all the documentation
attesting to a claimed second miracle, which has
been provided by the President General.
Acknowledging the interest of the audience,
President General spoke of the importance of
the other SSVP founders and the themed years
dedicated to each of them, and also commented
on the impact of Sister Rosalie Rendu, and the key
figure of Amélie Soulacroix, Ozanam’s wife, whose
200th birth anniversary we are celebrating, and to
whom we owe thanks for, among other things, her
zeal and commitment to compiling the work and
correspondence of her husband.
To conclude, the Talk Show could be summed up in
one of the questions posed by one of the members to
Renato Lima: How would he like to be remembered
during his term as President General? His answer was:
“I would like my term of office to be remembered
as a presidency which was transparent and close
to members, and has endeavoured to rescue the
legacy of the seven founders, and relaunch Ozanam’s
canonisation process”.

Our special thanks to the Ozanam
TV team and the interpreters for
this event
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First Virtual Annual Meeting Held by
Council General International
Due to the pandemic, the Council General International agreed to hold its Annual Meeting
virtually, split into two sessions (October 4th and December 13th, 2020).
During the first session held on October 4th, feast of
St. Francis of Assisi, the following was approved: 11
resolutions, most of which pertaining to the French
regulatory compliance observed by the SSVP’s CGI;
minutes of meetings held in 2019 by the International
Executive Committee and the Permanent Section; as
well as activity reports produced by President General
and Secretary General, and the CGI’s accounting
report prepared by Treasurer General, duly audited
by external auditors.
This meeting, broadcasted live on Ozanam TV, began
with the SSVP’s hymn, followed by the opening
prayers. The President General then gave an inspiring
opening speech stressing the need to carry out our
charitable work despite the hurdles imposed by
the pandemic, to be part of the lives of the most
vulnerable people, and to be a guiding light of the
world around us.
Besides this speech, the song The world needs to
calm down, expressly composed for these hard
times of disease and lockdown, was played. Then,
a spiritual reflection was delivered on ‘charity and

the pandemic’, led by Fr. Andrés Motto, CGI Spiritual
Advisor.
With regard to the budget, a special item was created
to be allocated to the canonization process of AntoineFrédéric Ozanam, resulting from the progress being
made in his cause, an important milestone in the
SSVP’s history. This item is to be managed by Italy’s
National Council.
With regard to cooperation and partnerships with other
institutional bodies, a collaboration agreement was
signed with the International Formation Center (CIF),
which belongs to the Congregation of the Mission. The
CIF will help Vincentians in their formation process,
focusing on two key topics: The anthropological view
of poverty, and the theology of St. Vincent.
Furthermore, a ‘Child Safeguarding Protocol’ was
established to guide best practice in the Society to
protect children from all forms of abuse, neglect,
exploitation and violence. This document is
available to all member countries belonging to the
Confederation.
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The Council General Celebrates
4 years in Office
On 9 September, fellow member Renato Lima de Oliveira and his team celebrated four
years in office leading the Council General International.
During this period, the
International Board, with
God’s grace and the Superior
Councils’ support, has made
significant progress for the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
as a whole.
“These have been moments
of great joy and learning.
Everything that we have
achieved is the result of
the joint efforts of all Board
members, and those belonging
to the international structure,
as well as the employees at
headquarters and especially
the member countries of our
Confederation. I am proud
to be the President General of this wonderful team”,
stated President Renato Lima.
A link is provided below to a PDF article Four years in
office: serving with transparency. Therein, President
Renato recaps the main achievements, highlighting
the strategic planning, new aggregations (2,200
Conferences), the Ombudsman General’s office,
transparency in management, the new headquarters
in Paris, international travels, the SSVP’s expansion
(five new countries), global aid, institutional relations
and cooperation agreements, spirituality and
formation, youth and communication, the legacy
of the seven founders, Ozanam’s canonization and
many other issues.
“It has been a four-year term of hard work and
many achievements, yet with challenges, like the
pandemic. First off, I would like to thank my family
and God, who has been very kind to us in these four

years, giving us the strength to overcome hardships
and pitfalls. It is a great privilege and honor, as well
as an immense responsibility to serve as President
General for all members around the world”, remarked
our President.
At the end of the text, fellow member Renato makes
three requests to the Vincentians around the world:
“Pray for me, serve the poor with true love and
preserve unity within the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul”. He dedicates the results of his office to the
memory of fellow member Amin Abouhamad de
Tarrazi, 12th President General, who passed away in
January 2019.
Click here to read the Letter 40/2020, summarizing
the actions undertaken to date. The Superior Councils
are kindly asked to widely disseminate the contents
thereof among the members, Councils, special works
and the Vincentian Family of each nation.
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Council General’s
Request that Ozanam
Be Declared ‘Doctor
of the Church’
In November of last year, at the request of the
Commission for Historical Research, chaired by our
fellow member Juan Manuel Buergo Gómez, the
decision was made to submit the SSVP’s request to
the Holy See that Ozanam be declared ‘Doctor of
the Church’ at the CGI’s Board meeting held in Milan
(Italy), the birthplace of Blessed Antoine-Frédéric
Ozanam.
As of today, the Catholic Church has only named 36
Doctors of the Church, Christians who have stood out
for their great theological insights, their holiness and
faith at different milestones throughout the history
of the Church; hence, being honored with such a title
conferred by the Church.
As stated by the Magisterium of the Catholic Church,
when Christians are proclaimed Doctors of the
Universal Church, they are regarded as ‘models of
holiness, doctrinal truth and sacred science’. We are
certain that Ozanam’s life and work fully embody all
these attributes.
All Vincentians firmly believe that Ozanam, because
of all his well-known virtues, renowned expertise
and, particularly, his research work and publications
on social justice, could be added to the list of the
Doctors of the Church. Despite the great challenge
involved in obtaining this title granted by the Holy
Church, we will pursue this process vigorously.
To this end, the Council General seeks to make
official the request to submit the first documents to
the Vatican by the end of the year. This process may
take some years, so patience, confidence and faith
are essential in the Holy Church’s decision making.
“Council General’s request that Ozanam be declared
a Doctor of the Church is part of the institutional

efforts made by the CGI and the SSVP to make the
life and legacy of Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam better
known to the whole of mankind. We will do our best
to disseminate his biography and his contribution
to the Church and the poor. Surely, this will help
even more in his process of canonization,” stated
President Renato.
Ozanam was a devout Catholic. No wonder St.
John Paul II, who spoke movingly about Ozanam,
declared him one of the forerunners of the Church’s
Social Doctrine during his beatification homily,
in 1997. Ozanam was a man full of virtues, with
theological, doctrinal and social knowledge, which
he disseminated with great charity and love among
the most needy, supported by the other co-founders
of the SSVP.

We will do our best to disseminate
his biography and his contribution
to the Church and the poor
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Fires at Churches are a
Threat to the Expression
of Religious Freedom
The Council General condemns any kind of
religious intolerance
The appalling and unacceptable acts of arson that
are sweeping across religious temples throughout
the world; in particular, the recent cases of Catholic
parishes and chapels being burned down, make us
reflect on the rise of religious intolerance.
One of the Catholic temples recently vandalised was
the parish of La Asuncion (Chile), built in 1876 by the
Daughters of Charity (DC), a branch of the Vincentian
Family. The torched Neo-Gothic temple, influenced
by the Sainte-Chapelle (royal chapel) in Paris, was
regarded as an “architectural jewel” of the Chilean
capital.
Pursuant to Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, everyone has the freedom to manifest
one’s religion or beliefs, and this right is necessary
to protect public safety. As a member of the UN
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the SSVP also
advocates these same principles.
Furthermore, in many places around the world,
religious persecution and prejudice against Christian
beliefs are commonplace, thus increasing the number
of refugees.
We, as members of the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul, committed to charity, solidarity, respect and
life, cannot stand idly by faced with these attacks
occurring in different parts of the world, which
include acts of arson, vandalism, desecration, looting
and mockery.
Obviously, we are all Church; nevertheless, Christian
buildings are essential for the community to express
their faith, where sacraments are celebrated,
where the preaching of God’s word is heard from
faithful ministers. And these are the buildings where

ministries, initiatives and services are fostered, just
like the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, which promotes
its events and meetings. Hence, preserving churches
is safeguarding faith.
The Council General International of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul condemns any attack on the Catholic
faith, especially these criminal fires, and expects that
perpetrators will be prosecuted, in accordance with
the applicable law of each country.
Attacks on churches may cause extensive damage;
but this will never undermine the faith or extinguish
the flame of Christ which stirs the hearts of all
God’s children. Social and popular manifestations
are welcome, provided that they are peaceful and
respectful.
Let us pray for the conversion of sinners and their
redemption, and may God always protect His Church,
delivering us from evil. “That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my Church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18).

Attacks on churches may cause
extensive damage; but this will
never undermine the faith or
extinguish the flame of Christ
20

church and ssvp

A Prayer to the Creator
Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti of the Holy Father Francis
on fraternity and social friendship
“How important it is to dream together… By ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things
that are not there. Dreams, on the other hand, are built together”. Let us dream, then,
as a single human family, as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, as children of the
same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the richness of his or her
beliefs and convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all.”
A Prayer to the Creator
Lord, Father of our human family,
you created all human beings equal in dignity:
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter,
dialogue, justice and peace.
Move us to create healthier societies
and a more dignified world,
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war.
May our hearts be open
to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognize the goodness and beauty
that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects,
and shared dreams. Amen.

Link to the Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti
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95th Anniversary of Ozanam’s
Canonisation Process
Drawing closer to his canonisation after a possible second miracle in 2014.
In 1925, the beatification/canonisation process of
Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam was officially opened
by the Diocese of Paris (France) at the request of
the Council General International. In 2020, we are
commemorating the 95th anniversary of a lengthy
process entailing inquiries made in his cause.

over the years, were annexed to the open process at
the Vatican. In 1929, Ozanam’s body was exhumed
the first time. At that time, the Council General got
permission from his relatives to remove part of the
relics (a piece of linen surrounding the body). A new
exhumation took place in 1956.

Yet, long before that, shortly after his passing in
1853, Ozanam’s reputation of sanctity was already
widely known. His widow, Amélie Soulacroix, and
the priests Henri Lacordaire and Charles-Alphonse
Ozanam (his brother) were the first ones to publish
his biographies, giving rise to the initiation of
Ozanam’s beatification process, around 70 years
after his death.

Another important event was the crypt reformation,
which was reformed twice: in 1913, on the 100th
anniversary of his birth; and in 1953, on the centenary
of his death. Hence, the path to sanctity was paved:
in 1962, the Vatican declared him SERVANT OF GOD;
in 1992, the Holy See declared the HEROICITY OF THE
CHRISTIAN VIRTUES (faith, hope, charity, courage,
prudence, temperance and justice); in 1993, Ozanam
was proclaimed VENERABLE.

In 1912, the Archbishop of Paris, cardinal LéonAdolphe Amette, wrote the “Beatification Prayer”,
and the Council General asked all the Conferences
in the world to disseminate this prayer. Shortly
afterwards, in 1913, on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of Ozanam’s birth, there was a strong
intention to initiate the cause of beatification. His
tomb in a beautiful crypt in Paris also contributed
to the pilgrimages and dissemination of his virtues.
Thus, in 1925, the process was opened; and, in
1926, the first miracle took place with the healing
of an 18-month-old baby in Brazil, Fernando Ottoni,
afflicted with a serious form of diphtheria. This was
the first of dozens of testimonies and accounts that,

It was in 1995, 70 years after
initiating the process, the healing
of baby Fernando was officially
recognised as a miracle by the
Vatican

However, it was in 1995, 70 years after initiating the
process, the healing of baby Fernando was officially
recognised as a miracle by the Vatican, thus setting
the beatification feast day in 1997 in Paris, on the
occasion of the 12th World Youth Day, presided
over by the “Vincentian Pope” St. John Paul II. This
ceremony gathered thousands of SSVP members in
the Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris.
Since 1997, the process has evolved, but the cause
for canonization was not substantially advanced.
In 2013, on the bicentenary of Ozanam’s birth,
the Council General made a new call for new
possible miracles through Ozanam’s intercession.
Several cases were presented at the SSVP’s general
headquarters, and inquiries were made in his cause
to no avail.
Divine Providence is merciful, though. In 2014,
a high-risk pregnancy of a Brazilian woman who
prayed to Ozanam to cure her baby, still a foetus.
This was another irrefutable evidence of AntoineFrédéric’s sanctity. The baby didn’t have certain
parts of the skull, and after the family’s and the
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local Vincentian Conference’s prayers, the skull was
perfectly formed. The child is now 6 years old. In
2016, the child’s mother emailed President General,
fellow member Renato Lima, to inform him about
this case. Shortly afterwards, the Council General
learned about this case, and the President General
set up a research commission in order to attest the
veracity of facts, and to advance the cause. Thus, a
Vice-Postulation was established in Brazil to compile
documents and medical reports, supported by the
Postulation’s headquarters in Rome, led by Father
Guiseppe Guerra and our fellow member Antonio
Gianfico. Research work is well underway.
There are other significant reports concerning
miracles occurring in different parts of the world,
through Ozanam’s intercession, which are being
looked into by Venezuela’s, France’s, England’s
and Portugal’s National Councils. However, in view
of the conclusive evidence of the Brazilian case, it
was decided that this case would be pursued and
analysed. Hence, the Council General requests
all members around the world to INTENSIFY their
prayers for Ozanam’s canonization, to be more
DEVOTED and to submit any NEW CASE involving our
main founder’s intercession to the Council General.

95th Anniversary of Ozanam’s
Canonisation Process

The Council General is really confident that, God
willing, the Vatican officials will be mindful of the
cause, especially with this new miracle. Therefore, if
the Holy See recognizes this second miracle, we are
very close to his canonisation. We pray to God that
the Church will proclaim his sanctity.
Undoubtedly, in these unsettling times for the family
and for life, amidst explicit media campaigns in
favour of abortion and against the Gospel values of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the canonisation of a new saint
defending children, foetuses and pregnant women
would be a “providential light for today’s world” of
our poor mankind. Let us pray with faith!

The Council General requests all
members around the world to
INTENSIFY their prayers for Ozanam’s
canonization, to be more DEVOTED
and to submit any NEW CASE involving
our main founder’s intercession to
the Council General.
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Official photo of the closing ceremony of the Brazilian local phase for the claimed miracle

Bl. Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam’s Canonization
Process Takes a Step Forward
The inquiry has been concluded at the Court of Mariana (Brazil), and
the results of the full investigation are sent to Rome
On September 24th, 2020, the Feast of Our Lady
of Ransom, the local phase (where a local diocese
directs the process) of the inquiry on the claimed
miracle ascribed to Bl. Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam was
concluded after conducting a thorough 11-month
investigation. Sufficient evidence thereof must be
gathered for canonization. The closing ceremony was
held at the Archdiocesan Curia of Mariana (Brazil),
presided over by Archbishop Airton José dos Santos.
On this occasion, the 16th President General,
our fellow member Renato Lima de Oliveira, was
appointed ‘official courier’ of the documentation
(900 pages) attesting the miraculous cure ascribed
to Ozanam: reports, witness testimonies, as well as
medical and expert evidence were packaged, duly
wrapped and secured with seals. Our fellow member
Renato Lima personally delivered this documentation
to the Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of Saints
(Vatican Phase).

Luiz Antenor Rosa Botelho (Vice Postulator in Brazil),
Father Marcos Macário Mendes (Episcopal delegate),
Monsignor Celso Murilo Sousa Reis (Promoter of
Justice), Father Getúlio Mota Grossi (Vincentian
priest and official medical expert), Monsignor
Roberto Natali Starlino (Notary-Actuary) and sister
María de Lourdes Soares Duarte (Notarial assistant)
were also present at the solemn ceremony.
The ceremony opened with the ‘Veni Creator
Spiritus’ hymn, sung in Latin, as an invocation of the
Holy Spirit, thereby shrouding the event in a very
solemn atmosphere. Shortly afterwards, Mgr Airton
dos Santos went on to explain the relevance of the
Ecclesiastical Court, and stated that the inquiry had
been concluded, testifying to the trustworthiness of

Sufficient evidence thereof must be
gathered for canonisation
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Bl. Frédéric Ozanam’s Canozitation
Process Takes a Step Forward

Padre Getúlio Mota (expert), fellow member Renato and Father Luiz Botelho (Vice postulator)

All attendees swore an oath,
keeping the details of the claimed
miracle strictly confidential
all the documents pertaining thereto. Upon laying
hands on the Holy Bible, all attendees swore an oath,
keeping the details of the claimed miracle strictly
confidential.
“It was an historic day for the whole Church, especially
for us, fellow members of the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul. It was also a very moving ceremony, since
the cause for Ozanam’s canonisation was started 95
years ago, looked forward to by all the Vincentians in
the world. As the official courier, I had the privilege
and immense honour of personally delivering the
documents in Rome, where the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints and their experts will review
and scrutinise the investigation as part of the
process. Father Giuseppe Guerra CM, as postulator,
will pursue the process in the subsequent phases”,
stressed President General, Renato Lima.
The Council General International requests once
again all members of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul and the many branches of the Vincentian Family
around the world to intensify their devotion and to
keep praying to God for the grace of Antoine-Frédéric

Ozanam’s canonisation: “May the Church proclaim
his holiness, as a saint, a providential light for today’s
world!”, as recited in all our Conferences in the prayer
for his canonisation.
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President General Meets Brazil’s Military Archbishop
The military archbishop Monsignor Fernando was instrumental in the process
of Ozanam’s beatification.
On September 2nd, our fellow
member Renato Lima de Oliveira,
the 16th President General, had
the privilege to meet Monsignor
Fernando Guimarães, Brazil’s
military archbishop. The purpose
of this meeting was simply to
thank the Archbishop for his
crucial participation in conducting
the beatification process of
Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam, one of
the seven founders of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul.
The ‘divine intercession’ of
Monsignor Fernando Guimarães
occurred in 1979, when he
was invited by dear Father
Giuseppe Guerra (Congregation
of the Mission) to take part in
Ozanam’s process. The cause of
canonisation could not advance
in Rome due to some documents,
reports, interviews and papers
being missed. “In just one month,
we gathered essential evidence,
complementary
texts
and
additional pieces of information
attesting to the miraculous
cure. We spoke with witnesses,
and reports were attached.
This Herculean effort was very
gratifying, since the first miracle
was duly documented,” stressed
the Archbishop.
Moved by these words, President
General expressed, on behalf
of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul, his sincere gratitude for
Monsignor Fernando Guimarães’
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timely and vital action in the inquiry. The military
Archbishop provided the Council General with
a copy of the Positio (Vatican’s formal brief) that
is part of Ozanam’s process of beatification/
canonization, which contains a great deal of
information and details about the first miracle in
1926.
“This document is a true relic, with accounts of
the people who lived with the child Fernando
Ottoni all through the miraculous cure that freed
him from the deadly diphtheria. The Positio was
instrumental in convincing Vatican’s historians and
theologians of this miracle by Ozanam” said our
President Renato Lima.
Over the course of the meeting, Monsignor
Fernando Guimarães urged President Renato to
ensure that the SSVP take care, with great affection,
of the Vincentian Conferences located in military
bases, with special attention to the two existing
Conferences in the Brazilian military academies
(that of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Campinas; and that

President General Meets Brazil’s
Military Archbishop

of Saint Maurice, Resende), since there are ‘fishing
grounds for new Vincentians’.
At the end of the meeting, President Renato provided
Monsignor Fernando Guimarães with a copy of 2020’s
Circular Letters, the official photo of the SSVP’s seven
founders, as well as the Council General’s 2016-2020
Activity and Accounting Report.
The Council General is actively taking part in Ozanam’s
process of canonization. Based on the reports which
are being evaluated (Portugal, Brazil, Venezuela,
France and England), the Council has decided to
present a new Brazilian case to the Vatican.
This possible second miracle refers to the healing of
a baby, still a foetus at that time. The two miracles of
Ozanam are directly related to children, so, certainly,
he will be recalled as the pro-life guardian of pregnant
women, foetuses, babies and children. “The virtues
of this holy man, with God’s grace, are never-ending,”
stated with joy our President Renato.
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The SSVP Marks the 100th Anniversary of Being
Officially Recognised as an Autonomous Body of the
Church
The proceedings which dispelled any controversy on this matter took place
in Corrientes (Argentina), in 1920.
LThe Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP) was
founded in 1833, but its first Rule was developed in
1835, a document embodying the practices of the
young organisation, independent in its administration
and organisation. The Society began to grow, and by
1845 it was already present through France, and had
reached other countries in Europe, as well as the
United States.
In that year, 1845, Pope Gregory XVI approved the
goals and methods of the SSVP, and granted its active
members and volunteers a set of plenary indulgences:
“As we recognise that this Society, established under
the patronage and in the name of Saint Vincent de
Paul, dedicated to practical works of charity, makes
a powerful contribution to the good of religion, and
is beneficial for the faithful; so that it is daily growing
and flourishing” said the Pope.
However, this independence was not devoid of
tension. During the presidency of Adolphe Baudon
(1848-1886), the 3rd President General, bishops and
priests in several European countries wanted to use
the name of the SSVP with a different structure. In
other places too, priests were Conference presidents,
and bishops led Councils.
Thus in 1851, Pope Pius IX appointed a cardinal
protector of the SSVP. He also granted indulgences
for the families assisted, and for the members’
parents. The pope of “Rerum Novarum”, Leo XIII, in
1888, granted indulgences to the wives of conference
members, and, in 1913, Pope St Pius X granted them
to active members attending Assemblies.
In 1917, the Code of Canon Law was approved, in
which associations were defined as bodies created,
controlled and in some way also governed by the
Church hierarchy. Lay people had to abide by the
rules and obey only their pastors.

Msgr. Luis María Niella, Bishop of the Diocese of Corrientes
(Argentina)

The “Corrientensis” Resolution dated
November 13th, 1920
The Bishop of the Diocese of Corrientes (Argentina),
Msgr. Luis María Niella (photo), submitted a query
to the Holy See, concerning the relationship of
the Ordinary with SSVP Conferences, and the
appropriateness for them to be independent from its
authority, since he found no basis for this in the new
Code, and because there was a debate about the
administration of SSVP assets in Corrientes.
The Council’s Sacred Congregation issued a decree
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recognising the autonomy of the SSVP’s decisions
and the rights of association. This resolution, called
“Corrientensis”, dated November 13th, 1920, is now
100 years old.
The text goes as follows: “Insofar as an association
does not owe its existence to the Church, nor is
recognised for legal purposes by the Church, neither
can it be governed or led by the ecclesiastical
authority, but only by the laity appointed in its own
statutes. Among these associations, the Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul (or Vincentian Conferences)
stands out in recent times for its renown and its
example”.
With the 100th anniversary of this recognition by
the Holy See regarding our autonomy in government
and administration, it must be acknowledged that
there is a close and healthy relationship between
the Conferences and the Church. The SSVP liaises
with and is part of the Church, through its identity,
charism and organisation, as stated in Art. 5.2 of the
Rule. “The Society is legally autonomous as to its
existence, constitution, organisation, rules, activities
and internal government. Members freely choose
their own officers and manage the Society’s activities
and assets with full autonomy, in accordance with
their own Statutes and the legislation in effect in
each country.”

The SSVP Marks the 100th Anniversary
of Being Officially Recognised as an
Autonomous Body of the Church

Today, with great pleasure, the International
Confederation of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul,
represented by its Council General International, is very
close to the Church life. The SSVP is a member of two
official bodies at the Vatican, with a seat and a vote on
each: “Dicastery for the Laity, the Family and Life”, and
“Dicastery for Service of Integral Human Development”.
We are also in permanent touch with the “Dicastery
for Communications” and the “Congregation for the
Causes of the Saints” for our fellow members, whose
exemplary lives are being examined for canonisation,
including our beloved Blessed Frédéric Ozanam.
Our President General, Renato Lima de Oliveira, states
that “the autonomy recognised by the Church should
be regarded as an asset when it comes to electing
officials, to preserving our heritage and to observing
the procedures, rules or regulations of our institution.
As for doctrinal, spiritual and liturgical matters, we
shall loyally abide by the decisions taken by the Church
and the Holy Father. In view of all this, our autonomy
entails responsibility, balance and cooperation.
The Council General requests that this text
should be widely disseminated in each country
for reading and reflection by each Conference of
the Society.
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Saved by seeing anew
(Drawn from a spiritual reflection under the same title, written by
Fr Marcio PENA, Chair of Depaul France)
Lockdown came as a sudden, unexpected
announcement in France. Services everywhere
closed almost overnight and strict sanitary rules
then had to be applied. Day centre services were
particularly challenged. How could you safely
gather many people together in one place? And
so, we were caught in a plight, between our desire
to serve as Vincentians, and the impossibility of
doing this in the usual way.
Faced with this borderline situation, we bumped into
our own helplessness. It was, for all of us, like walking
in the desert.

Our first reaction was to keep contact with our users
while continuing our relationships with them. And,
gradually, we heard a reassuring voice prompting us
to “[...] prepare yourself for trials. Be sincere of heart
and steadfast, and do not be impetuous in time of
adversity.” (Ben Sira 2, 1-2).
This new reality challenged us and we kept ourselves
open to this challenge; the world looked on
indifferently as our service users faced up to what
many felt was a ‘double exclusion’.
It was then that we found a solution. Dare to re-
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Saved by seeing anew

Volunteers generously offered
their help and those who could
not be with us showed enormous
solidarity and encouraged us in
our actions
open, dare to create a space of service and fraternity,
taking care both of our volunteers and of our service
users. The priority was to be present, despite the
limits imposed on organisations by the authorities.
Volunteers generously offered their help and those
who could not be with us showed enormous solidarity
and encouraged us in our actions.
Our walk through the desert was transformed into
a path to freedom. The calling of our service users
helped us put aside our fears and concerns. What
seemed impossible to many became possible for
us, despite our small size. The day centre reopened
quickly and we welcomed our service users whilst
this global pandemic shook the whole planet. And
so we were able to see how the poor helped us take
confidence, by showing us the way. “They are our
masters,” said St Vincent de Paul. Little by little, as the
days passed, we experienced a real fraternity where
it was not just us who took care of them, but they,
also, who showed their concern for us as they asked,
“And how are you? How are the volunteers? How is
such and such…? And your family?” The reciprocity
in our relationships took on a new dimension as we
cared for each other.
We were, in our turn, welcomed by them. And so,
the period of the coronavirus crisis changed the way
we see things, it changed our habits and enabled
us to confirm our vocation at Depaul, to serve as
Vincentians in a fraternal relationship of mutuality
and reciprocity.
Sometimes we ask the question, “who is the most
vulnerable?” This recent experience showed us
clearly two things. Firstly, we all share the same
human fragility. And we all share the same potential:

at Depaul, we celebrate the potential of everyone. Our
service users had the capacity, in the precariousness
of their different situations, to manage this period
of crisis, to see beyond and survive it, and, what is
more, to take care of others, even members of our
own team. Secondly, it is our shared fraternity which
enabled us to move forwards and stopped us from
being locked into the uncertainties of tomorrow.
We are reminded of the words of Dom Helder Camara:
“Nobody is so poor that he has nothing to give, and
nobody is so rich he has nothing to receive.”

We all share the same human
fragility. And we all share the same
potential
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Letters written by Superior
General, Tomaž Mavrič, CM.
Letter on the Occasion of the Feast
of St. Vincent de Paul
Famvin Homeless Alliance and post-Covid-19
opportunities and challenges for the
worldwide Vincentian Family. Together in
Prayer, Thought and Action.
Fr. Mavric urges us to pursue our wonderful services
and works of mercy for the poor in these difficult times,
since they are truly signs that the “Kingdom of God
is near”, and asks us to pray, through the intercession
of Saint John Gabriel Perboyre, CM, for the healing
of those suffering from Covid-19. He also reminds
that the Famvin Homeless Alliance (FHA) and the “13
Houses Campaign” is our unique common project.
That’s why, he asks us to further commit to the FHA,
so that the Branches pray, think, and act together.
This year, we were invited as the Vincentian Family to
make a commitment to active participation in the FHA,
because the message of Pope Francis for the 106th
World Day of Migrants and Refugees, on September
27th, spoke of one of the groups of people we were
helping through the FHA.
Click here to read the letter

Advent Letter – 2020
The Face of Jesus: The Face of God and of All
Humanity
Father Mavric reminds us that in the present situation of distress, as in all the moments of our lives
that are accompanied by suffering, we have to reflect
more deeply on Jesus present in our brothers and sisters, especially in those who have been disfigured by
pain. Jesus is always ready to bring us hope where
there is no hope, peace where there is no peace,
meaning where there is no meaning, renewed faith
where our faith has faltered, love where hatred takes
possession of us. Jesus is with us always, wherever
we go, whatever we do.
He also invites all members of the Vincentian Family
to gather virtually for a prayer service, on December
6th, under the theme “One in hope for the Poor”.
Click here to read the letter
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Andrés R. M. Motto, CM.
SSVP International Spiritual Advisor

Coronavirus, in between lockdown and service
My dear brothers and sisters,
I would like to share two thoughts with you:
Firstly, much of humanity still suffers from the
coronavirus pandemic. We must work to ensure that
this pandemic does not become endemic, like HIV.
But as we fight it, other evils are emerging.
I am referring to acts of racism that we have seen
flourish in parts of the United States, but that we
know exist in many other places on the planet.
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has made a
profession of opposing all forms of poverty and

Jesus’, Saint Vincent de Paul’s and
Blessed Ozanam’s stance was to
promote justice in a peaceful way

repelling its causes. Where racism, xenophobia and
discrimination exist, there are human beings who
suffer and who will remain destitute. Above all, we
do not want there to be any racism within the SSVP.
Nor do we want there to be xenophobic attitudes
within the Vincentian Family. We work so that there
will be no discrimination in any country.
We must report it and take action to stop it. No
oppression can be naturalized. It cannot be justified.
Nor can the declaration on people’s equality coexist
with acts of exclusion. This is a huge contradiction.
We reject it whether it is committed by right-wing,
left-wing or liberal parties. We contest it anywhere
in the world. We reject it in any religion and in any
media group. Whoever commits it, regardless of
their skin colour.
Furthermore, when combating the various forms
of discrimination, we cannot support those who
oppose segregation if they
steal, vandalize and do
violence to others. So what
do we do? Certainly, we can
do a lot, since there are other
ways out: the judicial system,
peaceful protests, complaints
to the media and international
organizations, education, a
proof that it is possible to
create inclusive societies.
Jesus’, Saint Vincent de Paul’s
and Blessed Ozanam’s stance
was to promote justice in a
peaceful way, which, in the
long run, is the most effective
way.
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Secondly, we must be careful,
since lockdown has revealed
our weaknesses, our disputes
and our deeper selves. I prompt
you to watch or watch again the
horror classic The Shining, based
on a novel by Stephen King in
1977, adapted for the big screen
in 1980, with the impressive
performance of Jack Nicholson.
The film’s central character, Jack
Torrance, and his family move into
the Overlook Hotel, an isolated
resort located in the mountains,
after Jack accepts the position as
the off-season caretaker. Stuck in
a confined space in the middle of
nowhere, the caretaker’s insane
schizophrenia is exacerbated. The
film has other clues, but it serves to warn us of the
dangers of a prolonged lockdown.
Therefore, we join with all those who invite us to
be mentally, physically and morally healthy during
lockdown, by drawing up an agenda with different
tasks: reading, room cleaning, fixing things, learning
something new, cooking, browsing the Internet,
workout, and maybe telecommuting, etc.
Call your relatives and friends, especially the elderly,
the vulnerable and those self-confined. It will do
good for them and for you. If you are accompanied,

Coronavirus,
entre la cuarentena y el servicio

be kind and respectful. Keep your spirits up. And try
to find moments for yourself.
Pray and meditate. When I wake up in the morning
I thank God and ask Him to protect my family, those
around me and me. At night, before falling asleep, I
thank Jesus for the day, for everything and for being
alive. During this pandemic, let us strengthen our
devotion to God, which will give rise to a greater
love for the poor. Ponder on how to strengthen your
primary option for God and your neighbour. If God
is the focus of my life, I will show it by being good,
understanding, willing to help and supporting those
who are worse off than I am.
Remember, within your possibilities,
to keep on collaborating as much
as you can and helping the poor
within the SSVP. Let me conclude
by saying that I wanted to share
it so that truth and goodness will
prevail in the end.

During this pandemic,
let us strengthen our
devotion to God, which
will give rise to a greater
love for the poor
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Italy

Castelli Prize:
Prison Writers,
the thirteenth edition
EThe award ceremony of the “Carlo Castelli for
solidarity” competition took place on Friday 16
October 2020, for the first time online. The literary
prize, now in its thirteenth edition, reserved for
inmates in Italian prisons, is promoted by the Italian
Federation of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul.
As every year, the competition enjoys the patronage
of the two branches of the Italian Parliament, the
Senate of the Republic and the Chamber of Deputies,
the Ministry of Justice and the European University
of Rome. The event was also awarded the special
recognition of the medal of the President of the
Italian Republic Sergio Mattarella.
This edition was characterized by the presence
of two excellent Media Partners: the Pontifical
Dicastery for Communication, which brings together
Vatican Radio, Vatican Media and the newspaper
L’Osservatore Romano and the broadcasters of the
Italian Episcopal Confederation: TV2000 and Radio
InBlu. The event was broadcast live on Facebook and
YouTube.
The ceremony opened with the welcome of the
General President of the Society of Saint Vincent De
Paul, Renato Lima de Oliveira, in connection from
Brasilia: “The closeness, the comfort, the encounter:
these are three pillars of the life of many sisters and
brothers of the Society of Saint Vincent De Paul. But
there is a place where these three actions are more
necessary than ever: prison “. “The Carlo Castelli Prize
- he continued - brings the solidarity of the volunteers

President of the SSVP Italy, fellow member Antonio Gianfico

The Carlo Castelli Prize brings the
solidarity of the volunteers inside
the prison
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Castelli Prize: Prison Writers,
the thirteenth edition

Award ceremony of Castelli Prizes

inside the prison, but which also brings the solidarity
of many inmates outside the walls, thanks to the aid
projects that this award allows”.
As every year, also for this edition the jury awarded
a “double prize” to the first three classified: a part
of the prize was given to the author while another
sum was allocated to a work of solidarity. Thus,
even those who have “made a mistake” in life and
live the experience of imprisonment will have the
opportunity to do a good deed. “We believe that
this - says Antonio Gianfico, President of the italian
Federation of the Society of San Vincenzo De Paoli is a stimulus to help the inmate to reconcile himself
with his own experience and with society”.
The theme of the thirteenth edition was: “The
outside world seen from inside”. From the inmates’
stories emerges precisely the awareness of living in
a “suspended time”, the anxiety of not knowing if,
once their sentence has been served, there will still
be someone outside waiting for them, if they will
still find a home or a job. But another sentiment

We believe that this project is
a stimulus to help the inmate
to econcile himself with his own
experience and with society
also emerged from the works: fear. All of us, who
lived in the “outside world”, during the lock down,
remained somehow “recluse” in our homes and
experienced feelings of isolation and seclusion. How
did the inmates experience the pandemic seen “from
within”?
Aiming at the essence of the narrative, stimulating
above all the inner thrust that the person is capable
of feeling and expressing, the Castelli Award means
closeness to those who have embarked on a path of
change, or conversion, and also to those who are not
yet still been able to set out on this path, as well as
provoking a reflection in all the people who do not
want to see and hear about prison.
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Vincentians in Ecuador Struggle
against the Pandemic
Conference St John Paul II has purchased healthcare products and PPE against Covid-19 to carry out its work: looking
after the most vulnerable groups in its neighbourhood.
The SSVP International’s humanitarian aid in the fight against Covid-19
has been sent to Ecuador, particularly to one of the Conferences on
the frontline in the struggle against the pandemic: The Vincentians of
Conference St John Paul II (city of Cuenca), who are tirelessly working
to assist people in dire need, especially families, children and elderly
people, despite the difficulties arising from the pandemic.
With the International SSVP’s financial support, fellow members have
purchased PPE (masks, gloves, protective goggles, biosafety suits…),
and coronavirus testing (PCR) is being carried out for rapid detection
and control of clusters or outbreaks, and, if necessary, lockdown
measures are imposed. Hence, the Conference is proactively working
in the fight against the pandemic.
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Help Comes to Venezuela from the
International SSVP
Covid-19 is making the situation in this impoverished country more complicated, with shortages of supplies, clothing
and food. In this situation, Vincentians, themselves affected
by poverty, are trying to help the most vulnerable.
With emergency funding arriving from the International SSVP, Venezuelan
members are providing personal health, hygiene and cleaning products to
all the Zone Councils and Conferences, as well as food and medicines for
many needy people, including some of the members themselves, who,
due to their meagre income, can no longer purchase what they need for
their families and for their own health.
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The situation in Venezuela remains critical, and is now
made worse by the Covid-19 pandemic. The minimum
daily wage is 1.50 $ and it may fall below this,
depending on the rate of exchange. Most pensioners
live on this minimum income, along with many of our
members.
These people face a daily dilemma: What can I do?
How can I feed my family and make ends meet? Food
has not yet become scarce, but its high price means it
is out of reach for the majority of people. Medicines
for chronic ailments: diabetes, blood pressure, thyroid
problems, etc., can be supplied, but the price means
that they are beyond the means of most people. Many
patients are dying for lack of treatment every day, and
coronavirus is now added to this. Health services were
not prepared for this pandemic, and many doctors
have already died because of the lack of personal
protection equipment.
Venezuela has countless problems. All the services
are in chaos: water does not flow regularly, nor does
gas, and many families are cooking with wood. There
are electricity cuts every day, some areas go for 12
hours a day without lights. Telephone and internet
communications are terrible, and now, to complete
the circle of disasters, there are problems with petrol
supplies. While this landscape is already calamitous,
we now have to imagine what the pandemic is doing
to a population so sorely afflicted.

Help Comes to Venezuela from the
International SSVP

The political situation divides the country, and a
large majority of the population is being dragged into
poverty. People who have savings in dollars, or those
who can receive money from family living abroad,
are managing to survive.
Vincentians themselves in Conferences are affected
by this situation. Everything is paralysed by the
pandemic, and during lockdown, many people lost
their jobs, young students are faced with an uncertain
future, and do not know what to do. The members
were wondering how to deal with all this, without
being able to attend meetings, or do their Vincentian
work, and also without resources to share with those
most in need.
The National Council has made huge efforts to stay
in constant touch with all the Zone Councils and
Conferences around the country, but one of the
greatest problems in continuing to provide help is
that it does not have a dollar bank account. Many
members do have families abroad who would
willingly provide resources to support Conferences
in Venezuela, but they cannot transfer the money.
Venezuelan members are twinned with conferences
in Weston Miami, who have sent clothes and food.
But this has stopped because of the sanctions
imposed on the Venezuelan government, so they are
seeking alternative ways of providing help and relief
in such critical times.
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Lebanon

Rebuilding Beirut,
Rebuilding Lives
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul Lebanon is mobilizing
to help those affected by the massive explosion that rocked
Beirut on 4th August.
Vincentians are providing full emotional and material support as well as
health care to the people affected by this tragedy. To this end, projects
are being undertaken to improve the lives of those who have been hit by
Beirut’s explosion.
With this in mind, the SSVP Lebanon has launched two initiatives:
‘Home renovation initiative’ and ‘RIS(m)E’ (Rising again starts with the
reconstruction of SMEs). Both initiatives are focused on rebuilding homes
and businesses which were damaged by the explosion. Reconstruction
works of over 235 households and 51 small and medium-sized businesses
have already finished. The target, though, is the reconstruction of 1,000
households and 300 businesses.
Click on these two links to learn about the work of the SSVP Lebanon
and to support their initiatives:
Home renovation initiative
RIS(m)E
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Benin (Central Africa)

DANNOU’s Fréderic Ozanam
Health Centre:
From a Dream to Reality:
The idea of building DANNOU’s Health Centre came about
in November 2012, when a delegation of French Vincentians
visited a SSVP Conference in DANNOU (Benin).
On a dirt road, they met a woman from DANNOU trying to make it to a
maternity centre some 15 km away. She was moaning desperately with
pain, and her motorbike had broken down. The delegation members
were shocked to see this and realized there was no health facility in the
area. So they decided it would be a good idea to build a health centre
in DANNOU, which was welcomed by the parish priest and members
of the local conference. However, it was only an idea for over 5 years…
It was not until 2017
that the project really
took off. Thanks to the
joint efforts of French
counterparts, members
of the International
Commission and the
CGI, as well as members
of Benin’s National
Council and the support
of local expertise on
technical legal and
financial
issues,
a
budget of 51,100€ was
approved in December
by the CNF. Allocations
were made for each
of the four execution phases of the project. The first stone was laid
on 10 January 2018 by his Excellency Mgr Aristide Gonsallo who,
actively engaged with Benin’s National Council, committed to ensuring
permanent health care staff for a smooth running of the health centre.
It was a very festive day in DANNOU. The construction work, expected
to take 6 months, was completed in only 4 months, and the completion
date was late May 2018 to the great satisfaction of all the stakeholders
involved.

It was not until 2017
that the project really
took off

It was then that other issues came up, such as the need for medical
and non-medical equipment for the Centre, not provided for in the first
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This wonderful work resulted
from the efforts made by a team
of committed experts, driven by
Vincentian love
budget. So the search for more funding began, and
a new budget of 14,265€ was granted by the CGI.
Then came the issue of providing housing for health
care staff; in other words, the Religious Sisters of the
Vincentian Family. Congratulations to his Excellency
Mgr Aristide GONSALLO and Father Dansou,
DANNOU’s parish priest for undertaking this project
that was completed with an extra budget of 5,000€
granted by the International Commission upon
request.
It was some time before the Centre opened due
to reforms being made by the Ministry of Health.
Finally, DANNOU’s Frédéric Ozanam Health Centre
was officially registered and opened its doors to the
public on 26 September 2019. Despite not having
a separate delivery room (doing well though), they
attend deliveries and register births. Their first baby
was a boy called Y. B. Fréderic, born on 23 July 2020.
His father, G. D, is a farmer and his mother, A. F, a
housewife.
This wonderful work resulted from the efforts made
by a team of committed experts, driven by Vincentian
love. Some of whom are listed below:
•

His Excellency Mgr Aristide GONSALLO

•

Our French colleagues and members of the
International Commission of France’s SSVP
National Council

•

CGI members at various levels

•

SSVP National Council’s members in Benin

•

DANNOU’s community and that of the parish

•

Morbihan’s Departmental Council

•

The Rotary Club from Eguilles (Bouches du
Rhônequiva), who provided medical equipment.
(COVID-19 pandemic has hindered its shipment
for the time being)

•

A donor from the Annecy region.

We are very pleased with the completion of this
major project. A goal, though, is to be accomplished:
Adequate medical equipment/supplies to be
provided to the Centre, in compliance with the
standards laid down by the Ministry of Health
for this type of building, thus providing health
care for the poor. To this end, a regular financial
grant is required, as well as contributions made by
stakeholders to cover salary costs and, above all, the
supply of essential medicines.
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SSVP Haiti: Supporting 500
Households in their Fight against
the Pandemic
Vincentians step up to help the most vulnerable households,
raising awareness among people to avoid the spread of the
virus, especially in the fringe areas.
When the state of health emergency was declared, Haiti’s Superior
Council requested the Council General International to provide
humanitarian aid to fight the pandemic, and brought together all
regional presidents to draw up a plan for action and assistance in the
most affected areas. Detailed instructions were given as to how to define
the target beneficiaries, how to convey public awareness messages and
how to distribute emergency health kits and food parcels.
Hence, a commission was appointed to ensure optimal and
efficient management of resources: purchase of products,
training of volunteer teams and the dispatch of goods to each
region, according to Covid-19 risk levels.
Delivery sessions were organised on a regional basis,
according to delivery schedules, and were structured as
follows:
•

A brief moment of prayer

•

Information on Covid-19 and the spread of this virus. The
importance of barrier gestures.

•

Distribution of food parcels, and health and hygiene kits.

Thanks to effective and planned assistance, the Haitian fellow
members have reached 500 vulnerable households. They
have informed about this virus and launched awarenessraising campaigns targeting the country’s poorest people,
who are doubly hit by the effects of the pandemic.

43

world news

President General Attends the
National Council of USA
Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16th President General, had
the honour of participating on-line in the Annual Assembly
of the National Council of the United States of America, held
from 2nd to 6th September, 2020, at the invitation of the
fellow member Ralph Middlecamp, the national president.
The President General gave a special speech within the session entitled
“One Single Society” that took place at the “Business Meeting” of the
assembly, with the presence of dozens of Vincentian leaders. In his
speech, Renato Lima stressed the importance of all National Councils
being part of the International Confederation, contributing thus to the
reduction of the material and spiritual poverty of humanity, in line with
the legacy of the seven founders of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
On that occasion, Renato Lima congratulated the North-American
Vincentians on the 175th anniversary of the founding of the SSVP on
American soil. In response, the fellow member Ralph Middlecamp took
the opportunity to invite the President General to be present in March
2021 at a major Vincentian event in the United States. God willing,
and if the evolution of the pandemic allows it, the President General
confirmed his presence.
Click here to read the President General’s speech in English.

The SSVP Scotland’s 175th
Anniversary
‘Ozanam News’ magazine, published by the SSVP Scotland, features two
major events which have been held this year: the 175th anniversary of
the First Conference in this country, founded in Edinburgh in 1845; and
the 50th anniversary year of the National Council of Scotland, established
in 1970.
Our sincere congratulations to the members of the SSVP Scotland for
these joyful events.
For further info on the SSVP Scotland, visit their website:
www.ssvpscotland.com
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Annual General Meeting, 2020
National Council of India
On Saturday November 7th and Sunday November 8th, the
Annual General Meeting of the National Council of India
(NCI), SSVP was held.
Owing to the ongoing pandemic with restrictions on travel and assembly,
the meeting was conducted on the Zoom Online platform. One hundred
and six (106) members were present online, comprising of the Board,
the Managing Committee, other NCI Office-bearers and Central Council
Presidents, from all over India.
Member were pleasantly surprised by the appearance at about 8.30 pm
of the International President General, Bro. Renato Lima de Oliveira, who
took the time out from his busy schedule, to address this gathering of
Vincentians in India. In his brief address, Bro. Renato told us how happy
he was at the coordinated work being done by SSVP, India, in such a
spirit of cooperation, despite the huge diversity of its members in terms
of regions, languages, cultures and outlooks.
He appreciated the good work being done by so
many Indian Vincentians for the CGI, viz., Bro. Joseph
Pandian, Sr. Vice President, CGI, Bro. (Dr.) Johnson
Varghese, President, National Council of India and
ITVP Asia 1, Bro. Leo Levin, Youth Representative
Asia I and Bro. (Dr.) A. Francis, Territorial Formation
& Training Coordinator Asia-1. He also had a word
of praise for the Editor of REACHOUT, the National
Magazine of SSVP India.
The AGM discussed the many administrative needs
of the Society in India, especially in the midst of the
ongoing Pandemic. Since the terms of many current
NCI Office bearers, including that of its efficient
and much-loved President Bro. Johnson Varghese, along with that of
many other Office-bearers and CC Presidents was nearing its end, it
was an emotional AGM, especially since members were not able to
come together in person. But the gloom was partially dispersed by Bro.
Renato’s promise of visiting India once again, before his own term came
to an end.

Johnson Varghese giving one of his
speeches during the Annual General
Meeting
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The SSVP Back to Tanzania
On November 12th, our Vice President Patrick Ebhojie was
in Tanzania to establish the first Central Council which already has 15 active Conferences.
Thanks be to God, to the committed service of the members of the
SSVP’s International Structure in Africa, and to the collaboration of the
Catholic Church and the Vincentian Family, the Society of Saint Vincent
de Paul has been re-established in Tanzania.
On November 14th, the Central Council was founded in Dar-Es-Salaam,
the largest city and the former capital of the country. This Council has
15 active Conferences. With this good piece of news, the SSVP is now
present in 152 territories around the world. Something to celebrate!
A little bit of history
The SSVP was first founded in Tanzania in 1933, and had over 100
Conferences in the 1990s; but, for various reasons, it disappeared
completely from the country.

This Council has 15
active Conferences.

The wish to see the flag of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul waving

Patrick Ebhojie (in the middle) along with Tanzanian Vincentians
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La SSVP regresa a Tanzania

General of the Bishops’ Conference, Reverend
Father Ubaldus Kidavuri. Unfortunately this first
visit was not quite successful because of the
sudden demise of Rev. Fr. Kidavuri.
After this gathering, a second trip was planned
for November 2019. Once again, a group of
Vincentians from the International Structure went
to the country for a meeting with the Secretary
General of the Tanzania Bishops’ Conference,
but met instead with one Reverend Father Fidelis
Mfalanyombo, Order of St Augustine (OSA),
Themboni – Dar-Es-Salaam who welcomed the
team and introduced them to the first three
Parishes. After this second trip and with invaluable
help with interpretation in Swahili from Negro
Mapunda, a former member of SSVP Tanzania,
three Conferences were founded, and there were
some positive signs for introducing the SSVP to
other parishes.

Fellow member David Chuma, President of Central Council,
along with Patrick Ebhojie

once again in Tanzania is not new. It was a dream
pursued by all, especially by President General, Renato
Lima de Oliveira, since his election in 2016, and now,
thanks be to God, it has been fulfilled.

With these first steps bearing fruit, and in the hope
that the Vincentian charism would be spreading
through the city of Dar-Es-Salaam, the progress
of the Conferences already founded was closely
observed. In fact, in order to support the new
Vincentians, a third journey was made to Tanzania
in November 2020, with very positive results.

Mission of the Council General

On this last trip, Vice President Patrick Ebhojie
was able to meet representatives of the 15 active
Conferences already operating in Dar-Es-Salaam,
with the help and permission of the Director of Lay
Apostolate in the Bishops Conference of Tanzania,
Reverend Father Vitalis Kasembo and ensure that a
Central Council was already operational in the city,
with the following members in the main service
roles: David Thomas Chuma (President), Vincent
Kasambala (vice president), Paulina Pius Kalua
(secretary) and Esther Mhere Mgoyo (treasurer).

In 2018, the Council General International undertook
this task with enthusiasm. In February of that year,
a committee made up of members of the SSVP’s
International Structure, led by the Territorial Vice
President for SSVP Africa 1, Patrick Ebhojie, went to
Dar-Es-Salaam for a first meeting with the country’s
Bishops’ Conference through the then Secretary

Patrick Ebhojie also visited the Archdiocese of
Arusha, where several people from Sacred Heart
Parish are creating a new Conference and inviting
other parishioners to play an active part in the
SSVP, with the aim of starting new groups. This
is the Parish where Negro Mapunda the Swahili
interpreter belongs and he is nurturing the new

In 2017, the “SSVP Plus” project was launched, which
aimed at establishing the SSVP in countries where it
was not present yet. Tanzania was on this list, among
other African nations. Since the project began, the
SSVP has succeeded in reaching six countries: Cayman
Islands, Vatican City, Liberia, Albania, Cyprus and now
Tanzania.
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Sacred Heart Parish, Archdiocese of Arusha

The arrival of the SSVP in
Tanzania will, certainly, help
to relieve the suffering of many
vulnerable people
members. The next step is to broaden the training
available to new members.
“Tanzania is an example we have to evangelise, and
sow our message of fraternity and love in the hearts
of the people, which with God’s help, will be heard.
And so we are continuing to build the universal
network of charity, which Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam
and his companions dreamed of”, observed Patrick
Ebhojie.
“I want to offer a huge thank you to all members
of Council General who have worked with such
dedication to bring the SSVP to Tanzania, especially
during this time of health crisis, with so many
travel restrictions. It is a real miracle from Ozanam,
during this period of pandemic, that the SSVP has
been founded in Tanzania. So I am delighted to
report that Tanzania is now the 152nd territory
of our Confederation, and that it is now under the
responsibility of the Territorial Vice Presidency for
Africa 1”, announced our 16th President General,
Renato Lima de Oliveira.

About Tanzania
Tanzania is a large country in East Africa, known
for its luxuriant landscape and rich fauna. It has a
population of 57 million people, of which 80% live
in rural areas. The capital is Dodoma, but the SSVP
is based in Dar-Es-Salaam, the largest city in the
country and the commercial capital.
The Catholic population is estimated to be 15%.
The Catholic Church in Tanzania consists of seven
archdioceses, 27 dioceses and 1,150 parishes. Pope
St John Paul II visited this country in 1990.
“Like any developing country, Tanzania suffers from
social problems, terrorism, and poverty affecting a
large part of its population. There are still problems
with religious persecution in many parts of the
country, including the burning of Catholic churches.
The arrival of the SSVP in Tanzania will, certainly,
help to relieve the suffering of many vulnerable
people. We thank God for the privilege of being able
to help those suffering in Tanzania. The countries in
our Confederation with more developed economies
can deploy their generosity by twinning with this
region”, stressed Renato Lima.
With the SSVP being back to Tanzania, Africa is the
continent with the greatest presence of the Society,
with 41 out of the 152 territories (27%), followed by
America (24%) and Asia (22%).
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Recruitment: President General Attends a
Youth Formation in Portugal
Even in times of pandemic, the recruitment of new Vincentians cannot and should
not be stopped.
On October 10th, the Central Council of Braga (Portugal)
provided a formation session for the youth who are
creating a new Vincentian Conference at St. Michael
Parish in the city of Marinhas.
Travelling through the country, on his way to Brazil,
after attending the Council General’s events in Paris
and Rome, the 16th President General, fellow member
Renato Lima de Oliveira, was the guest speaker and
spoke on the topic “Being Vincentian: A Gift from God”
(Full speech below, in Portuguese).
Fr Avelino Marques Peres Filipe (the local parish priest),
fellow member António Pereira (Central Council’s
President), and fellow member José Maria Vieitas
Amorim (the President of the Adult Conference that
already exists in that parish) attended the event. The
National President, fellow member Alda Couceiro, and
the National Youth Delegate, fellow member Orlando
Mendes, also took part in the virtual session.
Renato Lima explained the inception and the
foundations of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the
role of the seven founders, the conditions required to
become a member, the experience of the sacraments
and the different types of charity undertaken by

Conferences and social works for our friends in need
in order to alleviate not only material poverty but also
moral and spiritual poverty.
“Being Vincentian is a gift from God. We are generously
blessed every day. God guards us and gives us the
strength to carry out more and more charitable
actions with those who suffer and need the helping
hand of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul”, remarked
the President. Fellow member Renato also made a
few recommendations to the attendees, focusing on
spiritual life, the importance of preserving unity, the
support for the Church and the pursuit of personal
holiness.
At the end of the talk, fellow Renato posed a great
challenge - and, why not, a promise - to this group:
“If this new Conference is indeed created, I will be
here again in its founding ceremony”. Fellow member
Francisco Miguel, the person who conducted the
formation session, was pleased with President General’s
statement and, in a relaxed tone, said as follows: “So
you’d better get your flight ticket”.
Click here to read full President General’s speech, in
Portuguese.
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Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati
A closer look at the patron of Vincentian Youth.
In 2017, the CGI’s International Committee
for Youth, Children and Teenagers called
upon Bl. Bier Giorgio Frassati to protect
all the young Vincentians of the SSVP,
thus acknowledging him as the patron of
Vincentian Youth.
July 4th, the feast day of Bl. Frassati, as
declared by the Church, was the day he died
and reached Heaven. A date also chosen by
the Youth Committee to commemorate the
SSVP’s International Youth Day.
The current International Vice President
for Youth, fellow member Willian Alves,
emphasizes the reason why Bl. Giorgio
Frassati was chosen as the patron of
Vincentian Youth: “When I learned about
the life of Frassati, I was impressed by
his testimony of love for the Church, his
spirituality, his life as a fellow member of a
Vincentian Conference, his ability to engage
with the poor and his unconditional love
for them. As a matter of fact, Pier Giorgio
was a young man who devoted his life to
God, while serving those most in need.
That’s why, he should be regarded as a role
model for the youth in our organization.
Ozanam and the other founders are also
role models, but for all SSVP members: all
Vincentians, including the youth, children
and teenagers. Frassati was chosen as the
patron of the youth, since we wanted the
reference of a young man who followed
the Vincentian Charism and reached holiness. These
life models are examples thereof.”
Born on April 6th, 1901, in Turin, into a wealthy and
well-known family, Frassati was the son of Adélaïde
Ametis, a noted painter, and Alfredo Frassati, who
was a political figure and owned a newspaper, still
one of the most influential today.
Pier Giorgio developed a great spiritual life in his world
of prayer. He prayed the rosary and received the daily

“I see a special light that we do not
have around the sick, the poor and
the unfortunate”
communion with Christ in the Holy Eucharist: “Jesus
comes to me every morning in Holy Communion,
and I reciprocate in my very small way: by visiting His
poor.” He belonged to so many Catholic organizations
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Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

guided, instead of being abandoned, so he resigned
from this particular Conference and joined another
one.
Even when Pier Giorgio was studying for exams and
not taking time to visit his friends, he kept up his
visits to the poor whom he was caring for through the
Conference of Saint Vincent de Paul. In a beautiful
speech on charity, he exhorted his fellow college
students to get involved in the conferences: “I don’t
know if you are all aware what these institutions are
that were so marvelously conceived […]. It is a simple
institution suitable for students because it does not
involve commitment apart from being in a particular
place one day a week and then visiting two or three
families every week. You will see, in just a little time,
how much good we can do to those we visit and how
much good we can do to ourselves.”

Young people can feel specially
attached to Pier Giorgio’s
everyday life

Pier Giorgio loved the poor. As many stories tell,
his mother often scolded him for showing up late
to dinner after serving the poor (he usually had to
run home after giving away his bus-fare money. His
father chastised him for coming home without a
coat, a regular occurrence since Pier Giorgio used to
give away his own clothes to anyone in need.

He combined in a remarkable way political activism
and social justice, piety and devotion, humanity and
goodness, holiness and daily life. He used to carry a
small diary where he noted down the names of all
the families he assisted.

When asked by friends why he often rode third class
on trains, he would reply, “Because there is not fourth
class”. He often sacrificed vacations at the Frassati
summer home in Pollone, because, as he said, “If
everybody leaves Turin, who will take care of the
poor?” It was not simply a matter of giving something
to the lonely, the poor, the sick – but rather, giving
his whole self. He saw Jesus in them and to a friend
who asked him how he could bear to enter the dirty
and smelly places where the poor live, he answered,
“Remember always that it is to Jesus that you go: I
see a special light that we do not have around the
sick, the poor and the unfortunate.”

Like some young Vincentians, Pier Giorgio sometimes
disagreed with the way things were handled within
the conferences. In 1922, he wrote to his friend
Carlo: “If you really want to know, one of my ideas
is that I would abolish certain conferences of St.
Vincent [...]”. He was frustrated with the decision of
his Conference to abandon a needy family due to an
alleged misconduct of one of the family members.
Pier Giorgio thought that the family should have been

However, even in this full life of holiness and charity,
young people can feel specially attached to Pier
Giorgio’s everyday life. From the outside, he looks like
any other young man: a mountaineer, a sportsman
and an advocate for political issues. There are photos
showing him laughing, drinking and playing with his
friends. He gained a reputation as a practical joker.
His pranks included short-sheeting the beds of his
friends. One day, a lazy friend woke up and found a

and clubs that it was impossible for him to attend
meetings for all of them. But his affiliation with the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul was very special to
him from the day he first joined at the age of 17 until
hours before his death, at 24.
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drawing of a donkey on his bed, a reminder from Pier
Giorgio that he was being a “fool” for not pursuing
his studies.
Although Pier Giorgio was lying on his deathbed, he
could not forget his closest friends – the poor. On
July 3rd, 1925, on the eve of his death, he asked his
sister to take a small packet from his jacket and, with
a semi-paralyzed hand, he wrote the following note
to Giuseppe Grimaldi: “Here are the injections for
Converso. The pawn ticket is Sappa’s. I had forgotten
it; renew it on my behalf.”
We know that Pier Giorgio wanted to see Jesus so
much that he used to say: “The day of my death will
be the most beautiful day of my life”. Pier Giorgio’s
sacrifice was fulfilled at seven o’clock in the evening of
July 4th, 1925. His funeral was a triumph. The streets
of Turin were lined with a multitude of mourners who
were unknown to his family: clergy, students, and, of
course, the poor and the needy whom he served so
unselfishly for seven years.
During the beatification of Pier Giorgio on St. Peter’s
Square, May 20th, 1990, Pope John Paul II described
him as “man of the eight Beatitudes” and said in his
homily, “By his example, he proclaims a life lived in
the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of the Beatitudes, is
‘blessed’, and that only the person who becomes
a ‘man or woman of the Beatitudes’ can succeed

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

Giorgio Frassati will be regarded
as a role model of Vincentian
life by the SSVP youth and that
he will help us attain holiness and
enter Heaven

in communicating love and peace to others.” This
young Italian really proves that it is really worth
giving everything up to serve the Lord. He testifies
that holiness is possible for everyone, and that only
the revolution of charity can enkindle the hope of
a better future in the hearts of people… He left this
world rather young, but he made a mark upon entire
centuries, and not only on our century.
Fellow member Willian Alves prays that Giorgio
Frassati will be regarded as a role model of Vincentian
life by the SSVP youth and that he will help us attain
holiness and enter Heaven.
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The SSVP’s
International Youth
Committee supports
virtual vincentian youth
exchanges
One of the programmes launched by the CGI’S SSVP International Youth Committee is
based on fostering Vincentian youth exchange, which started in 2018 and takes place on a
yearly basis.
Fellow member Willian Alves, the CGI’s Vice President
for the Youth, Children and Teenagers, summarises
this programme as follows:
•

Greater integration among SSVP’s National Youth
Committees and young Vincentians from different
countries.

•

Close bonds of friendship among National Youth
Committees by exchanging common experiences
and projects.

•

Opportunity to work on shared formation/training, work techniques and charitable action among
member countries.

•

If circumstances allow, a chance for one or more
young people to travel to a host country to learn
about the work of the National Council and their
Youth Committee in situ to then bring the good
practices they learned to their region.

•

A link strengthening the spirituality within the
group, following the strong points of the Vincentian charism: prayer, sharing, charity, holiness and
service.

If SSVP countries are interested in taking part in this
programme, they contact the International Youth
Committee, which connects young people and nation-

al committees and supports communication, training
and projects.
Due to Covid-19, 2020 was atypical. Committee’s International trips, on-site training and official visits
were postponed, but it was possible to kick off an online Vincentian Youth Exchange programme.
Countries like the United States, Australia, India, Zimbabwe, Nigeria and Ghana (as host countries) participated in this programme. The first online meeting took
place on 29th August. The International Committee
relied on the participation of four local coordinators
from the Youth Committee (Kat Brissette - America
1, Leo Levin - Asia 1, Luke Brouwer - Oceania, Joseph
Shemang - Africa 1).
Zisse Richard Nutsuglo, National Youth Coordinator
in Ghana, told us about the experience: “These programmes, especially those to do with training, massively increased the commitment of young people and
team leaders in Ghana, with respect to the planning

SSVP countries are interested in
taking part in this programme, they
contact the International Youth
Committee
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and participation in SSVP activities like food donation
campaigns, home visits, etc. We had meetings with
young people from different parts of the world and received training from the United States, Australia, India
and Nigeria. We are looking forward to taking part in
more activities”.
Leo Lavin, one of the International Youth Committee’s
reps in this programme, also told us about the experience of engaging with young people from different
countries: “During these times, the Vincentian Youth
Exchange Programmes meet the basic needs of young
people to continue learning and can support one another. The exchange programme aims to develop our
global relationship with young Vincentians from various perspectives, like our Vincentian activities and
cultural exchanges. It also motivates young people to
develop their creativity and to follow the path that our
founders laid for us. When we join young people from
India, Australia, the USA and many other places, they
get more motivated to continue their activities in their
Conferences and to care even more for poor people,
for which this program is very rewarding.”

The SSVP’s International Youth
Committee supports virtual
vincentian youth exchanges

The Vincentian Youth Exchange
Programme can be established
between two or more interested
countries
The Vincentian Youth Exchange Programme can be
established between two or more interested countries. Fellow member Willian Alves emphasizes the
importance of communicating the launch of these
programmes to the International Committee, so that
the territorial coordinators can contribute and support
where necessary, and even facilitate possible virtual
rooms.
When we return to normal international travel, one of
the initiatives of this programme is to facilitate travel
and face-to-face contact for young people from different countries, so that they can encounter other realities and have a broader Vincentian and cultural vision.
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The International Youth Committee is launching the
“International Friendship Network” project
The Project is aimed at strengthening one of the principles of our organisation’s mission:
“A network of friends who seek personal holiness through service to those in need and the
defence of social justice”.
The Project is, therefore,
focussed on strengthening
the bonds of friendship and
fraternity, particularly among
young Vincentians all over the
world wherever the SSVP is
present.
Antoine-Frédéric
Ozanam,
member and co-founder of the
SSVP said: “I have never been
able to live without friends”.
Based on this idea, the Council
General’s International Youth
Committee is encouraging
young members to join the
Project, to strengthen the
bonds of friendship and
exchange their experiences in
the Vincentian environment.
This is how the “International
Friendship Network” operates:
I. The young person completes
a registration form;
II. Every Sunday, details are
provided of a new friend, by
e-mail, so that they can be contacted;
III. The young people have a week to get in touch and
get to know each other;
IV. One of the main ideas is to exchange experience
about their Vincentian mission;

Links are provided below to register.

The Project is, therefore, focussed
on strengthening the bonds of
friendship and fraternity

V. Language is not an obstacle, since the internet has
technologies to overcome or reduce this problem.
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The International Youth Committee is
launching the “International Friendship
Network” project
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In just a few months, the project has reached over
400 people, who every week are sharing their
dreams, hopes, activities, mission, experiences and
prayer, thus strengthening their bond of friendship.
One of those responsible for organising the project is
Edgardo Fuentes, Territorial Coordinator for America
2, who tells us about his experience: “Language is not
a barrier now in getting to know members in different
parts of the world, from America to Asia. Amidst the
pandemic we are living through, technology has
allowed us to be close to our brothers and sisters,
and we hope to reach out to more Vincentians”.
Willian Alves, International Vice-President for Youth
at the Council General International points out that
“this year, 2020, the theme of the International
Day of Vincentian Youth, on 4th July, was ‘Young
Vincentians sharing Hope and Charity’, so the
Committee devised the ‘International Friendship
Network project as a concrete way to express this,
allowing young Vincentians to share their hope
and charity around the world, and get to know
new friends, other mission situations and work.
This will certainly help to open up new horizons
and prospects for action and mission, as agents of

The next step for the Project will
be to hold a major online meeting
with all participants
change through their vocation of service to the poor
in the SSVP”. Willian Alves also pointed out that the
International Friendship Network is another great
initiative for young Vincentians towards Ozanam’s
ideal and dream of embracing the world in a network
of charity.
The next step for the Project will be to hold a major
online meeting with all participants to share a time
of prayer and spirituality for Canonisation of Blessed
Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam. The Youth Committee will
shortly set a date for this event.
Click on the link below to register for the ‘International
Friendship Network’ Project.
Link to form
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Andrea Fernanda Fuentes
National Youth Delegate
in Honduras
“Divine Providence”
Conference of San Pedro
Sula

The Conferences, a lifestyle
When we were little, we used to dream of a job that
would make us happy. As we grow up, we get other
priorities in life and forget about our dream job. And
now, my question is: ‘Are you happy?’ I would love
to hear that you are. But why am I talking about
happiness? Quite simple: Because the Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul brought Happiness and many other
things into my life.
Living the Vincentian Charism is definitively not just
a knee-jerk decision, but a choice for the rest of our
lives. Once you become a member of the Society, it
is impossible to get out. And you know why? Simply
because you fall in love with it, and it becomes part
of you and defines your identity. This is the so-called
‘Vincentian identity’. The Conferences forge not only
an identity but also bonds of friendship, friends that
over time you come to know and love as if they were
your second family, a family that has grown by your
side in faith, that has not left you behind on the
journey, that has been there for you all along.
And that is what I found in my Conference. I can surely
tell you that these have been the best seven years of
my life and that joining the SSVP has changed my life
completely: The mere fact of having the chance of
encountering Christ in the poor and being an agent in
driving positive social change. We, young people, are

called to be that change the world needs, showing that
we can follow in the footsteps of our seven founders,
whose Vincentian spirituality enabled them to cherish
that love and to serve the most needy.
As Frédéric Ozanam said: “Today the mission of a
young person in society is serious and important. I
am happy to have been born in this era when perhaps
much good can be done. And here we are, years later,
in an era when we, young people, have to do good,
and the best way to do so is to follow this legacy, with
joy and, most importantly, with love.
Lastly, the key to all of this is to entrust ourselves
to God, to be able to entrust Him with our dreams,
projects, goals and hopes, and to trust that God’s plans
are better than ours, that he is always one step ahead
of us and never leaves us alone. Young people, let us
venture to serve without fear, to go the extra mile,
but, above all, to embrace the world in a network of
charity!

“We, young people, are called to be
that change the world needs”
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Despite the Pandemic
St Sabina’s and St Monica’s Conference

Our conference covers the towns of Wivenhoe and Brightlingsea, located
in a rural area in South East England (Essex). We have been significantly
impacted by the Covid-19 crisis. As physical visits to beneficiaries
became impossible, we started to give support by telephone on a regular
basis. We also sent out colourful cards with greetings, prayers and bible
puzzles. Several of our beneficiaries died; because we were not able to
go to their funerals, all conference members agreed on a specific day or
time to say a decade of the rosary for the deceased.
Many of our beneficiaries are unable to go to church and the main radio/
TV channels very rarely broadcast masses. With eucharistic ministers not
able to take Holy Communion to beneficiaries either in their own homes
or in care homes, we thought of an alternative to alleviate spiritual
isolation. We were able to purchase a number of internet radio sets
and gave them to beneficiaries. We pre-set the radios to radio stations
like Radio Maria England, to make it easy. One beneficiary whose wife
died in a care home
from Covid-19 whilst
he had to shield at
home due to medical
conditions
received
such a radio set. He
said the following: “It’s
absolutely marvellous.
I am very, very pleased
with it. I have never
had the privilege of
daily mass all my life
and now I am able to
choose from three
daily masses. It is a
treasure to me.”
We have been holding
regular conference
meetings via Zoom and instead of the usual collection at the end of
meetings, members have been transferring donations by on-line banking
directly to the conference account. One member offered to go on a
sponsored diet to lose 2kg and raised quite a nice sum in sponsorship
money. Fortunately, we have been able to continue our support to our
twin conference in India.

Annie Callaghan,
Conference Secretary and
founding member in 2014.

“I thought that I was
giving but in doing
so, I have received
so much joy.”
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Appeal of the Month
Each month, the CGI’s COMMISSION FOR INTERNATIONAL AID AND DEVELOPMENT (CIAD)
will select a particularly worthwhile Society project, which is badly in need of funds, and
invite the Society throughout the world to support it directly.
Normally, the CIAD would help such needy projects itself, but with COVID-19 and other demands on its limited
funds, the CIAD cannot assist all worthwhile projects presented. We are, therefore, providing an opportunity
for selected projects to appeal for the support of the international community of the Society through the
medium of CGI’s website with the full endorsement of CIAD.

Appeal for December Free Hot
Meals for Elderly Refugees
(Lebanon)

November’s Appeal: Here is my
Brother Project (Lima, Peru)
In response to the desperate plight of Venezuelan
refugees, Peru’s SSVP Superior Council, with the
collaboration of the Daughters of Charity and
the Vincentian Fathers, has established ‘Here is
My Brother’ Day Centre in Lima, which provides
essential services for young homeless Venezuelan
refugees (aged between 20 and 40). These
essential services include the following: breakfast
and food parcels, showers and laundry services,
medical care, social and psychological support,
and legal aid.
The Centre, built on a land plot owned by the
Vincentian Fathers, serves 40 people daily.

One of the SSVP’s jeopardised vital services is the
provision of free hot meals to elderly refugees.
The three-course meals are prepared by “Mr
Vincent” Catering (a special project undertaken
by the National Council) and served to over 90
older refugees (sometimes accompanied by their
grandchildren) in the premises of the National
Council. Some home deliveries are also arranged.
With the increase in all the other demands,
the funding for this project is under threat,
notwithstanding the support received from the
international Society through CIAD and other
donors.
The Lebanese National Council needs €80,000
per year to support the food project for elderly
refugees.

For further information (including how to donate),
please email cgi.ciad@ssvpglobal.org.

The annual operating costs of the Day Centre
amounts to €27,000.
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María Luisa Téllez
International Vice-President for Formation and Training

Doing Well By Doing Good
The following quote: “To love life is to love God”
appears on the screen at the end of the film War and
Peace, based on the book written by Leo Tolstoi.
Despite these moments that mankind is going
through, we must love life and grow personally if we
want to keep going as good Vincentians. First off, we
must devote time to physical, mental and spiritual
self-care.
“No one gives what they do not have”, so if fear,
uncertainty and grief are imprinted on our minds,
this will be our message.
I dislike passing on self-help tips; I would like to share,
though, my experience to lift your spirits, or at least
try to, in these moments.
To my mind, there are two paths: the spiritual one and
the material one. The former refers to the believer,
who approaches God through prayer, understood
as being something personal, simply having a
conversation with Him, saying official prayers,
reading books on spirituality or taking excerpts from
books which bring believers closer to God. Prayer and
reading should be a routine for us all. A routine that
will eventually be embraced and become our solace,

while making us better, hopeful and eager to move
forward. The latter refers to the fact of living life as a
gift from God, enjoying the little things in life, being
grateful for that and sharing them with the people
who live with us: a glass of wine, a mug of steaming
coffee, a delicious meal… in short, countless things
that were taken for granted a few months ago in a
covid-free world.
It’s time for self-reflection. It’s time to embark on the
path of well-being and to find peace of mind within
ourselves while bringing peace to others, always
keeping our spirits up, as our motto goes: “Serving in
Hope”. Besides our material assistance, let us bring
our joy and hope in the Kingdom of God, which has
been begun by God Himself on earth, and which is to
be further extended until it is brought to perfection
by the Merciful Father at the end of time.
Let us do well by doing good and working together
in these difficult times, as St. Vincent said, using our
imagination.
My dear readers, a Vincentian sister in need of God
and all of you, bids you farewell.
May the Lord be with us.
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Training meeting on
Amélie Ozanam
In order to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the birth of Amélie
Ozanam, the International General Council proposed a training meeting
in which both the National President and the Formation Delegate of
each SSVP member country took part.
This initiative helped spread the important figure of Amélie Ozanam,
and was a great opportunity to develop joint training and to strengthen
the bonds among the Vincentians all over the world.
“The more we know Amélie, the more we know Frederic Ozanam.
She was a great woman beside a great man. Much of the material and
information that still exist today about Frederic Ozanam is thanks to the
dedicated compilation work carried
out by Amélie”, said our President
General, Renato Lima de Oliveira.
The training session was held live via
the Internet (Zoom) for each official
SSVP language (English, French,
Spanish and Portuguese.
The meeting schedule was as follows:
•

Meeting in Spanish:
23rd August.

•

Meeting in Portuguese:
30th August.

•

Meeting in English:
20th September.

•

Meeting in French:
25th October.

Amélie Ozanam.pdf
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International Board’s Major Achievements
Highlighted by President General
Fellow member, Renato, shares his satisfaction with the team.
Born 50 years ago in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), he joined the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in
his teens, at the age of 15. Being Conference and Council President, he was in charge of the
Communications, Youth and Formation departments in Brazil.
In 2001, he was asked to serve at the SSVP’s International Structure in the field of Council
General’s Communications. In 2008, he was appointed as Vice President for South America;
and he has been the 16th President General of our Confederation since 2016.
We are talking about Renato Lima de Oliveira. Married, with two children, he is a state civil
servant, journalist and political scientist, author of seven books, professor, teacher and PhD
student in Political Science. At present, he is the 2nd Secretary of the Conference ‘Our Lady of
Fátima’ in Brasilia, where he lives. Having been formally appointed at the assembly with 61% of
the countries’ vote, fellow member Renato and the International Board have already been in
office for four years. This presidential term will conclude in September 2022.
In this exclusive interview with ‘Ozanam Network’ magazine, President General underscores
Council General’s major achievements and firmly states that all this progress was possible
thanks to the Superior Council’s support, the professionalism of Paris-based staff and the
loyalty and expertise of all those brothers and sisters who agreed to join him to run the Council
General.
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International Board’s Major
Achievements Highlighted by
President General

Had you ever thought of becoming the SSVP’s in New York and Geneva. The four brief meetings
President General?
with Pope Francis were also noteworthy. Another
Never in my life had it crossed my mind to be the joy for me was to expand the SSVP to five new
SSVP’s President General. When
countries. July 4th was declared
I joined our Society, my purpose
the ‘International Youth Day of
“The Vincentian
was merely to serve the poor, to
the SSVP’; and August 14th, ‘the
saves lives”
take part in a Conference and to
International SSVP Women’s Day’.
seek the path of salvation. The
The sale of the old headquarters
duties performed throughout these 35 years as and the purchase of the new General Council’s
a fellow member are the natural expression of building in Paris was a joyful moment. Furthermore,
my passion for charity and for the SSVP. I never we are moving forward with Frédéric Ozanam’s
sought any office, nor campaigned in elections, I canonisation process. Indeed, I have always been
have always made myself available and trusted in alongside loyal collaborators. The Council General’s
God’s will, who would call me to do some tasks. success results from the joint harmonious work
My presidential candidacy was proposed by eight carried out by many fellow members, who serve
countries, and I couldn’t let them down, so I in the 120 offices making up the International
agreed. I didn’t expect to win at all. Now in office, Structure. I only know about teamwork, in a
my wish is to successfully serve the term. In an decentralised way.
attempt to detach from human vanity, the motto
chosen for our term of office was as follows: “If What is it like to be President General faced with
any man would be first, he must be last of all and so much cultural diversity in the world?
servant of all.” (Mark 9: 35). In my view, this is the Languages are different, and cultures too. The
motto of service and humility.
socio-economic situation of the
“I have always made countries is different, but the
During your four years in office,
needs of the poor are the same; and
myself
available
and
which experiences have been the
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
most remarkable at the head of
remains unchanged: home visits,
trusted
in
God’s
will”
the General Presidency?
Conferences, Councils, Special
My missionary visits to seven
Works, the Rule, etc. Indeed, the
African countries were impressive, indescribable role of the Council General International, of which
moments. I learnt a lot there. Our African brothers I have the joy of being President General, is to
and sisters do their best to produce the most keep the Society always united, based on the same
beautiful things, virtually penniless, and they never values, rooted in the same principles, focused
complain. My missionary trips to the Middle East, on the same ideals, with the same mission and
Oceania and Asia were also very fruitful. Another vision. This is also my role and my key goal. Local
highlight was the visit to the United Nations, both traditions are not opposed to the humanitarian
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International Board’s Major
Achievements Highlighted by
President General

service provided by fellow members all over the
world; quite the opposite, they are our greatest
wealth.
What is the institutional work regarding the
‘defence of the poor’ within the Council General
like?
In this regard, the Council General has supported
myriad social issues. Public press releases and
statements have been issued on current major
topics: pro-life arguments against abortion;
gender-based violence; fight against racism and
discrimination, against war and terrorism; Middle
East’s peace; defence of childhood, and refugees;
cooperation among peoples; the importance of
respecting the house of God, the Church, in those
places where it is persecuted… We are not afraid
of speaking our mind, following in the footsteps
of St. Vincent de Paul and our seven founders. My
Circular Letters have also shed light on these social
issues, not discernible to the naked eye. This is
also the role of Council General: the advocacy of
the oppressed and the vulnerable, be a voice for
the voiceless around the world. We are strongly
committed to a ‘culture of peace’ and the ‘defence
of the poor’, and we will remain steadfast on this
track.

a long way to go. The pandemic has shrinked our
term of office. If I had more time, I think we could
do much more. That does not depend on me,
though.

We live in a selfish and competitive world, with
moral crises growing worse. Is it possible to
envisage a better world for our offspring?
I am, by nature, optimistic. I do believe in Divine
Providence. Even now, during the pandemic, I try
What are the challenges for the Council General to see things on the bright side. For example, I
highly value the number of recovered cases out of
today?
There are many challenges. To name a few, I will the total number of Coronavirus cases. I think that
highlight some of them: enhanced comprehensive mankind will emerge stronger, more supportive
formation for fellow members; effective and less selfish from this health crisis. It seems
communication at all levels, thus making the role that human relationships are changing for the
of the seven founders even more precious; unified better. The world will emerge from this better.
SSVP logos in several countries, which, in my We miss simple gestures in everyday life: going to
school, breathing without wearing
view, as a journalist, is an urgent
a mask, going to mass, hugging a
need; presence at universities and
“We
are
strongly
friend… We are confident that
colleges, thereby disseminating
when the pandemic is over,
the Vincentian charism (tainted
committed
to
a
we will be better off, and the
by counter-values and attacks on
Christian thought); the SSVP’s ‘culture of peace’ and media and leaders (maybe more
complex due to the political and
expansion in new countries (a
economic interests involved) have
dozen of possibilities are open);
the ‘defence of the
to understand this. Nonetheless,
welcoming new members, hence
poor’”
I realise that the poor get poorer,
avoiding the ageing of our Society
and that many people who were
all over the world, without
hindering the work and rigour of Conferences; good not poor have become needy. Hence, the SSVP’s
leadership; close liaison to fight global poverty role has become much more important and
with the Church, collaborators and international essential. Fellow members need to understand
humanitarian aid organisations. In short, we have this: their role in social life is much greater than
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they think. We can do much more; we can be more
supportive; we can make a real difference in the
lives of assisted families.
What do you think about the SSVP’s charity work?
The SSVP’s charity work, as well as any social
action undertaken by the Catholic Church and
the “good institutions”, can be deemed to be
essential to social life. The Vincentian saves lives,
leads, gives advice and suggests alternative paths.
The Vincentian does not accept human misery
(material, moral and spiritual). The Vincentian
role consists of serving people and making them
happy. Hence, the mission of fellow members is
quite necessary in our times when it comes to the
protection of the right to life (against abortion and
euthanasia), the rights to work, education and
health, environmental protection, and the right
to a fair world. And it’s precisely inequality that
destroys us. I always like to recall the Church’s
Social Doctrine and Frédéric Ozanam, who
promoted social justice with all his efforts to be
effectively applied in human relations.
What do the SSVP founded in 1833 and that of
today have in common?
Ozanam, Bailly de Surcy and the other founders,
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as well as Saint Vincent, Saint Louise and Rosalie
Rendu… all these holy people are no longer here.
From Heaven, they show us the way. Even today,
they inspire us in our struggle to disseminate the
Vincentian Charism all over the world. Ozanam’s
ideals are our compass in terms of social justice.
Saint Vincent de Paul is our best role model for
charity; and Rosalie, a role model for meekness,
empathy and service. Hence, we are on the
right path. We need to be more proactive, more
enthusiastic, closer to the poor, and more devoted
to the social cause. At times, we waste time with
trivia and red tape, which bring us apart or lead
to disagreements in Conferences, Councils and
Special Works. We have to avoid that, since it
results from the action of the Evil One.
In your view, what is the scope of the SSVP’s
international charity?
The SSVP has always delivered aid and helped
people affected by natural disasters (droughts,
earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes…). Vincentian
conferences strive to allocate resources in order
to alleviate poverty in vulnerable regions, cities
and areas. Throughout history, during epidemics
and pandemics, the SSVP has always stood firm.
It is constantly renewed to help the groups of
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hundreds of social works (children, elderly people,
the youth and other needy people) overcome their
daily plight. How many people have overcome their
drug addiction thanks to the Vincentian action?
How many couples have returned to Church thanks
to Vincentian action? How many baptisms were
celebrated under the spiritual guidance of the
SSVP? How many young people have completed
their studies with the Vincentian Conferences’
financial support? How many social projects have
changed the lives of the most needy? 30 million
people are helped every day all over the world.
These figures already show the pious character of
the SSVP and its great contribution
to mankind.
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in Vincentian life; who made progress in Council
General’s management; who fostered institutional
relations; who strengthened the Vincentian
Family; and who redeemed the legacy of our seven
founders. I would be overjoyed to be remembered
this way in the future.

Do you think that the way of living the Vincentian
Charism has changed?
The way of living the Vincentian Charism has
remained unchanged. Unfortunately, the world,
poverty and the way religion is practiced have
changed. Human relations have also changed, in
most cases for the worse. Hence,
fellow members need to adapt to
“The SSVP must
new times, without ever breaking
We know you are a humble
the bond with the primitive spirit
remain
young
to
person. Could you please tell
that founded the SSVP and laid
us how you would like to be address new forms of the foundations of Vincentianism.
remembered in the future?
For example, our face-to-face
Modesty apart (sorry for that), I
meetings were replaced by virtual
poverty”
would like to be remembered as
meetings due to the pandemic,
the President General who ruled
while keeping the very same
on the basis of dialogue, good leadership and full quality, value and strength. Home visits to needy
transparency; who sped up Ozanam’s canonisation families were somewhat impacted during the
process; who valued women and young people pandemic, but we keep on making these visits in
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a more restricted way though. New needy families
were added up to get support from Conferences.
There are more and more online meetings and
formation/training courses. In other words, the
world is changing, and we have to adapt to this
evolving situation, whilst preserving the legacy of
the seven founders. There will be new challenges
to face in the years to come, and the SSVP must
remain young to address new forms of poverty,
such as digital exclusion, family crisis, loneliness,
mental disorders, childless couples and the new
lifestyle of mankind.
The world has changed with
the health crisis resulting from
Covid-19. How has the Council
General responded during these
difficult times?
Since the onset of the pandemic in
March 2020, the Council General
has not stopped. The official
actions undertaken have been duly
published on Council General’s
website to keep the
Confederation updated all
through this unfortunate
period for mankind. The
term of office of several
Superior Councils have
been
extended,
and
aid
donations
(over
300,000€) have been sent
to 70 countries. My major
concern is the mental
and physical health of
our fellow members, and,
of course, the harmful
effect of the pandemic
on poor communities
(particularly, children, the
youth and elderly people),
who are unemployed and
hopeless. I have written
an Extraordinary Circular
Letter, addressed to each
and every Vincentian,
since many Vincentians
are going through a tough
situation
during
this
pandemic. Covid-19 is a
terrible disease, but even

worse is the panic and fear fueled by politicians
and the media. Being back to normal may take a
long time. Face-to-face events have been called
off, but will be held virtually. This year has been
very restricted, and we would like, God willing, to
make up for this in 2021 and 2022.

Dear President, your final message to our 800,000
readers?
I do wish that all SSVP fellow members around the
world keep on helping the neediest, always with
love, affection and charity, without ever judging
the poor, but, above all, grasping their reality and
needs. At times, we are not aware
of our strength, bestowed only by
“Vincentian
God. Be peaceful, be docile, be
conferences strive
loving to those who suffer. Keep
away from conflict, bureaucracy,
to allocate resources and follow the Rule for the sake of
seven founders. Always with a
in order to alleviate the
problem-solving approach, never
waste time on trivia. Redemption
poverty”
awaits us.
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comunicación
agenda
2021 / divulgación

1st Half of the Year

2021
Themed Year of Jules Devaux

• 20th February - Mixed-mode/virtual Board meeting

in Paris

• 28th February - 14th March – Visit, with Spain’s

National President, Juan Manuel Buergo, to
Gibraltar and Spain. To be confirmed due to the
pandemic

• 18th April - 5th Talk Show with PGI
• 24th April - CIAD’s virtual morning meeting in Paris

/ Official opening of Paris’ headquarters (in the
evening)

• 25th April - Mixed-mode/virtual Board meeting in

Paris

• June: Visit to Félix Clavé’s tomb (Pau, France)

2nd Half of the Year

• 1st - 5th October – President General’s visit to SSVP

Nigeria on its 60th Anniversary

• 6th - 10th October – 2nd ALL AFRICA ASSEMBLY

• 1st - 4th July – 3rd Regional ITVP Meeting for

(Nairobi, Kenya), with the attendance of a few Board
members (CIAD’s special mixed-mode meeting)

• 18th - 28th August – President General’s visit to

• 11th - 23rd October – President General’s visit to

• 29th July - 2nd August – President General’s visit,

• 7th November – 6th Talk Show with PGI

America 3 (Aparecida, Brazil)

Central America (3 or 4 countries to be defined)

Africa (3 or 4 countries to be visited)

with the International Territorial Vice President,
Mike Nizankiewicz, to Grenada (Meeting for
America 1)

• 4th December – CIAD’s in-person meeting in Lyon

• 16th - 22nd August – Agreement with “Order of

• 5th December – In-person Board meeting in Lyon

• 27th - 28th August – USA’s SSVP National Meeting

• 9th - 11th December – Meeting gathering the

Malta”, plus visit to Malta and Albania
(President General)

• 5th September – Swearing-in ceremony of new

SSVP President in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)

• 8th - 12th September – CGI Annual Meeting (Madrid,

Spain) (International Territorial Vice Presidents,
Concordat, Permanent Section, International
Executive Commission and Board)

(France)
(France)

International Vice President for Youth, Children and
Teenagers with his 12 international delegates. – To
be held in Lisbon or Rome

• December – President General’s visit, along with

a small delegation, to Jules Devaux’s tomb, in
Colombières (France).

• Last quarter of the year – Panasco 9 (venue and

date to be defined)
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N ew organizational
new
O rganizational chart of the cgi
This is the new organizational chart of the Council General International (CGI) of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul (SSVP), which will come into effect from 1st January 2021. The President General hereby acknowledges
the ministry and commitment of all those who have been part of the CGI’s structure and welcomes the
members taking on new responsibilities.

Joseph Makwinja

Marisa
Téllez

Willian
Alves

Sebastián Gramajo

Maurice
Yeung

Antonio
Gianfico

Juan Manuel Buergo

Ralph
Middlecamp

Alfons
Ten Velde
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strategic goals

2016-2022

MISSION
A network of friends,
seeking holiness via the
personal service to the
poor and the advocacy for
social justice.

VISION 2022
To be recognized as a world
wide organization, which
promotes the integral
human development of
those most in need.

VALUES
•

Service

• Spirituality
•

Humility

•

Charity

•

Empathy

1

Formation
Ongoing process for all
members

2

Youth
30% of members under 35
years of age

3

Twinning
Building a global network of
spiritual and material support

4

Expansion
Presence in
all countries

5

Vincentian Family
Permanent and closed
collaboration

6

Solidarity
International and local
partnerships

7

Global Aid
Revamping fraternal aid and
development

8

Communication
Renew with the use of worldclass technology

9

CGI Structure
Constant search for
accountability and efficiency

10

National Councils
Support to maximize
effectiveness
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www.ssvpglobal.org
Ssvp-Conseil Général International
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