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Amélie's family
• Amélie Soulacroix was born on 14 August
1820, in Marseille (France).
• She was the eldest of the children of Jean‐
Joseph, known as Jean‐Baptiste Soulacroix
(1790‐1848) and his wife, Zélie Magagnos
(1798‐1882).
• At the time, her father taught mathematics
at the Collège Royal in Marseille.
• Her parents had three other children:
Théophile (1823‐1847), Charles (1825‐
1899) and Noémie (1827‐1831).
• Her father became Rector of the Académie
de Lyon in 1833.

Amélie in 1849,
pencil drawing by
Janmot
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Childhood and adolescence
• She was baptised in Marseille, at the Chapelle des Réformés,
later replaced by the Église Saint‐Vincent‐de‐Paul.
• Amélie had a happy childhood. She received her religious
education and instruction at home, normal at that time.
• Her family left Marseille in 1821 to go to Montpellier, then
Nancy, Amiens and finally Lyon where they settled in 1833.
• Though not especially pretty, she was lively, smiling, amiable
and had a good sense of humour.
• She was the special companion, at work and play, of her
brother Théophile, to whom she was greatly devoted,
particularly from 1839, as he became gradually paralysed by
tuberculosis of the bones.

Engagement and marriage
• After receiving and rejecting a first offer of marriage probably in
summer 1840, Amélie received another in October that year,
which she also rejected on the 24th.
• Three weeks later, around 13 November 1840, Frédéric
Ozanam was received at the home of the Soulacroix family, to
meet her with the intention of proposing marriage.
• He proposed on 20 November, and the engagement was officially
announced on 24 November.
• On 13 December, Frédéric and Amélie
separated, as Frédéric had to go and
teach at the Faculty of Literature
at the Sorbonne, in Paris.

Engagement and marriage
• The future spouses got to know each other
from a distance ‐ Amélie in Lyon and Frédéric
in Paris ‐ through a frequent correspondence
during their engagement.
• Their marriage was celebrated on Wednesday
23 June at 9 in the morning at the Hôtel de
ville and at 10 at the Eglise Saint‐Nizier in
Lyon.
• Frédéric was then 28 and Amélie nearly 21.

Marriage

Plaque installed in 2017

Église Saint‐Nizier in Lyon,
where the marriage took place in
1841

First years of marriage
• Following their honeymoon in Italy, they settled
in a small apartment in Paris, at the beginning of
January 1842.
• After sadly suffering two miscarriages, Amélie was
once more expecting a child at the end of 1844.
• To the joy of her parents and their families, Marie
was born on 24 July 1845.
• At the beginning of 1845, Amélie’s parents and
her brothers Théophile and Charles left Lyon to
settle in Paris; happily Amélie was no longer
separated from her family.

The journey to Italy
• Because of Frédéric’s literary research, but also, from 1846, for
reasons of his health, the family had to move around a great
deal.
• On 17 November 1846, Amélie, Frédéric and little Marie left for
Italy, where they stayed for several months, living in various
towns according to Frédéric's research needs.
• They were in Rome, when news reached
them of the death on 9 March 1847, of
Théophile, Amélie’s brother, aged just 24.
The distance prevented them from
attending the funeral.
• This great sorrow came after the joyful
occasion on 7 February 1847 when Pope
Pius IX warmly welcomed them to a private
audience.

Years 1847‐1848
• The family returned to Paris in mid‐July
1847.
• They moved to a larger apartment;
Amélie devoted herself to her duties of
mother and homemaker.
• Amélie was an educated and cultured
woman, an excellent pianist and spoke
Italian well by this time. She supported
Frédéric throughout, in all his new
commitments in 1848.
• Marie Cruiziat, “Old Marie” or “ Guigui”, the Ozanam family's
servant for years, joined Frédéric and Amélie in October 1843,
and was a welcome and valuable support for their household.

1848, another bereavement
• Amélie’s father, Jean‐Baptiste
Soulacroix, who never recovered
from Théophile's death, now fell
gravely ill in April 1848. He died on
23 July 1848, at the age of 57.
• This bereavement, in such a close
and loving family, overshadowed
the next few months, and three
weeks later Amélie’s birthday, on
14 August, celebrated at Frédéric’s
insistence, was “a very sad
occasion, with many tears shed”.
• From now on, it was Amélie and
Frédéric on whom the widowed
Zélie Soulacroix relied, and from
whom she sought advice.

Soulacroix family tomb
Montparnasse cemetery, Paris

1849‐1852: caring for a sick husband
• From 1849 onwards, Frédéric’s health worsened, he reduced his
teaching, and from June kept out of Paris where cholera was
raging. They spent the summer in Versailles.
• In 1850, the couple were advised to take a seaside holiday in
Brittany; for Amélie, this was in the hope of another child being
expected.
• In 1851, they found a property to rent in Sceaux, “with good air”,
close to Paris, from where they set out for England to visit the
“1st Universal Exhibition” as well as to observe the dreadful
conditions in the poor districts of London.
• In 1852, Amélie contributed to the publication of the Poètes
franciscains as Frédéric included in it some of the Little
Flowers of Saint Francis of Assisi which she had previously
translated.

1849‐1852: caring for a sick husband
• As Frédéric was now a permanent invalid, Amélie became
his carer and nurse, devoting herself body and soul every
day to looking after him.
• In Spring 1852, she was at Frédéric’s bedside: suffering
from pleurisy, he seemed certainly to be approaching the
end of his life.
• Amélie’s “vision”: while her husband was slowly recovering
his strength, Amélie, overwhelmed by dark forebodings,
went with him to Mass at the Carmelite Church: she tells
how she saw an inscription on the wall of a chapel: Here
lies Antoine‐Frédéric Ozanam.
• They left Paris in June 1852, on a long pilgrimage in the
hope of a cure, travelling first to the Pyrénées then into
Italy, where they arrived in January 1853.

1853: With Frédéric until his death
• The stay in Italy, first in Pisa, then on to near
Livorno, San Jacopo and Antignano, did not
produced the hoped‐for cure. Amélie and
Frédéric together through prayer prepared for
their approaching separation.
• On 1st September, they returned from Italy to
France by boat; Frédéric was dying; they
disembarked at Marseille, where Amélie had
all her mother's family.
• It was there Frédéric died, on 8 September,
aged 40.
• His body was taken to Paris, with a Mass said
for him in Lyon on the day the funeral cortège
passed through the city.

Amélie requested and was granted his interment at
the Carmelite Church
• The funeral was held at their own parish
church of Saint-Sulpice, on 28
September.
• Despite the official ban on interment within
a church, and many difficulties in the way,
Amélie insisted that Frédéric should be
buried at the Eglise des Carmes; her
“vision” in 1852 seemed to her to be a “sign
from God”.

• With the essential support of Father
Aussant, prior of the Dominican house and
with Lacordaire’s positive opinion, in just a
few days she gained approval for a grave to
be dug in the crypt.

Praying at Frédéric’s tomb
• It was still not possible for Amélie to
visit Frédéric's tomb with her
daughter Marie, to pray and lay
flowers: passing through the
monastery was forbidden, so they
could only see the tomb through a
light shaft opening in an alleyway.
• At an audience with the Pope in
Rome on 17 June 1856, Amélie
requested and obtained permission
to visit the tomb.

The Ozanam Crypt (today)

Amélie's widowhood
Frédéric’s early death left Améliealone, at 33, to care for their
daughter Marie, then aged 8. From October 1853, she worked
unceasingly to preserve her husband's memory, arranging the
publication of his complete works and making him better known.
• On 23 June 1854, she began writing her
own Biographical notes on Frédéric which
she would send to Lacordaire.
• Later on, she wrote her Note for his
descendants, the interment at the Eglise
des Carmes.
• Amélie never remarried: over the following
years, she continued the education of their
daughter Marie and always remained
actively involved in charitable work.

Widowhood: making Frédéric known
“From today, [23 June 1854], I am
beginning to gather the materials needed
and everything that could be useful, in
order to write a complete life of my
beloved husband...
This may not be completed in my
lifetime, and perhaps not even
afterwards.
But however God decides, I will have
done everything in my power to ensure a
memoir which, I hope, should do some
good, and be fruitful as his life was.”

Widowhood: Publishing Frédéric’s writings
• Preparation of the Pèlerinage au Pays du Cid,
Frédéric’s last work, carried out according to his
precise instructions. Published by Lecoffre in 1853, it
would be included in volume VII of the Complete
Works.
• Editing of the Preface in 1856, then publication in
1858, with the title Livre des malades, scripture
extracts chosen by Frédéric for his final meditations.
• Publications of his Works in 8 volumes from 1855
with the biography (Notice) written by Lacordaire, the
first 2 volumes of which are on La civilisation au 5ème
siècle (lectures given at the Sorbonne in 1848 and
1849), followed by volumes III, IV, V, VI,VII and VIII.
• Three further volumes: the translation of Dante’s
Purgatorio (IX) in 1865, two volumes of Lettres (X and
XI), complete the collection of the Complete works.

Amélie's death
• On 26 September 1894, Amélie
Soulacroix Ozanam, aged 74, passed
away peacefully after a short illness,
at Écully, near Lyon, with Marie, her
daughter, Laurent Laporte, her son‐
in‐law, and Frédéric Laporte, her
grandson born in 1868, at her side.
• For all those around her, she left the
memory of an “attractive goodness”
which won all hearts, as well as being
for them an example of a devoted
and fruitful life.

Memorial image and prayers for Amélie

Amélie's tomb in Paris

Montparnasse cemetery, Paris
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Virtues of Amélie Soulacroix Ozanam
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Faithfulness
Loyalty
Humility
Perseverance
Charity
Discretion
A model wife
A fruitful widowhood

Amélie and charity (1)
• Within the Soulacroix family in Lyon, it was
natural to welcome refugees, help families in
need and visit the sick.
• With Frédéric, visits and help to two families
in their district of the 6th arrondissement in
Paris, for the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul.
• From 1849, for the Œuvre des Faubourgs,
founded by Father Pététot in 1848 to help
children in the poorest districts by supplying
clothing and educational resources, Amélie
tried to raise funds and visited the families.

Amélie and charity (2)
• Alternating with her mother, from 1850, weekly
visits to the Saint‐Lazare prison‐hospital for young
prostitutes whom the Marie‐Joseph religious sisters in
charge tried to instruct and educate.
• In 1853 in Italy, during Frédéric’s travels to Pisa, Florence and Livorno
for development of the SSVP, despite her fears for his health, Amélie
supported him.
• Œuvre du Bon pasteur, with Mme de Kergorlay, in the 1880s, to help
young women leaving prostitution, or those who were “child‐mothers”
(considered to be the forerunner of the Nid movement, well‐known in
France in the 20th century).
• Œuvre des Ecoles d’Orient, with Cardinal Lavigerie; taking part from
1884, Amélie was responsible for fund‐raising; we have the example of
her efforts with the Alliance française for the Mosul schools.

Chronology 1
• Frédéric and Amélie married
in 1841.
• They were together for 12
years, until Frédéric's death in
1853.
• Amélie was only 33 at this
point.
• She was a widow for 41 years
(1853‐1894)
• Frédéric brought her flowers
on the 23rd of every month,
the day they were married.
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Amélie and the 1856 controversy about the
foundation

Paris

Lyons

• In 1856, within the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, a controversy arose
among various members in Lyon and Paris, asking the question: who was
responsible for founding the Society? Each group had the support of
partisan newspapers (Gazette de Lyon and L’Univers).
• Amélie, concerned for harmony and truth, refused to be involved, and
reminded those she knew that Frédéric himself always spoke of a shared
creation.
• From then on, the collegial nature of the foundation was established.
Source: La Société de Saint‐Vincent‐de‐Paul, Une mémoire des origines en mouvement: 1833‐1914 –
Charles Mercier
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INTERNATIONAL
DAY FOR
WOMEN
MEMBERS OF
THE SSVP

Just and well‐deserved tribute and acknowledgement of the
presence and participation of women in our beloved SSVP!

Let us reflect!

✔ Throughout the journey of faith, hope and charity
of Blessed Frédéric, she whom he chose, loved and
who shared his life, accompanied him along the way.
✔ Amélie Soulacroix Ozanam was a loving wife, a true
companion, totally united with Frédéric in all their
life choices; she was also a tender mother, an
affectionate daughter, devoted sister, attentive
grandmother, and a faithful friend.
✔ We owe everything we know about Frédéric to her:
immediately after his death, she carefully preserved
all his writings and made them widely known.

Close to an outstanding man, there is
almost always an outstanding woman

Bicentenary of the birth of Amélie Ozanam and
International day for women members of the SSVP

terima kasih

salam a
t

谢谢你

Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General
cgi.brasilia@gmail.com

Images and genealogies

Marie Ozanam (1845‐1912)

Marie Ozanam (age 4)

Marie Ozanam (age 7)

Amélie's brother, Charles Soulacroix (1825-1899)
• In his final years at the Collège Royal,
Charles expressed the wish to be a
sculptor. He was then 17 to 18 years old,
and for his first attempts, he sculpted a
bust of Amélie (1842) and a medallion
of Frédéric (1843).
• From 1845, he was preparing to
enter the Ecole des Beaux‐arts in
Paris, but he gradually switched to
painting, after suffering eye
problems from stone dust. His
portrait of Frédéric is from 1846.
• In 1850 he left France, choosing to go to Rome
to continue his training and try to make it his
career.

Charles Soulacroix (cont)
• In Rome, he married Giacinta Diofebo in 1852; they had two
children, Marie des Anges (1856) and Frédéric (1858). He found
it difficult to obtain commissions.
• His main work was done in France: the bishop of
Boulogne sur‐mer asked him to provide
decorations for the apse chapels of the dome in
the new basilica of Notre‐Dame‐de‐l'Immaculée‐
Conception. For this he created six frescos
representing the Mysteries of the Virgin,
working on them between 1863 and 1865.
• When he finally returned to Italy at the
beginning of the 1870s, he settled in Florence
where he died in 1899.

Amélie's two brothers‐in‐law: Alphonse and Charles

Alphonse Ozanam
1804‐1888
(priest)

Charles Ozanam
1834‐1907
(doctor, 11 children)

Amélie did not know Frédéric's elder sister,
Elisa (1801‐1820). She produced these two
miniatures, a self‐portrait and Frédéric as a
child.

Genealogy of Amélie, parentage and descendants

The forenames “Frédéric” and “Amélie”
Jean Baptiste / Zélie

Frédéric O.

Amélie

Frédéric L.

Giacinta

Frédéric S.

Marie

Laurent L.

Charles S.

Marguerite‐Marie

Frédéric L.

Urbain C.

Fernande

Amélie S.

Simonetta

Frédéric Ozanam had a nephew Frédéric, a grandson Frédéric, a great‐
grandson Frédéric and a great‐niece Amélie (by marriage).

