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Council General International 

President General 

 

My fellow young brothers and sisters from Albania, 

My dear President, Antonio Gianfico, 

My dear spiritual advisors, 

My brothers and sisters who take part in this meeting, 

Good night, 

 

It is with great joy that I take part today in this virtual meeting of ‘St. Teresa of Calcutta’ Conference, 

which is held in the city of Mollas (Albania). First off, I want to thank the Italian Vincentian brothers 

and sisters for the brilliant initiative of expanding our institution to Albania. I am very happy. May God 

bless you all! 

 

I cannot attend the meeting in person due to Covid-19 pandemic. However, with the help of social 

networks, I can attend virtually. Social networks help us a lot, when it comes to overcoming this forced 

social lockdown we are subject to, to fight the pandemic. 

 

Social networks are all about Ozanam. Ozanam was not only the forerunner of the Church's Social 

Doctrine, but he can also be regarded as a "Facebook forerunner". What are social networks? What is 

Facebook? A network of friends, right? No one can be added to our network of friends without our 

authorization, right? 

 

And what is the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul? First of all, we are a network of friends, then we do 

charity for others. We are a network of friends of all nations, just as Blessed Antoine-Frederic Ozanam 

wanted: to bring the whole world together in a great network, a network of friends, a network of 

charity, a network of solidarity, a network of generosity, indeed! 

 

Speaking about Ozanam is always advisable and desirable in view of the virtues of this holy man, born 

in Milan in 1813, virtues which are very much needed in today's times. And I will say more: not only 

Ozanam, but all the other founders of our Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, have left us rich and 

remarkable examples of life and holiness. 
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I recommend this to all of you: never stop delving into the inception, the principles, the history of the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul. This study allows us to further strengthen our mission and, above all, to 

know where we come from and where we want to go. 

 

Another recommendation: never give up on your dreams! Never give up on charity! Never give up on 

the HUMAN BEING. Never give up on building a better, more just, more fraternal, less unequal world. 

Sometimes, we may even think that evil is winning the good, but that is not true. Good, which comes 

from God, always wins in the end. 

 

The example of yourselves, young people, in participating in a Vincentian Conference, is a joy for all of 

us at the Council General International. You are the light that illuminates the city of Mollas. You are an 

example to the young people of your city, many of them without hope, without family, without 

encouragement or going through serious problems at home, at school or in professional life. You are 

their hope. Never let that flame go out, because charity can never stop. 

 

Dear young people, I am finishing this brief speech here, and I hope, at the end of our meeting, to be 

able to answer some questions from you, regarding the most varied themes and subjects, linked to the 

Council General or to the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul as a whole. 

 

Be assured that Our Lord Jesus Christ, Our Lady, Mother Teresa, Saint Vincent, Saint Louise de Marillac, 

Ozanam and the other founders, Le Prevost and Rosalie Rendú, from heaven, are very happy with your 

presence and perseverance. 

 

And, here on Earth, I am the happiest President General in the world to attend this event bringing 

Brazil, Italy, France and Albania together. 

 

Thank you very much for everything. You are the present and the future of our Society of Saint Vincent 

de Paul. May God bless you abundantly, my dear young Albanians. 

 

Renato Lima de Oliveira 
16th President General 
 
 
 
 


