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Le Président Général 
  
  

English / Speech – 13 June 2019 

Permanent Section – Opening ceremony 

 
Good morning, everyone! 
I want to begin my intervention by thanking you for the welcome we are receiving from the kind, hospitable, 
hardworking and courteous people of the "Invincible City of Oporto" (World Heritage), and from the other 
Portuguese who receive us in Lusitanian lands. We feel the affection with which we are being received and we will 
carry with us, in our hearts, the best memories of Portugal.  
I want to emphasize here the sincere gratitude of the entire General Council to the beloved country Portugal, in the 
person of our fellow members, Alda Couceiro (national president) and Manuel Carvas Guedes (president of the 
Central Council of Oporto), for both of whom I ask, a great applause at this time! 
I would also like to greet all the members of the International Board of Directors and the International Structure, the 
members of the Paris staff, the members of the Permanent Section, the Territorial Vice-Presidents and Zone 
Coordinators, the Presidents of the Superior Councils that are part of the International Executive Committee and the 
representatives of the Portuguese delegation (some of them presidents of local Councils). 
It is with great joy that I declare open this important annual meeting of the Permanent Section on 13 June 2019, 
St.ANTHONY’s DAY. Welcome to all! And may we all enjoy these days of conviviality and fraternity here in Portugal. 
I also thank Ozanam TV for the well done communication work they have been doing, and for their efforts to 
broadcast our meetings live. The more open and well-known the International General Council, the better the 
governance and transparency of our Confederation. 
 
Dear friends, 
This year 2019, the INTERNATIONAL THEMATIC YEAR of PAUL LAMACHE, is a very significant period for all of us in 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, and especially for the International General Council. We are celebrating the 180 
years of existence of the INTERNATIONAL GENERAL COUNCIL! A blessing and a gift from God in our lives. To properly 
celebrate this important date, the 2019 International Plenary is full of news. I will mention some of them here: 
 
- Premiere of the song "The 7 Founders", in Portuguese and Spanish; 
- Signature of an institutional cooperation agreement between the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and the Religious of 
St. Vincent de Paul (RSV); 
- Launch of two new books on Vincentian spirituality; 
- Launching of a memorial where the most important part of the 2nd International Meeting of Vincentian Youth, held 
last year in Salamanca, Spain, is collected.  
- Presentation of the medal "Charity in Hope" to the Scouts ("Be ready"); 
- Approval of a protocol of good practices for the use of the crowdfunding tool within the SSVP; 
- Approval of ethical recommendations for Vincentians on how to behave in social networks; 
- Promotion of the "1st International Meeting of Vincentian Shops" on Saturday, in which four Superior Councils 
(United States, Australia, Ireland and England/Wales) will share their experiences; 
- For the first time in the history of the SSVP, a simultaneous world collection dedicated to Vincentian youth will be 
held on July 4; 
- Launching of a "management report" for the first three years of the mandate, a document that will be delivered to 
the Secretary General of the United Nations during my visit to New York in the coming weeks; and 
- Launch of a new institutional video for the SSVP. 
 

During these two days, we will have the joy of receiving two important external guests who will give very 
interesting talks on current topics: Professor Guzmán Carriquiry Lecour (secretary of the Vatican Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America) and Father Bertin Sanon (Superior General of the Religious of Saint Vincent de Paul). 

In addition to this festive atmosphere, our international plenary session will also have important debates and 
decisions, such as, for example, the excellent opportunity we have to change our headquarters in Paris, allowing the 
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General Council to modernize and have an additional source of income, in addition to the generous donations that 
countries already make to us through the "Concordat".  

As we are friends, I would like to quote here, in this Year of Lamache, one of his phrases, when he underlined 
"that it was the friendship of the group that deserves to be associated with the beginnings of the Society". Thus, 
following the example of our founders, I am sure that the discussions will take place in a climate of friendship, 
harmony, respect and collaboration, because these are the true Vincentian qualities. We reject any kind of discord or 
false arguments that do not fit with reality and that move us away from consensus. I am a consensus-seeking general 
president, and I hope our deliberations will be based on that. 

 
Dear friends,  
At this moment, our mandate is halfway through (3 years), and in that time, thank God, all of us on the 

International Board of Directors and the International Structure have done our best, with much dedication and 
resignation. We have advanced in strategic planning, in communication, in formation, in youth, in administrative 
management, in the expansion of the SSVP, in the process of canonization of Ozanam, in the diffusion of the 
biography of the seven founders, in fraternal help between countries, and in many other departments and sectors. 
However, much remains to be done to complete the other three years of the mandate. 

To this end, in order to expand governance, good practices and transparency, we have increased the Board 
from 7 to 13 members; in this way, with new Vincentians and new visions, we can "make less mistakes" and "make 
more mistakes". We have a new Secretary General, our brother Bertrand Ousset, whom I thank for accepting the 
invitation and for the work he is doing, along with our dear fellow members, Larry Tuomey and Joseph Pandian. We 
also have a new Spiritual Advisor, Argentine Father Andres Motto, of the Congregation of the Mission, a true friend 
of the Vincentians! 

Before closing my speech, I want to thank my family, who have always supported me and helped me 
overcome some personal problems; the dear members of the International Board of Directors and the Paris staff, for 
their loyalty and cooperation; the national presidents, who help us "advance the SSVP"; and all the good people who 
want to contribute to the institutional growth of our Confederation. 

Today, after three years as President General, I am a more experienced person and more aware of the role I 
must play in the world representation of our Society. I learn new things every day, and I always seek immediate 
correction of my actions, when necessary.  I am accustomed to pressure and criticism, but knowing that I can count 
on your support and prayers helps me to relieve the burden of the immense responsibilities I have by being the 
spokesperson for this true "army of charity" present in 150 territories, which has 800,000 members and more than 
1.5 million volunteers. 

May our plenary session be very productive! May we, as friends and in a fraternal spirit, make the best 
decisions during these days of meeting to prepare the International General Council for another 180 years of service, 
spirituality and charity.  

 
Thank you, Oporto! Thank you, Portugal!  
Let us remain united to achieve our main objective, written in the mission of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: 

"To be a network of friends, seeking sanctification through service to the needy and the defense of social justice. 
Thank you very much for your attention and good work! God bless you. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Renato Lima de Oliveira 
16º Presidente General Internacional 


