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Editorial

We are ending 2022 and welcoming 2023, the year 
in which our Society of Saint Vincent de Paul will cel-
ebrate, with the grace of God, its 190th anniversary. 

But 2023 holds strong emotions about several other 
dates, which will also receive our support and appre-
ciation. Let us look at some of these important dates 
below.

On January 31st, another CIRCULAR LETTER will be 
published, the last one this term. On February 17th, 
we will be celebrating the SEVEN FOUNDERS of the 
SSVP, on the same liturgical date of the seven founders 
of the Servite Order. 

On April 23rd , to celebrate the 190 years of foundation 
of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, a Holy Mass, 
will be broadcasted live from Fatima (Portugal), in four 
languages, for the whole planet. On the same day, we 
will commemorate the 210th anniversary of the birth 
of Blessed Antoine-Frederic Ozanam.

From June 13th to 17th, the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of 
the International Confederation will be held in Rome 
with the election of the 17th International President. 
On July 4th, will be a great moment for the youth with 
the “International Day of the SSVP Youth”.

The year 2023 will be   full of commemorative date
On July 21st,, the foundation of the International Gen-
eral Council 183 years ago (1839) will be remembered. 
And on August 14th, the INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SSVP’s 
WOMEN MEMBERS, in honor of Amelia Ozanam, will 
be widely celebrated in all regions of the world.

On September 9th, the inauguration of the new Pres-
ident General will take place in Paris, France. As well, 
members will visit the tomb of the 2nd President Gen-
eral International, Jules Gossin (1789-1855). And to 
close the year with a “golden key”, on November 19th, 
members will reflect on the 7th World Day of the Poor.

As described above, the year 2023 is full of glorious 
moments in which the SSVP will be in international 
evidence. We pray the Good Lord that we can carry 
out all these activities and initiatives. 

The present Board of Directors has been working very 
hard, with the support of the staff in Paris, to do our 
best to prepare all these events and ephemerides. 
We thank everyone for their support, especially the 
Superior Councils that form our Confederation.

Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General International

Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General
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year of le taillandier

The Council General 
Announces the Results of 
the International Contest 
for Pierre-Auguste Le 
Taillandier Thematic Year
The President General International, 
Renato Lima de Oliveira, on behalf of 
the Council General International, was 
pleased to announce the results of the 6th 
International Literary Contest “the First 
Conference – International Thematic Year 
of Pierre-Auguste Le Taillandier”

Contest Results Pierre-Auguste Le Taillandier 2022

•  1st Prize: Cláudia Marcia de Freitas Pereira. Brazil: 
1,000€

•  2nd Prize (ex aequo): Adenilton Faustino Morei-
ra. Brazil and Philippe Menet. France: 750€

•  3rd Prize (ex aequo): Kyrian Chigoziri 
Njoku. Nigeria and Njoku Tochukwu 
Collins. Nigeria: 500€

The SSVP’s Council General Internation-
al also grant an equivalent amount to 
the Conference to which the author of 
the work belongs. The money granted to 
the Conference will be fully allocated to 
social work, activities or projects carried 
out by the Conference, represented by its 
President.

We congratulate all the participants and all 
those who have helped to organise this Con-
test. “The Organising Committee is impressed 
with the contents and presentation of the works, 
which are improving year after year. The Council Gen-
eral welcomes the interest aroused within the Society 

of Saint Vincent de Paul in the Thematic Year project, 
which aims at further delving into the work produced 
by each of the seven young founders. The key goal 
is to ensure that the knowledge shared by everyone 
concerning the emergence of the first Conference and 
the subsequent development of the Society of Saint 
Vincent de Paul has an impact, that the history of the 
founders is known, that it is spoken about, that it is 
of value as an example, especially for the young peo-
ple who are attending Conferences today. The seven 
founders collectively created our Society.For this rea-
son, with respect and consideration, we remember the 
legacy bequeathed to us.“, said our President General, 
Renato Lima

We would like to remind you that the upcoming 2023 
International Thematic Year will be devoted to Jules 
Gossin. Those fellow members who are interested in 
taking part of the contest, which will be launched on 
February 8th, 2023, can start preparing their submis-
sions.
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year of le taillandier

A CGI Department 
created to keep alive  
the memory of the  
seven founders
One of the most important and strategic 
sector of the current mandate of the 
Council General International, presided 
by brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16th 
President General International, is the 
“Seven Founders” Department, which in 
the past was called “ the  Commission for 
Historical Investigation”

This Department was created in 2016 for the purpose 
of structuring a series of actions, campaigns and ini-
tiatives aimed at revealing to members the historical 
significance of the fundamental role played by the 
seven founders of our Society. 

The figure of Antoine-Frederic Ozanam is well known 
because of the advanced process of his canonization 
with the discovery of a possible second miracle. But 
the other founders are also important in the history of 
SSVP. Ozanam himself, on several occasions and during 
speeches, denied being the only founder, sharing this 
achievement with his colleagues.

We know Ozanam well: family, academic life, profes-
sional activity, political activity, etc. But very little is 
known about the other founders. Therefore, the “Seven 
Founders” Department has been a priority with the 
aim of researching and publishing information about 
the other six pioneer brothers whom most Vincentians 
were unaware of until recently.

The Department created the Project “International 
Thematic Years”, which in its first phase (2016-2022) 
studied the life of each founder through an essay con-
test. In the second phase, starting in 2023, will open 
the period of study of other Vincentian personalities, 
such as the Presidents General, Amélia Ozanam and 
other important historical personalities of the SSVP.

In addition to the contest, a song praising the seven 
founders was created, which is now available in five 
languages: Portuguese, Spanish, English, French and 
Italian. The original version was written by brother Paulo 
César Felizardo from Brazil. Next year there will be a 
contest for the lyrics in Mandarin and Arabic. The lyrics 
are beautiful and are a magnificent tribute to them.

Another initiative related to the seven founders is the 
visit to their graves located in various French cities. 
The cemeteries have already been visited, except for 
the grave of Le Taillandier as this visit will take place in 
February 2023, in the city of Rouen where his remains 
are resting.
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In the field of communication, several logos and imag-
es referring to the seven founders were also created, 
including an official image (gallery of the founders), 
separate images of each of them, annual stamps (for 
letters, correspondence, envelopes and letterhead) as 
well as other visual items.

In the area of ephemerides, we have created two dates 
to be commemorated within the SSVP: July 21st (the 
foundation of the General Council, an appropriate time 
to remember the achievements of our founders) and 
February 17th, (liturgical date of the seven founding 
saints of the Servite Order, a date to remember our 
seven founding saints). Both dates are opportunities 
for Conferences and Councils to celebrate the memory 
of the beloved fathers of the SSVP.

The Council General’s website is full of information, 
historical texts and news about the seven founders. As 
well the President General’s Circular Letters, published 
in January each year, provide valuable information 
about them. We recommend everyone to access this 
information and share it with Conference members.

One day, God willing, all SSVP members will be able to 
say the names of our founders (Bailly de Surcy, Lallier, 
Lamache, Clavé, Devaux, Le Taillandier and Ozanam). 
Furthermore, members will be able to talk about their 
virtues, their thoughts, life examples, written texts, 
holiness, especially their legacy in helping the poor 
and humanity.

The “Seven Founders” Department reports to the 
International Vice-presidency for Formation & Train-
ing, currently chaired by brother Juan Manuel Buergo 
Gómez (Spain). Other Vincentian authors and scholars 
participate in the Committee, such as Maurizio Ceste 
(Italy), Ralph Middlecamp (USA), Matthieu Brejon 
(France) and Javier Chento (Spain).

“I am very happy with the work carried out by this De-
partment because the historical rescue of our founding 
fathers is something crucial for us to know our origins 
better and thus act more effectively in current times. 
The more we know the biography of our founders, 
the better we will be as confreres and consociates,” 
emphasized President Lima de Oliveira.

year of le taillandier
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year of le taillandier

Visit to the grave of  
co-founder Jules Devaux 
in Colombières, France
The mayor of the city hosted the Council 
General delegation

Continuing the “International Theme Years” project, 
members of the Council General International’s Board of 
Directors, accompanied by territorial youth delegates, 
travelled to Colombières (Normandy), 300 km from 
Paris, to visit the tomb of co-founder Jules Devaux 
(1811-1880). The trip took place last September 11.

Upon arrival at the local cemetery, there was a warm 
welcome by Vincentians of the region as well as by 
religious and political authorities. The mayor of the 
city, Mrs. Catherine Viel, was honored to welcome the 
delegation from the Council General, highliting the 
illustrious son – Devaux – who is resting in this ceme-
tery. The youth laid a bouquet of flowers on the grave, 
and “Amazing Grace” was sung with much emotion.

The 16th President General, Bro. Renato Lima de Olivei-
ra, offered his thanks for the welcome and addressed 
the following message to those present: “We are very 
happy to be here. It is a great privilege to be able to 
visit our co-founder and first Treasurer General who 
was so important in the history of the SSVP. Moreover, 
the more we know about our origins, the better we 
will know how to carry out this evangelizing mission 
of charity and service”, emphasized Renato. The Sec-
retary General, Marie-Françoise Salesiani-Payet, also 
expressed the thanks of the Council General.

Grave of Jules Devaux

Visit to Jules Devaux’s Tomb
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year of le taillandier

After prayers and hymns in front of Devaux’s tombstone, 
everyone went to the Saint-Pierre church, adjacent 
to the cemetery, where the local religious (Father 
Philippe and Brother Cyril) and their parishioners led 
invocations and Bible readings in French and English. 
Afterwards, at the invitation of the mayor, a welcome 
cocktail was served at which time brother Hugues de 
Rosamel, President of the Departmental Council of 
Calvados, spoke about the beautiful charitable work 
carried out by the 15 conferences of the region. 

Furthermore,  brother Thierry Vialatte from Caen (for-
mer President of the Departmental Council of Calvados) 
donated to the Council General a very beautiful and 
also very old painting of the face of St. Vincent de Paul, 
which will be hanged at the international headquarters. 
It is worth noting that all these events were attended 
by many brothers and sisters from Colombières, Cal-
vados, Roen and Moyaux.

Since Colombières is a very small village, the delegation 
stayed overnight in Arromanches-les-Bains, a historic 
town where the allies landed in June 1944 to liberate 
France from Nazi oppression. In this municipality, all 
prayed for peace in the world, especially at this time 
when wars and conflicts between nations are a sad 
reality on our planet.

Lisieux

On the way to Colombières, the delegation  passed 
through the city of Lisieux where they visited the tomb 
of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, as well as that of her 
parents, St. Louis Martin and St. Zelie Martin. In Lisieux, 
they visited the chapel and basilica of St. Thérèse, 
followed by a fraternal lunch with representatives of 
the Rouen Departmental Council, including former 
president, sister Frederique Quevilly. In the basilica, 
the visitors prayed for young people, children, the 
elderly and families around the world.

Upcoming visits

The tomb of co-founder Pierre-Auguste Le Taillandier 
will be visited in February 2023 (in  reference to The-
matic Year 2022). The body of Jules Gossin (Thematic 
Year 2023), 2nd President General, will be revered in 
December 2023. The Project “Thematic Years” aims 
to deepen our knowledge of the legacy and biography 
of our predecessors, starting with the seven founders. 
However, a new phase is starting with the highlight of 
personalities who have been important to the history 
of the SSVP, such as the Presidents General. This initia-
tive consists not only of visiting the tombs, but other 
initiatives: songs, film festival, special logo, spirituality 
articles, motivational talks, commemorative stamp 
and literary contest.

The CGI delegation in Lisieux
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comunicación / divulgaciónpgi elections

The Council General International is finalizing prepa-
rations for several activities June 12 to 18, 2023 in 
Rome (Italy). The most important activity: the General 
Assembly. The events will take place at the Hotel Casa 
Tra Noi.

As soon as the program 
is approved by the In-
ternational Board of Di-
rectors, it will be disse-
minated to all National 
Councils. All activities 
will be broadcasted live 
on Ozanam TV as it has 
been the practice since 
the beginning of this 
mandate.

It will be a week full of 
events, according to 
the following agenda:

 •  June 12: Annual Meeting of International Terri-
torial Vice-presidents (ITVPs).

 •  June 13, 14 and 15: General Assembly (election 
of the 17th  President  General).

 •  June 16 and 17: 1st. Workshop of National Pre-
sidents.

 •  June 18: 3rd. Lusophone Summit of Vincentian 
Countries.

The theme of the Assembly will 
be: “Fraternity, communion and 
mission: in the footsteps of the 
seven founders”. The highlight of 
the agenda will be the election of 
the 17th President General Interna-
tional. Those present will also have 

the opportunity to participate in the papal audience, 
which always takes place on Wednesdays in St. Peter’s 
Square.

During the event there will also be: renewal of the Con-
cordat, modernization 
of the International 
Statutes, granting of 
the “Charity in Hope” 
medal and cooperation 
agreement with the 
International Order of 
Malta, and the launch 
of three documents 
(“Global Report”, “How 
to rejuvenate Vincen-
tian Conferences” and 
“Handbook for Natio-
nal Youth Commit-
tees”).

“We are working hard 
to make these events in Rome the best ever. The mo-
ment of the presidential election is something impor-
tant, a unique moment in the life of our Confederation, 
and we hope that everything will be carried out in an 
atmosphere of simplicity, unity and harmony. We will 
take advantage of the presence of national presidents 
to offer them a special formation focused on strategic 
and priority issues for the future of our Society,” said Se-
cretary General, sister Marie-Françoise Salesiani-Payet.

We ask for your prayers for the success of all these 
events that will be promoted by the 
Council General in the Eternal City. 
We thank the National Council of 
Italy for the logistical support they 
always kindly give us.

Save the date: the SSVP General Assembly  
in Rome is coming soon

The highlight will be the election of the 17th President General

All activities will  
be broadcasted live  

on Ozanam TV 
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comunicación / divulgaciónpgi elections

The deadline for Superior Councils to submit to the 
Electoral Committee nominations of candidates to run 
for the office of 17th President General International 
was October 15, 2022. 

Acceptance of a nomination is not compulsory, and 
the candidates proposed by the Superior Councils will 
be contacted by the Committee to verify whether or 
not they accept their nomination. If they do accept, 
they will have to submit to the Committee a series of 
documents for their review. The names of candida-
tes who meet the requirements will be published on 
March 13, 2023. 

The Electoral Committee will send the ballot papers 
with the names of the candidates to the Vincentian 
countries. At this stage, the votes will be done by mail. 
On the same day, March 13, prayers to the Holy Spirit 
for the success of the election will begin and any cam-
paigning for or against the candidates is prohibited. 

The presidential election will take place on the evening 
of June 13, 2023 in Rome, Italy, when all the national 
presidents will cast their votes in the ballot box. If there 
is a second round of voting, only the presidents present 
at the assembly will vote. Each Superior Council is en-
titled to one vote, regardless of the size of the country.

After the votes have been counted and the result 
proclaimed, the President General-elect will read the 
“Vincentian Promises” in which he promises to abide 
by the Rule and other principles. The inauguration ce-
remony will take place in Paris on September 9, 2023. 
Between the election and the inauguration, the new 
leader will have three months to define a new strategic 

planning, present a possible new organizational chart 
of the General Council, choose his management motto 
and constitute his/her Board. 

“I pray to God that good candidates emerge, truly 
committed to the SSVP, and that they can continue the 
good innovative measures that we have implemented 
in the current mandate,” said the current President 
General, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira. “May the 
Good Lord protect us. I ask for your prayers for the 
success of this election. And I thank all those who have 
always supported me in the exercise of the General 
Presidency in these seven years of mandate.”

Election for a new President General is approaching
The Electoral Committee, composed of brothers Joseph Pandian  

(Vice-president General), Larry Tuomey (Treasurer General) and sister 
Marie-Françoise Salesiani-Payet (Secretary General), has full autonomy 
to regulate and organize the entire electoral process, which will follow 

the principles contained in articles 3.3 to 3.8 of the  
International Statutes

pgi elections
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comunicación / divulgaciónpgi elections

Paris, October 25th, 2022.

In accordance with the Electoral Rules governing the 
conduct of this election (a copy of which may be found 
below) the latest date for the receipt of nominations 
was 15 October 2022.

By that deadline, valid nominations for five candida-
tes had been received. The next stage in the agreed 
electoral process is for the Electoral Board to contact 
each of the candidates nominated, validate the per-
sonal information given and ensure that it complies 
with the requirements of the International Statutes.

At this stage, none of those nominated can be regar-
ded as an eligible candidate. This must await the final 
declaration of the Electoral Board which will announ-
ce the names of all eligible candidates at the same 
time. Until then the names of those nominated must 
remain confidential.

It would be most unfair to those nominated if the name 
of one was identified and promoted by supporters 
when the names of the others are not public knowle-
dge. We strongly urge all SSVP members to respect 
the Electoral Rules.

May we draw attention to the prohibition on canvas-
sing, approved at the General Assembly in 2016 (an 
amendment to Basic Requirement 11, fifth paragraph).

We kindly ask that this statement be widely dissemi-
nated within our Confederation.

MEMBERS OF THE ELECTORAL BOARD:

Thomas Joseph Pandian, Vice-president 
General

Marie Francoise Salesiani-Payet, Se-
cretary General

Larry Tuomey, Treasurer General

Statement by Electoral 
Board in relation to 
the Election of the 
17th President General 
International

Electoral rules (PDF)

https://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/eng-pgi-elections-2023.pdf
https://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/eng-pgi-elections-2023.pdf
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The strategic role of the 
Deputies Vice-Presidents 
General

The International Rule of the Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul, article 3.18, has a provision that the President 
General International may appoint brothers and sisters 
to assist in the administration of the International 
Confederation as Deputy  Vice-President General. 
Therefore, our President General has appointed three 
collaborators for these positions.

The 1st Deputy Vice-President General is African bro-
ther Joseph Makwinja (Botswana), responsible for 
the areas of youth, children, teenagers, formation 
and training. These sectors are led by brother Willian 
Alves (International Vice-President for Youth, Children 
and Teenagers) and by sister Marisa Tellez (Internatio-
nal Vice-President for Formation and Training). This 
portfolio includes the “Seven Founders” Department 
(former Historical Research Commission), responsible 
for activities related to the seven founders. As can be 
seen, this is a priority and strategic Deputy General 
Vice-Presidency, since all these segments occupy an 
important place in the global strategic planning of 
our Council.

The 2nd Deputy Vice-President General is South Ame-
rican brother Sebastian Gramajo (Argentina), who 
is dedicated to the follow-up of two International 
Vice-Presidencies, monitoring and collaborating with 
brothers Maurice Yeung (Structure) and Antonio Gian-
fico (Institutional Relations). In the folder of brother 
Maurice, there are the 12 Territorial Vice-presidents, 
the 23 Zone Coordinators and the Project “SSVP Plus” 
(expansion to new territories). In the folder of brother 
Gianfico are located the departments of the Vincentian 
Family, Vatican, Ozanam’s canonization, relations with 
the United Nations, agreements and conventions, etc. 
It is another very important Deputy General Vice-Pre-
sidency.

The 3rd Deputy Vice-President General is headed by 
European brother Juan Manuel Buergo Gómez (Spain), 
who is responsible for two areas: International Vi-
ce-Presidency for Solidarity & Special Projects (brother 
Ralph Middlecamp) and International Vice-Presidency 
for Governance & Strategic Affairs (brother Alfons Ten 
Velde). Under these responsibilities, there are the Om-
budsman General, the departments of international 
solidarity (CIAD, FIS, Project Strategy-25 and Twinning), 
special projects, communications, transparency and 
governance, strategic planning, among other sectors. 
The relevance of this Deputy General Vice-Presidency 
is remarkable.

“I am very happy with the work of our three Deputies 
Vice-President General (Makwinja, Gramajo, and Juan 
Manuel). They are all dynamic, proactive, dedicated, 
loyal and motivated. They, thank God, have a very 
broad vision of our Society and know as nobody else 
the importance of the Council General for the whole 
International Confederation”, said President Lima de 
Oliveira. And Renato concluded: “They are part of 
that group of Vincentians who make the difference. 
It is a pleasure to work with them, because besides 
everything, they are generous and very kind people, 
presenting suggestions and making constructive cri-
ticisms in a loving way, to help me in the service of 
President General. And what I like most about them: 
the humility with which they serve the SSVP”.

actividades internacionalesinternational activities
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Webinar presents the achievements during the 
current General Council’s term
The event was an initiative of the National Council of 
England and Wales

At the invitation of the National Council of England & Wales, the 16th Pre-
sident General International, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, gave the 
online presentation: “PGI’s mission around the world; six years mandate”. 
The event took place on September 29th and brought together dozens 
of brothers and sisters from England & Wales.

The national president, sister Helen O’Shea, who is also president of the 
Governance Department of the Council General International, highlighted 
the importance of permanent and updated training for SSVP members: 
“The more we know about the international action of our Society, the 
more we will strengthen our action at the local level”.

In his presentation, brother Lima de Oliveira presented the general ob-
jectives of the International Strategic Planning (2016/2023), showing the 
achievements in each segment since the beginning of his mandate. The 
highlights were: the seven founders, formation, youth, governance, cano-
nization, new headquarters, institutional action, ombudsman, expansion 
to new territories, global solidarity and communication.

After the talk, several Vincentians asked questions to the President Ge-
neral on various matters. “These webinars are an excellent opportunity 
to bring the members of the Society together to reflect on current issues 
and highlighting specific themes. We want to congratulate the National 
Council of England and Wales for creating this Vincentian formation 
program. I remember with joy my visit to Newcastle, Leeds and London 
in June 2018 when I saw firsthand the quality of the work of the SSVP in 
favor of the most needy”, emphasized Renato Lima.

The idea of offering this kind of training in webinar format emerged 
in March 2020 when the first COVID-19 lockdown was imposed by the 
British government, forcing people to stay at home for a long period of 
time in an attempt to contain the pandemic. Since then, topics such as 
Vincentian spirituality, loneliness, health, and helping refugees, among 
others, have been addressed.

The formation lectures always take place on Thursday evenings, and are 
transmitted over the internet by “Zoom”. The upcoming webinars will be 
as follows: October 6 – “Visiting Prisons”; October 13 – “Accompanying 
beneficiaries through a cost-of-living crisis” and October 20 – “Re-inte-

grating ex-offenders: SSVP Appro-
ved Premises”. Please Participate! 
More information: brianr@svp.org.
uk (Brian Roxburgh) or www.svp.
org.uk

Click here to read the presentation 
given by President Lima de Oliveira, 
in English language only.

mailto:brianr@svp.org.uk
mailto:brianr@svp.org.uk
http://www.svp.org.uk
http://www.svp.org.uk
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/england-wales-29-september-2022-webinar.pdf
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Fourth Board of Directors’s meeting – 2022

A Memorandum of Understanding with Depaul International for aid 
to Ukraine was approved

actividades internacionalesinternational activities

The International Board of Directors met in Paris on 
September 10 to discuss a number of important issues 
for the International Confederation of the Society 
of Saint Vincent de Paul. The event was held in the 
Ozanam Room, which is located in the Motherhouse 
of the Lazarist Fathers (Congregation of the Mission) 
in the Vincentian capital of the world.

This time, the 16th President General, brother Renato 
Lima de Oliveira, invited 12 young people, members of 
the International Vice-Presidency for Youth, Children 
and Adolescents, to attend the meeting. These same 
young people were gathered in a workshop held from 
September 7 to 9, at the same location.

The meeting started with opening prayers, followed 
by special intentions, such as the end of the war in 
Ukraine, the canonization of Ozanam, young people, 

and the election for the presidency of the General 
Council. Fr. Andrés Motto (CM) presented a beautiful 
spiritual reading on the theme “Poverty, faith and 
prophetism”. The minutes of the previous meeting, 
held on June 5, 2022, were approved, as well as the 
economic and financial reports.

The President General reported on the latest activities 
carried out, letters sent, his participation in recent 
events and scheduled missionary trips. Following this, 
the other Board members presented their reports, and 
proposed some new actions. One of the highlights was 
the “All Africa Assembly”, which took place in Nairobi 
(Kenya) last June, which obtained excellent results 
based on the seven resolutions approved by the 41 
national presidents.

During the meeting, a fixed annual allowance was 
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Family photo of  Board members and Vice-Presidency for Youth, Children and Adolescents 
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approved for the institutional activities that the Ge-
neral Council conducts at the United Nations in New 
York, with the support of the Archdiocesan Council 
of New York. Also voted was a “Memorandum of Un-
derstanding” to be signed with Depaul International, 
a Vincentian Family member very present in Ukraine. 
The MOU will help the SSVP in the humanitarian ac-
tion that is being done in that very suffering region 
of the planet.

It was also approved that the 2nd Workshop of Terri-
torial Delegates for Formation will be held in Madrid 
(Spain) on November 3 and 4, with the aim of moder-
nizing the global Vincentian formation. The winners of 
the Contest “First Conference – Le Taillandier” were 
announced. The complete story has already been pu-
blished on the General Council’s web site. The Board 
also approved the proposed text of the new Brazilian 

Rule, with the President General’s favorable vote, which 
will receive final approval on December 15, when the 
Permanent Section meets.

Another important issue was the General Assembly to 
be held in Rome, June 12-18, 2023, when two docu-
ments will be introduced: “Global Report” (containing 
information about the SSVP in all countries) and the 
“Guide for the Rejuvenation of Vincentian Conferences”. 
During the assembly, a unique moment in the history 
of SSVP, the election for the 17th President General will 
be held, in addition to voting on minor updates of the 
International Statutes of our Confederation. There will 
also be a meeting of the Portuguese-speaking countries 
two days before the Assembly.

After these activities, everyone went to the Chapel of 
St. Vincent de Paul, where the body of the Father of 
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• Spiritual Reading – Board – Father Motto

•  Memorandum of Understanding – Depaul 
International

• Homily – Ozanam Mass – Father Mott

• Winners of the competition Le Taillandier

Charity rests, for the celebration of 
Mass (valid for Sunday), presided 
by Father Andrés Motto, Interna-
tional Spiritual Advisor.

“I was extremely happy with the 
results of the meeting of our Board 
of Directors, which took place in 
an atmosphere of cordiality and 
fraternity. Many subjects were dis-
cussed and approved, with free-
dom among all the members. The 
presence of young Vincentians 
stirred us all, and I want to regis-
ter here my satisfaction in having 
them with us, asking intelligent 
and very appropriate questions. 
I am sure that future Presidents 
General and many national pre-
sidents will come out of this crop 
of Young territorial delegates”, ex-
horted President Lima de Oliveira.

Accompanying us at the Board 
meeting was the Ozanam TV team, 
which was in Paris to record the 
Christmas message of the Council 
General International for 2022, and also to produce a 
short documentary about the International Thematic 
Year of Jules Devaux.

Ozanam Day

The day before, September 9, everyone was deeply 
moved. Members of the Board of Directors and the 
territorial youth delegates attended the Holy Mass in 
the Church of Saint Joseph of Mount Carmel, where 
the crypt of Blessed Antony-Frederic Ozanam is loca-
ted. The celebration was presided by Father Jacques 
Germaix (Congregation of the Religious of Saint Vin-
cent de Paul – RSV), followed by a prayer at the tomb. 
The event was coordinated by the Central Council of 
Paris, whose president is the dynamic brother Jérôme  
Perrin.

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/002-eng-motto-19-pobreza-y-profetismo-motto.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/eng-mou-ssvp-depaul-v2.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/eng-mou-ssvp-depaul-v2.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/misa-del-domingo-eng.pdf
https://www.ssvpglobal.org/the-council-general-announces-the-results-of-the-international-contest-for-pierre-auguste-le-taillandier-thematic-year/
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The President General makes a 
third visit to Panama
Brother Renato Lima gave a lecture on the seven 
founders of the SSVP

On his way to the SSVP National Assembly of the United States at the end 
of August, the 16th  President General, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 
stopped again in Panama where he participated in a “Vincentian Forma-
tion” at Saint Mary’s Parish in Balboa, Panama City.

The National President of Panama, Sister Mixila Martinez, prepared with 
great affection this event in which a many  Vincentians participated. Cu-
rrently, the Panamanian SSVP has 12 conferences. 

The Formation agenda included a talk on “The 7 Founders,” a question 
and answer session with the President General and adoration (holy hour). 
The Holy Mass was celebrated by Father Gregory Gay, local pastor and 
Superior General of the Congregation of the Mission from 2004-2016.

Evening training sesión

With this visit, the President General 
has now traveled to Panama three 
times. The two previous visits (2017 
and 2019) were motivated by the 
preparatory events and meetings 
for World Youth Day with the Pope.
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around the world, asking brother Renato 
several questions. In addition, the Most Re-
verend Nuncio invited the President General 
to give a lecture about the worldwide Vin-
centian work at a lunch event that will be 
attended by all staff and religious persons 
who are serving the Nunciature.

The Apostolic Nuncio is equivalent to Ambas-
sador of the Holy See. Msgr. Giambattista, 
68 years old, is from Bologna, Italy. He was 
ordained priest in 1981 and bishop in 2005. 
He has been Nuncio in Panama (2005-2008), 
in Bolivia (2008-2017), in India and Nepal 
(2017-2020). Pope Francis appointed him 
Nuncio to Brazil in August 2020.

Giambattista Diquattro holds a master’s de-
gree in Civil Law, a doctorate in Canon Law 
and a master’s degree in Dogmatic Theology. 
Before becoming nuncio, he had served in 
diplomatic missions in the Central African 
Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo 

and Chad. He also served to the United Nations (New York), the Vatican 
Secretariat of State and the Apostolic Nunciature in Italy.

“I consider the audience exceeded all expectations. The nuncio is a very 
pleasant and welcoming person. It struck me that he is very knowledgeable 
about Ozanam’s legacy and follows our activities in the various countries 
of the world,” said brother Renato.

In all the countries where he travels, it is customary for the President Ge-
neral to visit Church leaders and to maintain contacts with representatives 
of the clergy, among them the Apostolic Nuncios, who play a strategic 
role in diplomatic relations between the Vatican and all the nations.

Apostolic Nuncio in Brazil receives the 
President General in audience

On October 26, the Apostolic Nuncio in Brazil, Monsignor Giambattista 
Diquattro, was kind enough to receive in audience the 16 th President General 

International of the SSVP, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, at the Apostolic 
Nunciature headquarters in Brasilia, the country’s capital

President Lima de Oliveira gave the 
Nuncio the golden medal of the 
beatification of Antoine-Frederic 
Ozanam, providing additional infor-
mation about the canonization. He 
was also offered the Council General 
Five-Year Report (2016-2021) and a 
few Vincentian books.

Thanking the President General, 
Msgr. Giambattista showed great 
interest in the work of the SSVP 
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crisis, but the suggestions can be implemented without 
anxiety, always respecting safety protocols.

Father Motto’s text is incredibly rich, but at the same 
time, easy to understand, full of examples with scrip-
ture quotations or references to major writers, not just 
Catholic and Vincentian, linked to human history. It is 
pleasant, encouraging and, above all, very comforting 
to read Fr Andrés Motto’s words. He always teaches us 
to live our Vincentian charism with prayer and action, 
like St. Vincent and our leaders and founders, through 
Ozanam. We can never lose sight of our servants, our 
loved ones, our friends and our masters -the poor- who 
open to us the gates of Heaven.

May this WORLD DAY OF THE POOR help us achieve the 
aims proposed by Pope Francis in this world, helping 
us to build a more fraternal, fairer civil society, since 
the poor you will always have with you (Mk 14:7).

Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira
16th President General

The World Day of the Poor: The day 
of the Poor and the Vincentians

church and ssvp

Father Motto has prepared an excellent reflection which will be very useful 
for all members of our Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, and for all the other 

branches of the Vincentian Family. 

It is not lengthy, but is a very profound and knowledge-
able piece. Going from the Introduction to the Conclu-
sion, it is divided into three, very well-written parts: 
Jesus and the poor; Vincent and the poor; Ozanam and 
the poor. At the end, there is a list of 10 suggestions 
for a more focused way of living the World Day of the 
Poor, serving those who suffer in more practical ways. 
I know that we are presently living through a health 

PDF- Vincentian Reflection 
on the Wold Day of de Poor

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20220613-messaggio-vi-giornatamondiale-poveri-2022.html
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/reflexion-pobres-en-2022.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/reflexion-pobres-en-2022.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/reflexion-pobres-en-2022.pdf
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spirituality of the martyrdom. Below Father comments 
on the significance of the beatification of Isabel Cristina 
for the Vincentian Family and outlines (in five points) 
the importance of this special event.

 1.  We can be certain that by following and serving 
Christ, the evangelizer of the poor, we will attain 
holiness. … furthermore, the witness of life and 
the living of Christian values provides a foundation 
to this holiness (we see this in the life of Isabel 
Cristina).

 2.  Vincentian spirituality, the fountain from which 
Isabel Christina was nourished, constitutes the 
fruitful path of this journey toward holiness which 
we so earnestly desire … that is, Isabel Cristina 
lived this spirituality through service on behalf 
of those men and women who were most poor. 
Therefore, her whole life was inspired by and 
oriented toward this service. This is also the same 
fountain that motivates us to followi Jesus.

Isabel Cristina has been beatified 
Father Emanoel Bedê, CM, explains the importance of her 
example for the Vincentian Family.

church and ssvp

The Servant of God, Isabel Cristina Mrad Campos, was 
beatified on December 10, 2022 in Barbacena, Minas 
Gerais (Brazil). This solemn celebration will be presided 
by the Prefect for the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints, Cardinal Marcello Semeraro. In a letter addressed 
to Archbishop Airton Jose Santos, this date, awaited 
with great expectation by the whole Vincentian Family, 
was confirmed by Paolo Vilotta, postulator of the cause 
for beatification.

Father Emanoel Bedê Bertunes, CM, spiritual advisor 
to the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, reminds us 
that during the second and third centuries Tertullian 
spoke about the martyrs and stated: the blood of the 
martyrs is the seed for new Christians. Father Emanoel 
highlights the fact that this is the genuine source of the 
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Process of Beatification

The process of Isabel’s beatification began in 2001 
in Barbacena. At that time, she was given the honor 
of being referred to as Servant of God”. This process 
continued for eight years and almost sixty individuals 
testified about her holiness and about work as a mem-
ber of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul Society, 
providing assistance to people who were poor and 
in need.

In October 2020, Pope Francis published the decree of 
martyrdom on behalf of this young woman who was 
murdered at the age of 20 resisting an individual who 
attempted to rape her.

Her tomb, located in the parish of Nuestra Señora de 
la Piedad (Our Lady of Mercy) in Barbacena, is visited 
by the faithful who journey there to offer prayers and 
give thanks.

Because Isabel is recognized as a martyr, there is no 
need for a miracle in order for her to be beatified.

Prayer

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we 
adore you and we bless you for the 
strength and the courage that you 
give to so many of your children, 

so many generous individuals who 
inspire us with their example.

May the most Blessed Trinity be 
praised in the person of the Servant 

of God, Isabel Cristina, who gave 
her life defending her purity and 

virginity. Give us the grace to 
imitate her and, if it is your will, 

grant her the honor of being raised 
up on high as a reward for her 

offering. Amen!

church and ssvp

 3.  this Vincentian spirituality provided Isabel Cristina 
with the courage to live and give witness to those 
values that identified her with Christ … and living 
those values in a radical and faithful manner, she 
handed over her life.

 4.  we rejoice in the fact that the Vincentian ideal 
of service on behalf of those men and women 
who are most poor continues to satisfy our thirst, 
cleanse our soul, and fill us with those Vincentian 
principles that guide us and inspire us follow 
Christ, the evangelizer of the poor.

 5.  this spiritual treasure, which we do not preserve 
for ourselves but rather share with future gene-
rations, continues to guide the life of many saints 
and blessed of the Vincentian Family. This spiritual 
treasure has been entrusted to us by Saint Vincent 
de Paul and continues to be life-giving, fruitful and 
relevant to many individuals who desire to clothe 
themselves in this holiness … Isabel Cristina is a 
living example to all of this.

Some information about the life of the Servant of God, 
Isabel Cristina

Isabel Cristina Mrad Campos was born on July 29, 1962 
in Barbacena. She is the daughter of José Mendes 
Campos and Helena Mrad Campos. With a desire to 
study medicine, she moved, in 1982, to Juiz de Fora 
(MG)  where she took a pre-university course.

Like many other young women she studied, went out, 
participated in celebrations. She was also a woman of 
prayer and dreamt of being a pediatrician which would 
allow her to help children in need. She was sensitive 
to the needs of the poor, the elderly and children (so-
mething that she acquired from her family who were 
members of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. At 
that time her father was the president of the Central 
Council of Barbacena.

On September 1, 1962, a man, who was helping her 
move some furniture into her apartment, attempted 
to rape her. She resisted his attach but was struck with 
a chair, tied up, bitten and stripped of her clothing. 
Still she resisted and as a result she was stabbed some 
fifteen times.

Source: https://www.pbcm.org.br/

http://www.pbcm.org.br
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Fasting: Council General Launches Campaign for 
Canonisation of Bl. Frédéric Ozanam  

Every month, on the 23rd, SSVP members 
are urged to fast until his canonisation 
reaches a successful conclusion 

On April 23rd, we commemorate two key dates 
for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul: the birth 
of Bl. Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam (1813) and the 
founding of the first “Conference of Charity” 
(1833). Hence, it’s a very special day for all of us, 
fellow members, especially in times of pandemic. 

To mark these dates, the Council General Interna-
tional (CGI) is launching a Spiritual Campaign for 
the canonisation of Frédéric Ozanam. As suggested 
by our President General, fellow member Renato 
Lima de Oliveira, this campaign is about all SSVP 
members fasting on the 23rd of each month, in 
honour of Frédéric Ozanam’s canonization (“fasting” 
as set out by the precepts of the Catholic Church, 
discreetly and as is customary in each region).

canonisation

22
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canonisation

President General asks the Pope that the 
canonization, when it takes place, be held in Paris

On November 9th, brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 
16th President General International, delivered a letter 
to Pope Francis about the canonization of Ozanam 
during the Wednesday general audience.  In a humble 
and very respectful way, the letter suggests that when 
the canonization of Blessed Antoine-Frederic Ozanam 
takes place, the city of Paris be chosen to host the event 
as it is “Vincentian capital of the world”. 

Showing great interest, the Supreme Pontiff thanked 
the SSVP for the efforts undertaken for the canonization 
of Ozanam, received the letter from brother Renato 
and forwarded it to the Vatican Office. Excited, he told 
the Vincentians: “This is very important. Keep moving 
forward on this”. As we know, the decision on where 
the canonization ceremony takes place - usually in 
Rome - is the Holy Father’s personal decision. 

Pope Francis also received a copy of the Quinquennial 
Report of the Council General International and the 
book “Vincentian Chronicles 5” authored by President 
Lima de Oliveira who was accompanied for this historic 
moment by three Vice-president General Deputies: 

Sebastian Gramajo, Antonio Gianfico and Juan Manuel 
Buergo Gomez. 

Besides the general audience, the delegation of the 
Council General International had a busy institutional 
agenda in Rome. They had contact with various Vatican 
bodies, among them, departments, ministries (“dicast-
eries”) and commissions. The SSVP representatives 
were very well received and possible partnerships and 
common projects could become a reality very soon. 

In the next edition of this digital magazine “Ozanam 
Network” (April/2023), more details will be provided 
about this visit to the “Eternal City”. It should be not-
ed that during that week Council General members 
participated at the annual meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the International Vincentian Family (see 
specific article in this issue); the Council General was 
represented by the brothers Renato Lima and Ricardo 
Tavares.

Click here to read the letter received by Pope Fran-
cis, in Spanish.

The request was formalized in a letter delivered to the Supreme Pontiff 

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/carta-54-carta-al-papa-francisco.pdf


The annual meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the International Vincentian Family, chaired by Father 
Tomaz Mavric, Superior General of the Congregation 
of the Mission (CM), took place  November 7 to 11.

The meeting was held in the facilities of the Casa Maria 
Immaculada, with the participation of members of 
the principal Vincentian branches. Representing the 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP) was the 16th 
President General, Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 
accompanied by Brother Ricardo Tavares, International 
Coordinator of the Vincentian Family Department at 
the Council General.

Several topics were on the agenda, namely: the eval-
uation of the work of the   Vincentian  commissions 
and working groups, the definition of the 2023 budget, 
the projects analysis on the homeless, the Vincentian 
action with the refugees in Ukraine and the organiza-
tion of the 2nd International Meeting of Leaders of the 
Vincentian Family.     Holy Mass was celebrated every 

day and the traditional papal audience took place on 
Wednesday.

During the audience, the Holy Father blessed the sculp-
ture “Shelter”, by  Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz, 

which represents one of the main fo-
cuses of the work of the International 
Vincentian Family in the struggle to 
reduce the number of homeless and 
people without decent housing. All 
those present were very touched by 
the Holy Father’s initiative.

The next meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Vincentian Family, 
now called the “Executive Council of 
the Vincentian Family,” will be held 
in June 2023 in Philadelphia. As for 
the second meeting of the Superiors 
General, it was agreed that it will be 
held in November 2024, during the 
week in which the Holy Church cel-
ebrates the World Day of the Poor.

In addition to the Vincentian Family meeting, the Pres-
ident General had a busy parallel agenda at the Vatican 
centered on the canonization of Anthony-Frederic Oza-
nam, the highlight of which was the delivery of a letter 
to Pope Francis (see specific article in this newsletter).

familia vicentinavicentinian family

Meeting in Rome of the Executive Committee  
of the Vincentian Family

The President General represented the SSVP and participated in various activities in Rome
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Summary of SSVP International activities in 
2022
Prayers-meeting Famvin (I)
Prayers-meeting Famvin (II)
FamVin 2022 - Beati voi poveri
Famvin Homeless Alliance - Video - World 
Day of the Poor

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/resumen-de-las-actividades-de-la-ssvp-internacional-en-2022.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/resumen-de-las-actividades-de-la-ssvp-internacional-en-2022.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/vfec-famvin-morning-prayer-spanish-eng.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/vfec-famvin-morning-prayer-spanish.pdf
https://youtu.be/7DayCa_amr8
https://youtu.be/8y84EvOHlIU
https://youtu.be/8y84EvOHlIU
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Vincentian Family and the World Day of the Poor
On Sunday November 13 the Church reflected for the sixth year,  
on the WORLD DAY OF THE POOR. In the week prior to that date,  

the Executive Board of the International Vincentian Family  
gathered in Rome.

During the general audience, Pope Francis blessed the 
sculpture “The Shelter”, alluding to the homeless and 
in a reference to the “13 Houses” Campaign that the 
Family has been carrying out for a few years.

Below, view a video of the papal blessing. There are 
also some very beautiful photos of this moment taken 
by our brother Graham West from Australia

vicentinian family

Video

Fotografías

Texto oficial del  
VATICAN NEWS

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-11/pope-francis-unveils-sculpture-dedicated-to-the-homeless.html
https://youtu.be/i_Oiejum_Zs
https://adobe.ly/3V0OwMP
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-11/pope-francis-unveils-sculpture-dedicated-to-the-homeless.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-11/pope-francis-unveils-sculpture-dedicated-to-the-homeless.html
https://youtu.be/i_Oiejum_Zs
https://adobe.ly/3V0OwMP
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CIF Activities for the Vincentian 
Movement for the Year 2023

Click here to access all the information about the 
upcoming courses that the Vincentian International 
Formation Center (CIF) will develop next year 2023 
for the Vincentian Family. These courses will be gi-
ven simultaneously in English, Spanish and French. 

In all the meetings, classes and visits to Vincentian 
places are combined with an intense fraternal and 
prayer life. As a novelty, next year there will be a 
CIF course outside of France.

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/activitie-of-the-cif-for-the-vincentian-movement-2023.pdf
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Letter from Fr. Tomaž Mavrič, CM, on the Occasion 
of the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul 2022

To the members of the Vin-
centian Family throughout 
the world

Dear sisters and brothers,

May the grace and peace 
of Jesus be always with us!

We are fast approaching 
the Feast of Saint Vincent 
that officially falls on 27 
September, but, given the 
reality of a country, the ce-
lebration may be held on 
some other day to allow the 
greatest number of persons 
to attend.

We are seeing the return to 
in-person gatherings, which 
bring us joy and encoura-
gement, since we are able 
again to witness as family, as persons of faith, partici-
pating in the Eucharist and other celebrations that a 
year ago were still hampered by the pandemic. This is 
an additional reason for us to put all our efforts and 
talents into making this observance of the feast of Saint 
Vincent de Paul a memorable one after these past few 
years of very limited gatherings or their prohibition.

In fact, the whole month of September is called a 
Vincentian month. Depending on the structure and 
program of the Vincentian Family in a given country, 
different events, gatherings, and initiatives may be offe-
red throughout the month. These might include days 
of recollection for youth who are discerning a vocation 

vicentinian family

From a Vincentian Family Structure toward a Vincentian Family 
Movement Vincentian. Centers of Spirituality and Formation around 

the World

to the consecrated life, as 
well as formation and cha-
rity initiatives to deepen 
our Vincentian spirituality 
and charism. We also invite 
others, who may not know 
Saint Vincent de Paul and 
the other Saints, Blessed, 
and Servants of God of the 
Vincentian Family, to get to 
know our Vincentian spiri-
tuality and charism through 
our words and deeds.

The title of this year’s le-
tter for the Feast of Saint 
Vincent de Paul is, “From a 
Vincentian Family Structure 
toward a Vincentian Family 
Movement” and “Vincen-
tian Centers of Spirituality 
and Formation around the 
world.”

Not so long ago, the international leaders of the diffe-
rent Vincentian Congregations of Consecrated Life and 
Lay Associations began to gather every year to build 
closer relationships and collaboration, as belonging to 
the same spiritual and charismatic group, even though 
each one retained its own specificity and uniqueness. 
This group began to be called “the Vincentian Family” 
and was symbolized by a tree with many branches. The 
central part of the tree with is roots is our common 
Vincentian spirituality and charism, and each branch 
represents an individual Congregation or Association. 
That is why we often use the word branches, having 
in mind the beautiful symbol of a tree.
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The Vincentian Family, this lovely tree, has being growing 
throughout the years, and continues to do so. Upon 
discovery of new Congregations and Lay Associations 
that are living and carrying out the Vincentian spiritua-
lity and charism, we invite them to join the Vincentian 
Family, adding new growth to this ever-larger tree.

Uniting groups, no matter their origin, in collaborative 
service is part of the Vincentian tradition. Consider 
the introduction to the regulations for the Ladies of 
Charity at the court:

The Company of the Ladies of Charity will be instituted 
to honor that of Our Lord and His Holy Mother and 
the women who followed Him, furnishing what was 
necessary for Him, His company, sometimes the crowds 
that followed Him, and poor persons. It will do so by 
being a patron of and assisting the Companies of the 
Charity of the Hotel-Dieu, the Foundlings, the convicts, 
the little girls of Mesdemoiselles Poulaillon and de Les-
tang, the poor young women serving in the Charities 
of the parishes, the women at the Madeleine, and all 
the good works instituted by women in this century.[1]

Recently, in many countries of Central and South Amer-
ica, so-called Vincentian Confraternities have started 
to emerge, such as the Confraternity of Vincentian 
Lawyers, Vincentian Teachers, Vincentian Translators, 
Vincentian Specialists in the area of Communications, 
etc. They bring together other persons who live the 
same spirituality and charism and feel part of the Vin-
centian Family. The service of the poor unites them.

The structured groups of Women’s and Men’s Congre-
gations, and Lay Associations presently number 165. In 
addition, many other people, attracted and inspired by 
the person of Saint Vincent de Paul and the other Saints, 
Blessed, and Servants of God of the Vincentian Family, 
do not belong officially to any of its branches. They are 
drawn to the Vincentian spirituality and charism through 
books, articles, the internet, radio, television, and social 
media. They would like to further their knowledge of 
the Vincentian way of thinking, speaking, and living, 
thus becoming active participants in the spirit of Saint 
Vincent de Paul, having the right to be called “Vincen-
tians.” Already, a large number of persons who do not 
belong specifically to any group, because of their way 
of living out their lives, serving, thinking, speaking, 
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and acting, embody the Vincentian spirit and charism.        
Here I see the further development of the Vincentian 
Family and this wonderful Vincentian Tree into what is 
becoming a so-called “Vincentian Family Movement.”

What instruments can we use or are we already using to 
offer to the structured groups, as well as those persons 
who do not belong to any group within the Vincentian 
Family, spiritual encounters and courses in Vincentian 
formation, involving them actively in different initiatives 
and projects within the Vincentian Family?

In many parts of the world, this is already a reality or 
is slowly becoming one. Teachers; professors; families 
of students in Vincentian schools, colleges, universi-
ties; alumni of these different institutions; hospital 
and health center workers; other members of the 
staff with their families; social workers; parishioners 
from Vincentian parishes, and individuals, through the 
different means of communication or otherwise, are 
getting to know the Vincentian way. The international 
website of the Vincentian Family, famvin.org, already 
has many materials in the area of formation in Vincen-
tian spirituality and charism. Likewise, other websites 
within the Vincentian Family offer similar formation 
resources through social media to anyone in any part 
of the world.

Many Women’s and Men’s Congregations are forming 
the lay staff in their respective institutions to continue 
the Vincentian spirit and charism. When the time comes 
that the sisters, brothers, and priests leave a school, 
college, hospital, health center, etc., the lay collabo-
rators will be ready to continue the education, health, 
and social service in the Vincentian tradition.

http://www.famvin.org
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In addition to all the above-mentioned persons, there 
are many other groups or individuals living out the Vin-
centian spirituality and charism but not always linked 
to the Vincentian Family, this beautiful tree! How can 
we help them?

This is the second part of this year’s title for the Feast of 
Saint Vincent de Paul, to organize “Vincentian Centers 
of Spirituality and Formation” in the different countries 
in the world where the Vincentian Family is present. In 
some countries, such Vincentian Centers of Spirituality 
and Formation already exist, or different branches offer 
courses in this area already.

Contacting the already-existing centers would allow 
us to learn what materials are available on the level 
of the whole Vincentian Family. We then can invite 
other countries and areas to open Vincentian Centers 
of Spirituality and Formation where they do not exist, 
sharing together the abundant materials already pre-
pared for such centers.

Saint Vincent stressed the need to be formed in order 
to form others, telling a confrere:

I praise God for the number of priests the Bishop of 
… is sending you. You will have plenty of them if you 
take the trouble to form them in the true spirit of their 
state, which consists especially in the interior life and 
the practice of prayer and the virtues. It is not enough 
to teach them chant, ceremonies, and a little moral 
theology; what is important is to form them to solid 
piety and devotion. To do that, Monsieur, we must be 
the first to be filled with the above, for it would be al-
most useless to instruct them on these things without 
giving the example. We must be full reservoirs in order 
to let our water spill out without becoming empty, and 
we must possess the spirit with which we want them 
to be animated, for no one can give what he does not 
have.[2]

In the month of November, the Vincentian Family Exe-
cutive Committee is going to discuss this topic during 
its annual meeting in Rome.

I would like to encourage all the international, national, 
and regional leaders of the structured branches of this 
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beautiful tree called the Vincentian Family to invite as 
many members as possible of the Confraternities and 
the collaborators who do not belong to any specific 
group to participate in the different events that will 
be organized in the various countries throughout the 
month of September.

Please send us pictures and videos of the various ce-
lebrations you organized throughout the Vincentian 
month of September, or short articles about them, to 
these two email addresses, and we will try to share the 
information through different means of communication.

Javier Fernández Chento : chento@famvin.org
Hugo Marcelo Vera, CM : nuntia@cmglobal.org

May Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Saint Vincent de 
Paul and all the Saints, Blessed, and Servants of God of 
the Vincentian Family, intercede before Jesus for us all!

Your brother in Saint Vincent,
Tomaž Mavrič, CM

[1] CCD XIIIb, 441, document 199, Regula-
tions for the Ladies of Charity at the Court 
(Between 1640 and 1649). CCD refers to the 
collection, Vincent de Paul, Correspondence, 
Conferences, Documents, translated and 
edited by Jacqueline Kilar, DC; and Marie 
Poole, DC; et al; annotated by John W. Car-
ven, CM; New City Press, Brooklyn and Hyde 
Park, 1985-2014; volume XIIIb, p. 441 (he-
reafter, CCD, followed by the volume, then 
page number).

[2] Sígueme IV, 555.Carta 1695, a un Superior 
de seminario.

PDF – Letter from Fr. Tomaž Mavrič, CM, on 
the Occasion of the Feast of St. Vincent de 
Paul 2022

mailto:chento%40famvin.org?subject=
mailto:nuntia%40cmglobal.org?subject=
https://famvin.org/es/2022/09/19/carta-del-padre-tomaz-mavric-cm-con-motivo-de-la-fiesta-de-san-vicente-de-paul-2022/#_ftnref1
https://famvin.org/es/2022/09/19/carta-del-padre-tomaz-mavric-cm-con-motivo-de-la-fiesta-de-san-vicente-de-paul-2022/#_ftnref2
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/letter-svp-2022-en.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/letter-svp-2022-en.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/letter-svp-2022-en.pdf
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Advent Letter 2022 by Fr. Tomaž Mavrič, CM

vicentinian family

The Evangelical Counsels: The Universal Call to Holiness

To all the members of the Vincentian Family

Dear brothers and sisters,

May the grace and peace of Jesus be always with us!

This Advent letter is an invitation to pray, meditate, 
and interiorize the “Evangelical Counsels” as a means 
to pursue our journey with Saint Vincent de Paul, a 
“Mystic of Charity.” Jesus is the center of our being, 
our action, our aspirations. For us Christians, He is the 
focus, model, and the One to put in first place in our 
own lives, regardless of whether our vocation is to 
married life, single life, or some form of Consecrated 
life. Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience are indisputable 
and vivid signs in Jesus’s life, for He was poor, chaste, 
and obedient.

Usually when we speak of the Evangelical Counsels 
of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience, we link them 

to persons in Consecrated life. They follow a specific 
path, confirmed by the vows they make. However, 
the Evangelical Counsels are part of the response to 
the universal call to holiness for every Christian, but 
always according to her or his specific vocation, given 
by Jesus Himself.

Jesus remains the prototype of the three Evangelical 
Counsels. Although He had it all, He lived poorly. He was 
chaste, allowing Him great freedom in His relationships. 
He was obedient, expressing with great clarity that 
His mission on earth would develop according to the 
Father’s plan and surrendering totally to His Father’s 
will to the last second of His earthly life, to the cross 
where He exclaimed before returning to His Father’s 
house: “It is finished” (John 19:30).

The foundation for the Evangelical Counsel of Poverty 
is the life of the Son of God:
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Jesus Christ, who having all things, had nothing. He 
was the Master and Lord of the whole world. He made 
the goods that are in it; yet, He willed, for love of us, to 
deprive himself of their use; even though He was Lord 
of the whole world, He made himself the poorest of all 
men and even had less than the smallest animals.[1]

Our common call as Vincentians to serve the poor 
urges us to witness to the world our configuration to 
Christ that began with our baptism and deepens until 
our return to the Father’s house. As Vincentians, our 
priority is not the accumulation of material goods and 
financial resources for our own selfish reasons, for 
we always bear in our minds and hearts that the poor 
are “Our Lords and Masters” who have a claim to our 
resources. Considering how we can assist them helps 
us to live the Evangelical Counsel of Poverty through 
a sober and simple way of life. The Vincentian mission 
places us in the world of the poor. Vincentian poverty 
fosters a community of service and solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters.

It also presupposes patterning our life on the example of 
the poor Jesus, who evangelized the most abandoned. 
Saint Vincent, following a long Church tradition, distin-
guishes between interior and exterior poverty, both of 
which are necessary. Without an external manifestation, 
“spiritual poverty” is not credible. Without spiritual 
motivation, “material poverty” may often be evil.

The Evangelical Counsel of Chastity likewise concerns 
all Christians, obviously those who vow it but also 
persons who are married and those who are single. As 
Vincentians, who are regularly in touch with the poor, 
we must not help them only materially, but also spiri-
tually, approaching the person in a holistic way, sharing 
the value of chastity with them as we evangelize. The 
poor will come to understand Christian relationships 
by how we live in accordance with the Gospel values, 
serving as light and salt for humanity.

Chastity involves interior and exterior continence, 
according to one’s state in life, so that a person’s af-
fectivity and sexuality are lived out with deep respect 
for others and for oneself. Celibacy presupposes the 
renunciation of marriage and the sexual expressions 
proper to it.

For Vincentians in Consecrated life, these two ele-
ments of the vow—chastity and celibacy—are external 
manifestations of a total dedication of one’s life. They 
should be perceived as an undertaking of a “particular 
responsibility: the service of the poor” and not as a 
rejection of familial responsibility. The demands of a 
radical following of Jesus lead Vincentians in Conse-
crated life to offer themselves completely for the cause 
of the Kingdom.

For Vincentians in general, the Evangelical Counsel of 
Chastity helps us to grow in an intimate relationship 
with Jesus. As generous self-giving to others, chastity 
promotes our evangelizing and charitable mission to 
the poor, an expression of generativity and creativity. 
Like poverty, chastity encourages a community of ser-
vice that can be effective only through friendship and 
fraternal relationships.

We are called to develop freedom and mutual support 
through healthy friendships and prudence, leading to 
apostolic zeal. We need to recognize our own weakness-
es, our need for humility, and our reliance on Jesus’s 
indispensable support. Saint Vincent affirms, “Humility 
is a very excellent means for acquiring and preserving 
chastity.”[2] There are moments when fidelity to Jesus 
entails sacrifice. Saint Vincent recommends serious 
sacrifice (mortification) of the interior and exterior 
senses, and knowing how to avoid ways of expressing 
affectivity and sexuality that are not in keeping with the 
celibate life. Because our humanity has its strengths and 
weaknesses, we must speak about difficulties sincerely 
with Jesus and with other people who can support us, 
like our confessor and spiritual director.

The third Evangelical Counsel is Obedience. It speaks 
to persons who are open to Jesus’s message. Despite 
doubts and uncertainty, they surrender to Jesus and 
trust Him, persuaded that, in the end, the path He 
is suggesting we follow is the best. As Saint Vincent 
reminds us, “You will have God’s blessing in actions 
performed through obedience.”[3]

Obedience involves Gospel values and attitudes includ-
ing humility, simplicity, meekness, dialog, the gift of 
listening in married life, in single life, or in Consecrat-
ed life. Even when speaking to consecrated persons, 

vicentinian family
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Saint Vincent often evokes the example of lay people’s 
obedience and deference:

I knew a Councillor of the court… Although he was a 
Councillor and up in years, he never did anything with-
out seeking advice. If no one else was about, he would 
send for his valet, ‘Come here, young Pierre. I have to 
attend to a certain business matter; what do you think 
I should do about it?’ His valet would answer, ‘I think 
you’d do well to act this way.’ ‘Fine, Pierre; right you 
are. I’ll follow your advice.’ And he told me that he felt 
God blessed matters in such a way that any business 
he carried on in that fashion was successful.[4]

When two or more persons cannot agree among them-
selves, especially in serious issues, it is the Evangelical 
Counsel of Obedience that brings them to a state of 
inner peace and reconciliation that they could not 
imagine. As Christians and Vincentians, we strive not to 
have the last word, or be right, but to place ourselves 
in the role of a servant, the one who serves and not 
the one who is served.

May our meditation and interiorization of the Evangeli-
cal Counsels help each of us to respond to the universal 
call to holiness and thus experience great blessings.

How blessed are those who give themselves to God in 
this way to do what Jesus Christ did, and to practice, 
after His example, the virtues He practiced: pover-
ty, obedience, humility, patience, zeal, and the other 
virtues! For in this way they are the true disciples of 
such a Master. They live solely of His Spirit and spread, 
together with the fragrance of His life, the merit of His 
actions, for the sanctification of souls for whom He died 
and rose again.[5]

My Advent prayer for all the members of the Vincen-
tian Family is that you “continue to fear and love Him 
[Our Lord] well; offer Him your difficulties and your 
little services, and do only what pleases Him. In this 
way you will continue to grow in grace and virtue.”[6]

Your brother in Saint Vincent,
Tomaž Mavrič, CM

vicentinian family

[1] Vincent de Paul, Correspondence, Confe-
rences, Documents, translated and edited by 
Jacqueline Kilar, DC; and Marie Poole, DC; et 
al; annotated by John W. Carven, CM; New 
City Press, Brooklyn and Hyde Park, 1985-
2014; volume XI, p. 210; conference 130, 
“Poverty,” 6 August 1655. Future references 
to this work will be indicated using the ini-
tials CCD, followed by the volume number, 
then the page number, for example, CCD XI, 
210.

[2] CCD XI, 162; conference 111, “Chastity,” 
13 November 1654.

[3] CCD VI, 574; letter 2431 to François Villain 
in Troyes, 25 October 1657.

[4] CCD XIIIb, 282; document 160, Council of 
20 June 1647

[5] CCD V, 554; letter 2013a to Joseph Beau-
lac, [1656].

[6] CCD IV, 402; letter 1512 to the Sisters of 
Valpuiseaux, 23 June 1652.

PDF – The Evangelical Counsels: The 
Universal Call to Holiness

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/advent-circular-2022-en.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/advent-circular-2022-en.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/advent-circular-2022-en.pdf
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espirituality

Andrés R. M. Motto, CM.
SSVP International Spiritual Advisor

To take care of ourselves and to provide a better service 
to the poor, I am inviting ourselves to   do many things 
without falling into anxiety, depression or obsessions. 
As a general rule, 70% of our fears are never fulfilled. 
And Jesus in the Gospel tells us many times “do not 
be afraid” (Jn 6:20).

Let us learn how to work together for the liberation of 
the poor. This is our great   and urgent mission, which 
fills our lives with motivation. That is to say, we are 
here to look for adequate ways to evangelize the poor, 
to support works for the promotion of the   needy, to 
organize entrepreneurship, to fight against those who 

perpetuate poverty, such as organized crime or politi-
cal corruption. But let us note that a good part of the 
problems of living together within the SSVP are due to 
minutiae. I remember that once, visiting a Conference 
in Northern Italy, I had a hard time calming the anger of 
a colleague because I had unknowingly sat in her chair! 
Sometimes... how much time we spend on topics that 
do not deserve it or we give them a disproportionate 
amount of space. Precisely because they are trifles, 
let us try not to exaggerate these problems, nor give 
them too much time in the middle of our life, which, 
moreover, is brief.

Service and Peace in Vincentian Work
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Accepting the past is a wise attitude. One must know 
how to analyze the mistakes of the past, be able to 
draw some lessons and leave the matter alone. As the 
saying goes “don’t cry over spilled milk”. Or as a Daddy 
Yankee song says “what happened happened”. In re-
lation to this, I invite you to watch 
the 2021 film called Reminiscence. 
At the beginning of the film it is said: 
“one can become addicted to the 
past”. Symbolically, if the past was 
to see us in the street, it would not 
even recognize us, we are the ones 
who run after it. In short, we must 
know how to let go of the past and 
moderate the future.

That is why the Vincentian must combine great service 
with profound peace. Let us see. In the apostolate as 
in personal life, we must accept the inevitable. I call 
inevitable that which depends almost exclusively on 
others. That which is beyond my will. At the same time, 
we reject the other extreme, which is to be fatalistic. 
As long as there is any possibility to act and to fight, we 
must do so. As we try to be men and 
women of God, let us learn how to 
put everything in God’s hands, the 
big and the small.

Anticipate things with time and 
efficiency. Know that, normal-
ly, there is no single solution to a 
problem. There are always sever-
al possibilities. What I like to say, 
there is a plan A, plan B, plan C... 
Accepting a certain degree of un-
predictability in things. It is not al-
ways a catastrophe. Jean d’Ormesson went so far as 
to say “All happiness in the world in the unexpected”.

Work by avoiding stress. It can even kill us. It is true 
that not all of us are stressed by the same thing.It is 
usually linked to a fear of something important going 
wrong. Sometimes, we can combat it by wishing for 
fewer things or by not being perfectionists. In theology, 
to avoid unhealthy perfectionism, it is often said that 
things go “the human way”.

Likewise, I invite us to focus on the Christian service 
to the poor, not to concentrate on the positions, the 
posts, even to fight or divide ourselves for it. As you 
know, these reflections are useful for all members, for 
the leaders, especially those at the national and inter-

national levels since their service is a 
vocational commitment. Moreover, 
according to their example, many 
others will follow. Therefore, let us 
remain steadfast in prayer, justice, 
humility and charity on the steps of 
St. Vincent and   Blessed Ozanam.

We have foundational examples to 
help us. Vincent de Paul worked with commitment to 
the poor without losing his warm smile and love for 
each person. Antoine-Frédéric Ozaman knew how to 
combat his moments of anguish and uncertainty about 
the future, working hard and intelligently... and at the 
same time placing himself in God’s hands. His watch 
propelled him into the future without ceasing to live 
intensely the present with the poor, his family and his 
brothers and sisters  in the Society.

The philosopher Thomas Hobbes 
in his 1668 book Leviathan wrote 
“Knowledge is power”. This is a great 
truth, but I would add: knowledge 
is power when we are able to apply 
it. Therefore, I share with you some 
questions that will help us to use it.

Could I identify some of my fears?

What topics or issues I am a bit ob-
sessive about?

 Have I ever fallen into depression, for what reason?  

What lifestyle do I project for the poor?

Am I capable of placing my life with all its problems 
and projects in God’s hands?

The Vincentian  
must combine 

 great service with 
profound peace

Vincent de Paul 
worked with 

commitment to the 
poor without losing his 

warm smile and  
love for each  

*person
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world news

EE.UU.
SSVP USA National Assembly
More than 700 Vincentians from across the United State 
joyfully gathered in Baltimore, Maryland, for their 2022 
National Assembly. Over four days, they celebrated their 
fellowship through liturgy, song, and shared stories and 
experiences. International President General Renato 
Lima de Oliveira was able to participate in several of the 
gathering’s key activities

There were plenty of workshops in which Vincentians could share new 
ideas and best practices, on topics including Conference revitalization, 
standards of excellence, and the future of the Society. But it is the unique 
opportunities to grow in faith and friendship that keep so many attendees 
returning to the National Assembly year after year. 

Masses were celebrated each day by esteemed celebrants, including the 
Society’s National Episcopal Advisor, Bishiop Donald J. Hying, and the Ar-
chbishop of Baltimore, Most Reverend William E. Lori. This year’s spiritual 
retreat was led by Catholic liturgical composer Dan Schutte. Titled “Here 
I am Lord — Feeding the Hearts of a Servant,” it was a beautiful time for 
Vincentians to share their faith through song and friendship.
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Friendships new and old were also forged and stren-
gthened at many evening events during this year’s 
Assembly. One evening, attendees visited the renowned 
National Aquarium, where they were able to explore 
aquatic life from around the world. The next evening, 
dozens of Vincentians descended upon Camden Yards 
and cheered the local Baltimore Orioles to a baseball 
victory! 

National Council Members had opportunities to hear 
from this year’s four presidential candidates, then 
participated in preliminary voting, narrowing the field 
down to two finalists for 2023: John Berry and Brian 
Burgess. 

As a special highlight of this year’s Assembly, Interna-
tional President General Renato Lima de Oliveira was 
able to participate in several of the gathering’s key 
activities. In a special address, he shared his wisdom 
with those in attendance. In a beautiful moment near 
the end of his presentation, President Renato led the 

entire room in song, uniting Vincentians in fellowship 
and faith. 

Vincentians returned to their home Conferences ar-
med with new ideas and energy, refreshed in their 
spirituality, and renewed in their commitment to the 
Society’s work serving neighbors in need.

“The energy in the rooms in Baltimore really made it  
feel as if we were finally leaving our pandemic ‘shell 
shock’ behind, and that a real re-founding and revitali-
zation is beginning to dawn across the whole Society,”  
said Tim Williams, National Vincentian Formation  
Director.

world news

Click here for the pictures 
of this event

https://ssvpusa.org/photography/baltimore-national-assembly/
https://ssvpusa.org/photography/baltimore-national-assembly/
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Barbados
SSVP in Barbados 
Barbados is not, on the surface, a large Caribbean island na-
tion, but what it lacks in size it more than makes up for in 
beauty and history.  An interesting fact, it was the first Carib-
bean island to discover and manufacture rum, which is now 
a very important product in practically all the islands of the 
Caribbean Sea

The SSVP also has a rich history since it was established there in 1901.  To-
day, the Central Council of Barbados, which is composed of 5 Conferences, 
is under the dedicated and capable leadership of sister Theresa Springer.  

On Saturday, September 17, the Council held its annual charity dinner 
after three years  under pandemic-induced restrictions.  Although diners 
did not overflow the church hall, many people requested take-out orders, 
which helped make this event a fundraising success.                 

world news
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On Sunday, September 18, the leaders of the Society  
in Barbados participated in a Mass at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral (built in 1848) celebrated by Father Vibert 
Stephens.   Afterwards, the Vincentians enjoyed a 
fraternal luncheon.  

Another interesting historical fact is that, for the first 
time, on June 11, 2021, a native of Barbados was elect-
ed  bishop of this diocese. He is the Most Reverend 
Neil Scantlebury.  His predecessor, the Most Reverend 
Jason Gordon, is now the Archbishop of Trinidad and 
Tobago and is a great supporter of the Society.

On Monday, September 19, the Territorial Vice-Presi-
dent for America 1, Michael J. Nizankiewicz, had a very 

world news

productive meeting with Bishop Scantlebury, in which 
they discussed both the many activities of the Society 
and the challenges the bishopric faces in leading the 
thousands of Catholics in Barbados.

One particular issue discussed at this meeting was a 
house that was recently donated to the Society as part 
of a bequest.  The Society and Bishop Scantlebury are 
hoping that it will be transformed into a “home”.  The 
International Commission for Aid and Development 
(CIAD) has expressed interest in this project and sup-
port is being discussed.

Excerpt from the report of the International Territorial 
Vice-President, Americas 1, Michael J. Nizankiewicz, 
on his visit to Barbados.
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France 
Brother Hubert Derache, new 
President of the SSVP in France
He took up this service position on July 2nd 
after having been president of the Morbihan 
SSVP since 2019

An infantry officer and advisor in various ministerial cabinets, it seemed 
natural to him, after his professional career, to commit himself to the vo-
luntary sector with his membership in the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. 

Brother Hubert Derache has set several objectives for his mandate, amongst 
them, to make the work and service of the Society better known, to invite 
the participation of youth in the conferences, to develop food aid and to 
promote education and training as a means of social reintegration.  

Another of his priorities is the fight against loneliness and social isolation 
and to reach this goal, he will promote projects such as the “café sourire” 
(smile coffee), so that people who 
suffer from loneliness can have 
encounters with Vincentians when 
they can feel listened to and ac-
companied.

world news

Brother Hubert Derache has had 
a busy professional life: from Le-
banon – where he was an infantry 
officer, to Martinique, via Mayotte, 
Polynesia and Isère, not forgetting 
the cabinets of Mrs. Brigitte Girar-
din, Minister of Overseas France 
from 2002 to 2006, and of Mr. 
Marc Laffineur, Secretary of State 
for Defense from 2011 to 2012. 
He will now put all his experience 
and skills into this new position of 
service as National President of 
the SSVP in France, the cradle of 
the conferences, which currently 
has more than 17,000 members 
spread throughout the country.
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He succeeds sister Claire Victory 
in this service position for a term 
of 4 years

Australia 
Brother Mark Gaetani, new 
President of SSVP Australia

Until his election as National Pre-
sident of SSVP Australia, Brother 
Mark Gaetani served as President 
of the Tasmanian Regional Council, 
based in Launceston.

Our colleague had a professional 
career in the banking and finance 
sectors. As a result of his commit-
ment and background in this field, 
he was elected Treasurer of the 
Council of Tasmania in 2016 and two 
years later was elected President of 
the Tasmanian Area Council.

Mark Gaetani is a member of the 
Holy Apostles Conference and ser-
ves the Launceston community.

In 2021, he was one of 12 Catholics 
to receive the Guilford Young Medal 
from Archbishop Julian Porteous for 
his outstanding contribution to the 
Church and civil society in Tasmania.

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
in Australia currently has 45,000 
members, working in more than 
1,000 conferences.
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She succeeds brother Antonio Gianfico 
as head of the Italian members

Italy 
Sister Paola Da Ros, new President 
of SSVP Italy

The new president, a teacher by pro-
fession, has taken on this function 
of service with all the responsibility 
and commitment it requires, and 
has formed a new Executive Com-
mittee with members from different 
regions of the country who will ac-
company her during her term. For 
the first time, the National Council 
will have a majority of women.

With a long membership in the So-
ciety of Saint Vincent de Paul before 
being named National President, 
she has served her brothers and 
sisters as Veneto and Trentino In-
terregional Coordinator since 2017 
and, among her functions, has rep-
resented the SSVP at the “Regional 
table of food surpluses” and at the 
“Table of the Alliance against pov-
erty” of the Veneto zone.

In her statement as the new Nation-
al President, she said: “I intend to 
continue on the path set by those 
who preceded me, paying atten-
tion to new situations and to the 
social, economic and technological 
changes. These are the indicators, 
among others, that suggest we need 
to keep moving because to stop is 
to fall”.
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During the last 25 years, the number of members of the Conference has 
been increasing and it has always worked in harmony with the parish priests.  

The transition in the leadership of the Conference has always been very 
smooth and cordial, and new members, especially young people, have been 
invited successfully to join it. The fraternal love among the members and 
their willingness to give and serve is life-giving. This is truly the strength 
of the Conference, which meets every Saturday morning at 7:30 am.

On July 23, as part of its 25th anniversary activities, a retreat was held for 
the members, led by Fr. John Ogbe, CM.

On July 30, the Conference organized a free Hepatitis B screening and 
vaccination clinic when more than 150 people received the dose.

On July 31, the Conference held a thanksgiving celebration and the tea-
chers who collaborate with the Conference received sewing machines and 
grinders to facilitate the instruction of the students.

Nigeria

The Christ the King Conference 
of Abuja celebrates its 25th 
Anniversary
The Conference was founded on July 20, 1997 with 20 
members and obtained its aggregation on April 20, 1998

The work of the founders of the Con-
ference and the service of some of 
its veteran members were also re-
cognized. In fact, posthumous recog-
nition was given to two of them: Paul 
Nwachukwu and Obiageli Adoro, 
with the wish that their souls may 
rest in peace.
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Colombia
SSVP Medellin, Colombia, 
celebrates 140 years of foundation
The Superior Council takes this opportunity to hold a 
meeting of the National Board of Directors

To celebrate the 140 years of services provided by the SSVP in Medellin 
(Colombia), the “National Vincentian Meeting” was held in that city 
September 23 to 25.  These were three days of intense discussions and 
reflections with the aim of analyzing the quality of Vincentian actions of 
the past and improve performance for the future.

The place chosen to hold the meeting was the Archdiocesan Seminary 
“Redemptoris Mater”, where the General Council International had held 
the V Ibero-American Meeting in 2012. The theme chosen for the event 
is a phrase of St. Vincent de Paul: “Charity consists in loving our Lord and 
serving the poor with joy, enthusiasm, constancy and love”.

According to the President of the Particular Council of Medellin, Brother 
José Luis Cadavid Aroca, the objective of the event was to bring together 
not only local Vincentian leaders, but also those from all over the country. 
For this reason, the Superior Council took advantage of the occasion to 
hold a meeting of its  Board of Directors, under the presidency of Bro-
ther Rafael Enrique Mora Navarro. The SSVP Medellin currently has 180 
members working in 25 conferences.
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Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira, 
16th President General, participated 
in this meeting with two online pre-
sentations: “Vincentian formation: a 
perspective from the General Coun-
cil” and “Good practices worldwide 
to overcome poverty”. 

Click here to read the pro-
gram, in Spanish only.

Click here to read the SSVP 
2021 Management Report 
in Medellín.

PDF - Good prac-
tices in the fight 
against poverty

PDF - Vincentian 
Formation (in Engli-
sh)

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/programacion-encuentro-nacional-vicentino.pdf
https://issuu.com/ssvpdemedellin/docs/informe_de_gesti_n_2021_p_ginas
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-superacion-del-hambre.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-superacion-del-hambre.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-superacion-del-hambre.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-formacion-2022.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-formacion-2022.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-formacion-2022.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-superacion-del-hambre.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/medellin-ponencia-formacion-2022.pdf
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With the motto: “The Joy of Serving”, we began our Assembly in person 
at the Cerro de Cubilete, in Silao, Guanajuato, on the Mountain of Christ 
the King, where they blessed the new National Council of Mexico. At this 
location we left a thank you from the Society of St. Vincent de Paul that 
will be in their museum. 

Afterwards, we went to the retreat house of the Expiatory Temple of 
Leon, Guanajuato, to begin the activities of formation and updating of 
Vincentian documents that every member should know.

We had the assistance of Vincentian Priests: Father Juan Rodriguez Gaucin 
Provincial Visitor CM, our National Spiritual Advisor, Father Luis Lusarreta 
CM, in addition to Father Fernando Vallejo CM and Father Ricardo Gomez 
Neder CM who gave us very good formation presentation. We worked on 
the SWOT Analysis by regions then reflected on the theme of Discipleship 
according to Jesus.

Our Eucharists were enlivened by the OJAR Conference choir.

Each region reported on its activities and goals achieved during the year.

The National Council also 
presented its annual financial 
and activities report as well 
as the Twinning report. The-
se reports were sent to the 
Regional Presidents 15 days 
before the Assembly so that 
they could review them and 
offer comments on the day of 
the Assembly. 

Sister Ma. Guadalupe Santiago 
Santiago H.C., reminded us of 
our Vincentian Spirituality with 
a very motivating talk. 

The Assembly took place July 29, 30 and 31, in Leon, 
Guanajuato, with the participation by members from all 
regions of the country.

Mexico 
176th National Assembly of Mexico

The topic of formation was discus-
sed and the manuals of Vincentian 
Spirituality and Formation were pre-
sente. We were encouraged to read 
and use the new documents sent by 
the CGI (Governance Framework) 
and the letters recently sent by the 
CGI to be analyzed in order to be 
prepared for the election of our next 
International President. 

To conclude, it was agreed that the 
next venue for the 2023 National 
Assembly will be Monterrey, Nuevo 
Leon. 
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The Vice-presidency for Youth, Children and 
Adolescents of the Council General International met 

in Paris September 7 to 9, 2022
The meeting was organized by brother William Alves, current Vice-President of youth, 
children and teenagers. It was attended by 9 Youth Territorial Delegates (YTD) and the 
virtual presence of 2 more YTD as well as the Coordinator of the Children & Teenagers 

Department

The meeting began with a spiritual reflexion on  the 
theme “Ozanam’s Servant Leadership, model for young 
people” led by CGI Spiritual Advisor, Father Andrés 
Motto, CM. In his talk, Father Andrés motivated the 
young people to be examples of leadership to other 
young people.

We highlight here 10 characteristics listed to be a good 
Vincentian leader, especially among young people: “1. 
To be pious. 2. To have goodness in helping others; 
virtue should not be lived in a rigid way, it should be 
adaptable. 3. To be self-sacrificing and not lose the spirit 
of brotherhood. 4. To have experience in the conduct of 
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charitable works. 5. To know how to keep the Society in 
the paths of simplicity and freedom as God is teaching 
us. 6. To be capable of gaining the trust and respect 
of others. 7. That by his closeness and familiarity he 
may be able to befriend the younger members of the 
Society. 8. To always be a bond of unity. 9. To lead an 
exemplary life. 10. To unite charity with the prudence 
that preserves it. Fulfilling this decalogue is an ideal  
whcich we should strive to achieve, even with our 
limitations. “

Bro. Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16th President General, 
then gave a presentation on the Strategic Plan and the 
General Council’s initiatives for the benefit of young 
people, children and teenagers, highlighting:

•  II Meeting in Salamanca in 2018, which  brought 
together more than 120 young leaders, national 
coordinators, and the publication of a Special Ma-
gazine on this meeting;

•  SSVP International Vincentian Youth Day, which has 
been celebrated on July 4th, since 2017;

•  The proclamation of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati as 
Patron of the Young Vincentians of the SSVP;

•  The special collection to pay for youth work, held 
annually in July by national councils and conferences 
around the world;

•  Publication of the Manual on the foundation of Youth 
Conferences in universities and colleges.

•  The brilliant performance of young people during 
the pandemic, with various social actions and  virtual 
meetings held;

•  The Ibero-American Youth online meeting in 2020;

•  The online training meeting for National Youth Coor-
dinators in 2021;

•  The work of the Committee in the organization of the 
World Youth Day in Panama and the International 
Meeting of the Vincentian Family during this period;

Willian Alves also explained the progress made by 
the Commission so far, stressing that all this work has 
been possible thanks to the support of each territorial 
delegate and highlighted other initiatives by the Inter-
national Committee:

•  Better communication with national youth coordi-
nators;

•  Implementation of the Children and Teenagers De-
partment;

•  Development of the youth census in 2019 and its 
update in 2021;

•  International Friendship Network Project;

•  Vincentian Youth Exchange Project online;

•  Progress in the training of National Youth Coordina-
tors;

•  Revitalization of young people’ role in the SSVP;

•  Visit to the Vatican’s Dicastery for Family, Laity and 
Life and the Secretariat for Youth Affairs of the Holy 
See in 2019;
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•  Concrete actions and gestures promoted every year 
by young people on July 4th, highlighting relevant 
issues of social importance such as the environment, 
fraternity and quality education;

•  Organization of a Cultural Contest that will award 
12 young Vincentians with a trip to World Youth Day 
2023 in Lisbon, Portugal;

Also during his presentation, brother William Alves 
emphasized that the International Youth Committee 
has the mission within the CGI to be the mentor and 
motivator of the activities related to youth in the SSVP, 
working in close harmony with the national councils. 
These councils should implement the best strategies for 
the work and mission of the youth in SSVP. The impor-
tance of appointing a national youth coordinator and 
the formation of a national youth committee by each 
national council is being reinforced during this mandate. 

Throughout the day, brainstorming sessions were held 
on specific topics led by the Territorial Delegates:

Debate 1: “What looks like a young Vincentian in the 
Society? What is he/she looking for and how to make 
the SSVP more attractive to young people?” - led by 
Boipelo (Territorial Delegate -  Africa 2).

A broad analysis and discussion was held on the first 
International Manual (Guide) of the National Youth 
Committees of the SSVP, which will contain general 
guidelines for the appointment of national youth coor-
dinators and how to set up a national youth committee, 
its role and responsibilities. This discussion was led by 
brother Edgardo Fuentes (Territorial Delegate - Ame-
rica 2), with the participation and collaboration of all 
those present. The Guide is expected to be officially 
launched in 2023.
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In the afternoon, the young delegates visited a confe-
rence formed by young people from the Central Council 
of Paris and carried out a missionary activity with its 
members in the streets to distribute hot meals to the 
homeless. President General Renato Lima participated 
in this activity.

The second day of the meeting be-
gan with a moment of prayer led 
by brother Arturo (Territorial Dele-
gate America 3) who emphasized 
“Blessed are the young people of 
the SSVP who are at the service of 
the poor and the humiliated, bles-
sed are we who are at the service 
of the SSVP”. “

Continuing with the day’s agenda, 
a third brainstorming session was 
held, led by brother Luke (Territorial 
Delegate - Oceania), outlining effective strategies for 
the new membership of the Council General and how 
young people can contribute positively to the entire 
international structure in their various fields of activity.

This was followed by a presentation on “Communi-
cation strategies for inviting young people into the 
SSVP”, given by brother Marcos Perassoli (CGI Commu-
nications team), who emphasized the importance of 
making good use of social networks 
to attract young people and spoke 
about how to communicate with 
this audience in an assertive way.

The agenda of this day included a 
detailed presentation of the <SWOT 
Analysis> of each territorial region. 
Each delegate presented the rea-
lity of young people in his or her 
region and made an assessment of 
the strengths, opportunities, weak-
nesses and threats in relation to the work of the SSVP 
Youth in each national council.

On the last day of the meeting, the spiritual reflection 
was led by Brother Gabriel (Territorial Delegate Asia 2).

The young people listened to a talk by Claire-Victory 
(President of the National Council of Australia) on “The 
young founders, today’s youth and motivations for 
youth leadership”. She emphasized the importance of 
looking at the examples of the founders in order to have 
good youth leaders today who know how to delegate, 
listen to others, and take care of their physical, mental 

and spiritual health, maintaining a 
good personal connection with all 
members of the group without falling 
into individualism.

Sebastián Gramajo (CGI International 
Assistant Vice-president) was also pre-
sent and emphasized the importance 
of Ozanam’s sanctity.

To conclude the meeting, participants 
discussed the achievement of the Stra-
tegic Plan’s objectives before the end 

of the current term and the transition for the new team 
that will start its work in 2023, as well as the activities 
for the end of 2022 and next year.

At the end of the day, the young people, together with 
the Board of Directors of the General Council, attended 
Holy Mass on the feast day of Blessed Antoine Frédéric 
Ozanam and visited the crypt where the body of the 
main founder of the SSVP lies, a special moment for 

the delegates.

Brother Willian Alves emphasizes 
that the meeting was positive and 
exceeded his expectations: “I con-
sider that these 3 days of meetings 
were a success, we had the oppor-
tunity to strengthen our friendship 
as an international committee, we 
were able to share our ideas and opi-
nions with much respect and sense 
of belonging to this great mission. 

At the same time, we assessed our work with all the 
opportunities for improvement with proposals for 
the next President General and Board of Directors. In 
short, they were very productive days and surely many 
good things will come out of this meeting in Paris”.

The agenda of this 
day included a 

detailed presentation 
of the SWOT 

Analysis of each 
territorial region

To conclude the 
meeting, participants 

discussed the 
achievement of 

the Strategic Plan’s 
objectives

youth
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in home visits. I experienced the 
students’ friendliness, compassion 
and empathy towards the impoveri-
shed neighbouring villages through 
the voluntary work in the farms and 
homes. In one particular visit, gui-
ded by the Catechist, we assisted 
a grandmother and grandchildren 
to harvest dry maize from her small 
farm and thereafter enjoyed a lively 
conversation over porridge. In many 
times, as young students, we recei-
ved advise and blessings from the 
families we visited.

Being part of this conference brou-
ght some of the most memorable 
moments. The gift of the youthful 
age, serving alongside friends and 
the opportunity to give hope to tho-
se who needed it the most within 
and outside campus. Even today, 
the Conference continues to serve 
the community and fellow students 
in need.

Soon after campus I joined my home 
Conference where we run an educa-
tion program that promotes equity 
of access to education for children 
from poor families through provi-

Growing in faith through 
neighbourly love

I joined the SSVP when I was a University student. During the August 
holidays, I was invited to a SSVP training workshop at Machakos Area 
Council and had the opportunity to learn about the SSVP and its 
scope of service. Much of the work done by the SSVP was similar to 
the community service work done by Catholic students at my Uni-
versity. When University reopened, we created the Conference of St. 
Augustine’s Chaplaincy at Egerton University and started engaging 
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sion of learning materials and tuition fees. At present 
we support 6 children; one in high school and the other 
five in primary school. Being at the forefront in this 
education program has taught me a number of things, 
one them is being dependent on divine providence. 
When we began the program with our first girl now in 
high school, we had a vision and a mission to enable 
the girl and more like her to access education easily. 

Despite the challenges we have faced as a Conferen-
ce in making this a success, we have become better 
persons, perhaps even as parents as we care for this 
children. Journeying together with our girl in high 
school through her studies and seeing her grow and 
become an intelligent and assertive teenager puts a 
smile on my face and keeps the zeal to assist more 
children. My Conference settled on this project as it is 
through education that we can assist our beneficiary 
families to have a bright future.

Volunteering with the SSVP has helped me 
to develop a listening ear, be more 
compassionate and empathetic 

in my daily doings. As we visit our beneficiary families 
in their homes, we get to listen as they narrate their 
sorrows and joys and try to connect with them as we 
find solutions together.

I believe that for faith to grow you have to put it in 
practice, and so, in doing works of mercy as Vincen-
tians our faith grows. As we pray for and with the 
poor, as we mobilize resources for them, as we visit 
the prisoners then we are able to see God in others 
and find a path that can lead us to fulfilling our true 
purpose in this world.

Urbanus Kinuthia. “Our Lady of Lourdes”. Youth 
Conference. Machakos, Kenya

youth
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Results of the 
international competition 
to promote quality 
education 

On June 14th, 2022, Brother Willian Alves, Inter-
national Vice-President for Youth, Children and Ado-
lescents, introduced the international competition 
“Young Vincentians: Committed to quality education 
to fight poverty”.  

The idea of holding the contest came from brother 
Renato Lima de Oliveira, 16th President General In-
ternational, and had the full support of all the Board 
members, since the strengthening of Vincentian youth 
is one of the strategic objectives of this mandate.

The objective of this contest was to select social pro-
jects with a focus on quality education as an effective 
means of combating poverty, to be implemented in 
Vincentian countries. 

The participation period began on June 15 and ended on 
October 15 of this year. During this period, 43 projects 
were received in which young people from the following 
nationalities participated: Brazil, Nigeria, India, Kenya, 
South Africa, Honduras, Guatemala, Philippines, Chad, 
Ghana, Tanzania, Botswana, Mozambique, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Nepal, Malawi and Haiti.

The competition jury appreciates the participation of 
the 43 young people who submitted their proposals 
and congratulates them for the very creative and in-
genious projects they developed. 

Among the projects received are the following: training 
for teachers and volunteers, creation of educational 
spaces, preservation of endangered languages, edu-
cational camps, library habilitation, early stimulation 
for educational disorders, among many others. Each 
Vincentian territory is encouraged to follow up on the 
projects submitted and review costs and budgets so 
that they can become reality. 

The winners of the contest are: 

- Juliana Joseph.  Haiti. America 1.
- Cecilia Monterroso. Guatemala. America 2.
- Andrea Flores.  Honduras. America 2.
- Juliana Rosa.  Brazil. America 3.
- Iohannes Henrique. Brazil. America 3. 
- Felipe Porto.  Brazil. America 3.
- Irene Mutinde.  Kenya. Africa 1.
- Polit Edward.  Nigeria. Africa 1.
- Gijon Cox.  South Africa. Africa 2.
- Félix Manjate.  Mozambique. Africa 2.
- Arum Sharmila.  India. Asia 1.
- Philip Cortés.  Philippines. Asia 2.

The laureates will attend the 
International Youth Meeting 
of the Vincentian Family and 
participate in World Youth Day, 
July 29 to August 6, 2023.

Many thanks to all participants and congratulations 
to our winners!

International Competition Jury.
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Depaul had been working in 
Ukraine for more than 15 years 
when the war broke out on 
February 24, 2022, carrying out 
humanitarian work based on 
the development of community 
networks, like the Catholic relief 
network at the local level

SSVP and Depaul 
partnership agreement 
delivers first results in 
Ukraine

The links with the community and the experience of 
all the years of work on the ground, have enabled 
Depaul to identify where the need was greatest and to 
respond quickly once the conflict broke out, bringing 
urgently needed food and transporting hygiene and 
medical supplies to the worst affected areas. In fact, 
Depaul is currently helping more than 20,000 people 
a day, and for many it is the only source of food and 
the only contact with the outside world.

United by our common commitment to serve the 
poorest, the SSVP General Council International signed 
a collaboration agreement with Depaul International, 
donating 10,000 euros per month for a minimum of 
twelve months. This funding is helping the humani-
tarian program that is carried out from Depaul’s Day 
center in Kharkiv and is saving the lives of more than 
165 people a month, through the delivery of food 
and hygiene items that maintain the health, life and 
dignity of people in vulnerable situations.

About 1/5 of the people assisted by Depaul cannot 
access food distribution points and have no means 
of obtaining food. For this reason, home visits have 
remained a mainstay of its humanitarian response. In 
Kharkiv, 6,475 people receive weekly food hampers 
and more than 1,100 people receive a hot meal daily 
during the month of September.

In addition to all these initiatives, Depaul is preparing 
a special winter relief program, with the distribution 
of materials to repair bomb-damaged homes and 
survival kits to help people survive the brutally cold 
winter months.

According to the 16th President General of the SSVP, 
brother Renato Lima, this collaboration with Depaul 
International is essential to improve assistance to 
those who suffer, since the number of Vincentian 
conferences in Ukraine is small (only 5 groups) and 
financial resources are scarce. “Thanks to this effective 
and strategic collaboration, we can help much more. 
I hope that this senseless war will end soon, and that 
the Ukrainian people will once again live the peace 
that Jesus Christ came to bring us,” stressed President 
Lima de Oliveira. In December, Mr. Renato Lima will 
be in Eastern Europe to learn about the humanitarian 
projects developed by the SSVP and Depaul to help 
Ukrainian refugees.
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“The Hong Kong Hymnos Festival  
Society is an initiative that promotes 
music education and talent development 
as well as concerts for the general public

Music for hope. Online 
concerts to spread the 
word of God

for Hope” with the participation of various artists to 
promote religious classical music to spread the word 
of God through music.

For more details, you can visit their website www.
hkhymnosfestival.org. A web link for donations has 
been added  for those who wish to collaborate to 
this initiative.

This Society has two Vincentians among its founding 
members and, as they themselves comment: “this is 
another way of evangelizing and reaching people’s 
hearts”.

During November 12-26 period, “The Hong Kong Hym-
nos Festival Society” held the online event “Music 

http://www.hkhymnosfestival.org
http://www.hkhymnosfestival.org
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Recommendations for visiting the poor

María Luisa Téllez
International Vicepresident for Training and Formation

In the previous issue of the Ozanam Network,  we 
issued a series of recommendations for Active Liste-
ning. In this edition, we are going to do the same but 
changing the objective to concentrate on our visit to 
the person in need, whether at home, at our point of 
service,  in the street, at the food bank...

1.- Putting ourselves in God’s hands. Before meet the 
person in need, to pray and ask the Holy Spirit for 
mercy, wisdom and understanding.

2. To demonstrate affection. There are thousands of 
welcoming gestures that can be effective: a handshake, 
a touch on the shoulder, a look in the eyes, a smile, not 
showing haste by looking at our watch or at the door 
continuously as if inviting them to leave.

3. To value them. Every human being, regardless of his 
or her situation, is a man or woman conferred with 
dignity just for being so, and this fact is recognized by 
philosophers, writers, theologians and thinkers.

We, Vincentians, know that we are meeting God’s child, 
therefore he is our brother, our sister. In practice, we 
must evaluate the progress in areas discussed with 
him/her that may improve his /her life: hygiene habits; 
time planning andpersonal  finances; job search....

4.- To be concerned with his/her life. Asking him/her 
about family, about health, about life challenges. This 
is the moment to speak to the person in need of a 
merciful God, without trying to make an apology, in 
a natural way.
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5.- To be polite. Just as we are with our friends and family. They deserve 
respect and to be listen to.

6. To help them discover and strengthen their qualities and skills. Every 
person is the bearer of certain personal values and skills that we must 
try to discover and enhance.  These can be ways to find a job or fill their 
free time. 

We must discover these qualities and skills, without imposing ourselves, 
to help them in their recovery process. To do this, it is essential to practice 
good listening skills.

7. To make constructive criticisms. This topic will be discussed in the next 
Ozanam Network.

In summary, we must approach the needy with humility, recognizing their 
dignity as human beings, not from the asymmetry of believing ourselves 
superior, but with sincerity and a spirit of service, recognizing ourselves 
at the service of the Lord and in service to them.
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2nd International Workshop for 
Territorial Formation Delegates 

The International Vice-Presidency for Formation and Training of the Council 
General International held the 2nd International Formation Workshop on 

November 3rd and 4th, 2022 in Madrid (Spain), with the participation of the 
delegates who coordinate this work around the world. The first formation 

workshop also took place in Madrid in 2018. 

This event began with the national 
anthem of Spain and the SSVP an-
them “La Luz”. The opening prayers 
were recited and the official opening 
of the event took place. Brother 
Juan Manuel Buergo Gómez, Na-
tional President of Spain and 3rd 
Assistant Vice President General, 
welcomed the participants, deli-
vering a truly inspiring speech in 
which he quoted Frederic Ozanam 
to recall the ultimate purpose of the 
conferences: “The strongest bond 
and the principle of true friendship 
is charity, and charity cannot exist in 
the heart without spilling outwards; 
if we visit the houses of the poor, it 
is less for them than for us, it is to 
make us better and more friendly”.

After the opening address, the 16th 
President General, brother Renato 
Lima de Oliveira, spoke about the 
progress in formation from 2016 to 
the present, highlighting the publi-
cations, manuals, books and brochu-
res published, the formation events 
held (online and face-to-face) and 
other activities that have stimulated 
formation during his term of office. 
“The General Council is above all 
communication and strategy and 
formation efforts follow this line 
of thought,” said the President Ge-
neral.

Maria Luisa Tellez, International Vice President for Formation and Training, 
presented some of the initiatives related to formation, particularly the 
webinars held during the pandemic, the literary contests related to the 
seven founders, the relevance of the “Brief Guide to the Conferences” and 
the expansion of the Universal Formation Program. During her presentation 
she commented that “a good formation is the gateway to enhance our 
spirituality in the pursuit of holiness”. In a second presentation, she gave 
the delegates some indications so that the formation could reach all the 
Vincentians    in the most effective way possible, emphasizing the need 
to communicate a clear and structured message based on the knowledge 
of the Vincentian charism and focused on the love of Christ.

The territorial delegates presented their reports highlighting the current 
situation of the formation  in the different countries that make up the 
International territorial vice presidencies, listing the events and activities 
that have taken place during this mandate and plans for the future. It 
was a very enriching moment, in which it was possible to perceive the 

international formation
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importance of the Vincentian work and formation to 
fulfill the objective of strengthening the SSVP.

A productive discussion followed in which different 
ideas and suggestions for improvement were discus-
sed. Some of the most important challenges for the 
formation were identified, such as: the language barrier 
in some continents, the need for more resources and 
technology in developing countries, the need for more 
formation material, particularly for young people and 
the challenges caused by the pandemic, which still 
persists and has affected the way we relate to each 
other, even the model of the formation workshops. 
Finally, a consensus was reached to expand the Universal 
Formation Program from 16 to 20 modules, which will 
be announced in Rome in June 2023.

At the conclusion of the event, the President General 
stated that “formation is dynamic, so the SSVP must 
always be up to date in order to offer the best”.

The more educated the members of our Society are, 
better will be the quality of care for the needy and bet-
ter will be the relationship between us, the members”.

The General Council is immensely grateful to the Na-
tional Council of Spain, host of this event, for the warm 
welcome and the affectionate manner in which all the 
participants were received.
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Opening speech by member 
Juan Manuel Buergo Gómez.

PPT of partner Renato Lima, in 
English only.

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/en-discurso-juan-manuel-buergo.pdf
http://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/en-discurso-juan-manuel-buergo.pdf
https://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/en-presentation-pgi.pdf
https://www.ssvpglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/en-presentation-pgi.pdf
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A Life. Book 
about Amélie 

Ozanam

This is the portrait of the 
woman who walked with 

Frederick Ozanam and 
accompanied him
beyond his death

“My heart is big enough to love 
much”. This quote from Amélie 
Ozanam, née Soulacroix, could rep-
resent what her life was like, which 
is chronicled in this book written in 
collaboration by Matthieu Brejon 
de Lavergnée, historian and coor-
dinator of the work, by Magdeleine 
Houssay, descendant of Frédéric and 
Amélie, by Father Leonard de Cor-
biac, editor of the correspondence 
between Amélie and Frédéric, and 
by Francisco Javier Chento, editor of 
Frédéric Ozanam’s work in Spanish.

Amélie is presented in the book as a 
woman full of life, cheerful, creative 
and charming, who married Frédéric 
Ozanam, the main founder of our 
beloved Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul at 20 years old.

Amélie, with her tender and com-
forting love, her attention to oth-
ers, her deep and generous faith 
and her interest in political, social 
and religious current affairs of her 
time had a profound influence on 
the character and thinking of her 
husband to whom she remained 
faithful until beyond his death.

This detailed biography is accom-
panied by a selection of Amélie’s 

letters, many of them unpublished, 
allowing us to discover a woman 
who expresses with simplicity and 
frankness her thoughts, the joys 
andsorrows of her daily life.

On August 14th, 2020, on the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of Amélie 
Ozanam, and in recognition of her 
figure and the importance of women 
in our Society, the Council General 
International proclaimed that this 
date would henceforth be the cel-

comunicación / divulgacióncomunication

ebration of the International SSVP 
Women’s Day.

The book is 
currently available 

in French and English.

https://www.leslibraires.fr/livre/20403928-amelie-ozanam-une-vie-1820-1894-matthieu-brejon-de-lavergnee-salvator
https://ssvpusa.org/product/amelie-ozanam/
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My dear brothers and sisters, we are celebrating the 
Lord’s Christmas, a time of renewal, tolerance, and 
reconciliation.

The birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ fills us with hope 
and peace. The Holy Family of Nazareth is the greatest 
example of compassion and love. We feel God’s grace 
filling our hearts through Jesus the Savior. This grace 
is transforming lives, saving souls, healing the ills of 
the world.

Christ is God’s greatest gift to humanity. Christ is life! 
Without Him, we are nothing. Without Him, we are 
all poor.

May the “yes” of Mary also be the “yes” of humanity. 
Welcoming the refugee, the sick, the miserable, as we 
do with Christ.

Today, more than ever, we need to spread Christ’s 
message throughout the planet. To all who suffer, 

to the persecuted, to the wronged, to those without 
hope. To all excluded brothers and sisters, the invisible 
ones of society.

May Jesus reign in the hearts of all, and may the grace 
of God fill us with blessings. To end wars, violence, 
prejudice and intolerance. The world needs peace. 
The world needs forgiveness. The world needs love. 
The world needs empathy. To build a less unequal and 
more just world.

These are the wishes of the General Council Interna-
tional of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul for the 
entire Vincentian Family.

And that in 2023, International Year of Jules Gossin, 
2nd President General, we build a world with more 
solidarity and fraternity among peoples. 

Happy Year 2023.

comunicación / divulgaciónchristmas

Christmas Message 2022
Council General International

https://youtu.be/FIgSof2z5Ck
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MISSION
A network of friends, 
seeking holiness via the 
personal service to the 
poor and the advocacy 
for social justice.

VISION 2023
To be recognized 
as a world wide 
organization, which 
promotes the integral 
human development of 
those most in need.

VALUES
• Service

• Spirituality

• Humility

• Charity

• Empathy

Formation
Ongoing process for all 
members

Youth
30% of members under 35 
years of age

Twinning
Building a global network of 
spiritual and material support

Expansion
Presence in 
all countries

Vincentian Family
Permanent and closed 
collaboration

Solidarity
International and local 
partnerships

Global Aid
Revamping fraternal aid and 
development

Communication
Renew with the use of world-
class technology

CGI Structure
Constant search for 
accountability and efficiency

National Councils
Support to maximize 
effectiveness

1
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strategic goals 2016-2023
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