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POVERTY, PROPHECY AND THE VISION OF FAITH 

 

Warm greetings to my friends in the SSVP, during this beautiful month of September. We all 

know that the problems of poverty and deprivation are among the most pertinent topics for our 

organisation. Our Christian vocation leads us to alleviate the spiritual and sacramental needs of the 

most disadvantaged people, but also to help them resolve their material and social problems.  

The SSVP has, over time, gained increasing numbers of members devoted to eradicating 

poverty, doing this from a more mature perspective: in other words, trying to eradicate the policies 

which create poverty and marginalisation. This means also having a more prophetic role in society. 

Our Vincentian spirituality tells us that holiness can come especially through our promotional action 

on behalf of the poor. This is why we want to highlight the efforts undertaken by many of our members 

to resolve the issues of deprivation. It is a sign of joy within the SSVP, that thousands of people are 

working to eradicate poverty.  

Poverty declares itself as a harsh reality. As the world emerges from the Covid pandemic, many 

of our fellow creatures do not enjoy a dignified life. Suffering individuals and whole populations are 

calling out, demanding justice, human rights, decency and true democracy. We know that often within 

these situations of poverty, there are also found injustice, selfishness, human greed, and incompetence 

among those who govern. The weak, those without a voice or any power in society, are usually ignored, 

humiliated, cheated and exploited. They are wounded in their dignity as children of God. We promote 

a Christianity which does not close its eyes to the difficult human problems, or to unjust social 

conditions. 

So in this reflection, we will strengthen our vision of faith and our prophetic voice on behalf of 

the poor. Poverty has “theological density” through two relationships: the relationship with Christ and 

the relationship with the Church. The first is expressed as “a mysterious presence”, the second as a 

“questioning”. The Christian response is given expression in solidarity and in the preferential option 

for the poor. 

Inspired by the Gospels, we turn to the first of the beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount. 

The words of Christ about the poor must not allow us to forget injustice. On the contrary, they mobilise 

us to seek solutions to social problems. God’s will calls us all to conversion: to create a more just 

world. All social classes can unite in solidarity and service. We must not lose the share of our own 

humanity which leads us to grieve on behalf of others, and seek solutions.  

We can consider the parable of Lazarus in terms of the presence of luxury and destitution 

existing side by side, emphasising the sense of frustration among the oppressed. This is a reality in so 

many of the cities around the world. The Gospel condemns the rich man who is unaware of the hardship 
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suffered by the poor man Lazarus. This parable should arouse a lively social conscience.  

The parable of the Last Judgement reminds that as Vincentians, we have many “encounters” 

with Christ in this life. Our life on earth is a continuous succession of meetings with Christ, present in 

our neighbour, especially those who are poor, sick and marginalised. Jesus identifies with the poor, 

and judges us on how we serve them. Occupying ourselves in this way is the best means to follow 

Jesus. 

For us, Christ’s example is paramount. In other words, we see that in the Gospels, Christ 

protects the poor and takes on their own condition. Passing on the Gospel message to them is one of 

the strongest signs that the Kingdom of Heaven is coming. Just as the Son of God cured, healed, 

multiplied food, brought people back to life...these are all signs that this is the Kingdom the Father 

wants. Jesus proclaimed the Good News to everyone, without exception, although giving preference 

to and choosing the littlest ones, the poor and suffering. Those he loved above all others. Today, he 

invites us to continue his “prophetic dream”. The Christian who wants to be faithful to Jesus must 

bring love and justice into the world of the poor. Creating a more human, more just social order is to 

continue the mission of Christ, going out to proclaim the Good News of the salvation of God. 

The relationship between Christ, the poor person and the Church is based on the Gospel itself. 

Christ gave preference to the poor in his own evangelisation; an evangelising Church cannot forget 

them. The Gospel is a message of love and fellowship, a message of justice and solidarity. It carries a 

message of peace and of a just social order. 

Faced with this evangelical teaching, the SSVP's most coherent response is solidarity in action. 

Experience often tells us that there is a cause-and-effect relationship between the wealth of some and 

the poverty of others. Solidarity therefore seeks to transform society through profound change. But at 

times, it can be costly to spread solidarity worldwide, challenged by inefficiency and corruption in 

public authorities, by the indifference of many who could collaborate, by organised crime, and by the 

complicity of many in the media who attack the Church when she is serving those in need. The SSVP 

feels called to be alongside the poor multitudes, to discern the justice of their cries and help them to 

bring this into reality, without losing sight of the common good. 

The option for the poor makes solidarity effective, in the search for social transformation. We 

must recognise the ineffectiveness of private acts of benevolence, top-down means of helping the 

unfortunate, while leaving in place the socio-political structures which perpetuate poverty.  The option 

for the poor is prophetic and transformative. Our organisation does well to declare itself as committed 

to the poor. So that, if any one of our members is a creator of poverty, or lacks interest in the excluded, 

that person is called to a profound conversion of heart. Each one of us, as an individual and in a 

Conference, has some power, and we must use it to serve social justice, it is incumbent on us to apply 



3 

 

it to serve in solidarity with those most in need. 

We can reflect on this in our hearts, responding to the following questions whether individually 

or as a group: 1. Do I let myself be inspired by the model of Jesus, who came to bring good news to 

the poor? 2. How do I demonstrate my option for the poor? 3. On what solidarity projects am I working 

at the moment? 4. Am I inspired to embody a social model which is different from the model that 

creates and perpetuates poverty? 

Andrés R. M. Motto, CM.  
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