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This is a time of both great challenge and opportunity in the
history of the Society not only in Africa but across the whole
world. We have since our last meeting in South Africa
continued to demonstrate God’s love practically to our
fellow brothers and sisters in need through existing and new
services. This, we have managed to do despite, and I hasten
to add, even during the pandemic.
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As a Society globally, we have set a goal through SSVP Plus of
improving the lives of more people by increasing the Society’s
presence in most parts of the world - increasing our
humanitarian impact.
Country by country we strive to increase our global impact,
saving lives, feeding families struggling to put food on the
table, rebuilding communities devastated by disasters, and
bringing help to the most vulnerable and hope to those who
struggle.
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In this regards we have seen the Society grow in
volunteer numbers, mission delivery, and in new
Conferences being established in Liberia and the
reactivation of the Society in Tanzania.
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Our humanitarian service can evolve, and our impact can
increase with increased presence. Our presence must be seen
and felt not only by existing members but must also be extended
to those countries into which we aspire to grow. This means the
senior members, especially the I.T.V.Ps, Coordinators, and
National Presidents must visit more. The I.T.V.Ps, Coordinators,
and National Presidents play a vital role in identifying the
countries where the SSVP may be established. They occupy the
frontline positions, without which the SSVP Plus initiative cannot
achieve positive results.
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Our profile has also grown positively during this period
mainly due to our continued engagement with the Church
hierarchy and clergy. This has provided opportunities to
speak and provide information and knowledge about the
Society in our various parishes by presentations and talks
with our fellow parishioners, enabling us to gain greater
support and resources for our mission
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During this period we have also been honoured by President
General’s visit to a number of countries in Africa, this in
addition to a number of official visits he undertook since he
took office. The visit to our continent was certainly a
memorable event and an occasion to interact with President
General on a face to face basis but also a morale boost to
membership in those countries which had the privilege of his
visit.
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Despite these achievements the past years have proved to be
years when much improvements needed to made in gaining
ground on youth recruitment into the Society. We have not
done well in this regard and still lag behind in many countries
in Africa. We need more concerted effort to attract young
people into the Society. They are the future of the Society and
our assurance of continued growth and existence of the
Society in our continent.
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Another area in which we have not done so well in the area of 
communication. We will discuss further on this topic in my 
next presentation.  
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We need to strengthen Conferences and National Councils to 
enable members to function more effectively and efficiently.
How will we achieve this   
We will strengthen Conferences and National Councils by ensuring 
training programmes are implemented at all levels and increase 
access to training opportunities. This means I.T.V.Ps, Coordinators 
and National Presidents have to work collaboratively with Training 
Coordinators at national and international level and also ensure 
that support is given to the Trainers to implement the training 
programmes.    
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IMPROVE VISIBILITY

People should recognise our logo and what we do. Our 
communities, Church members, need to know who we are, what 
we do  and how they can serve humanity with us.

Enhanced communication without compromising our ideals, the 
respect and confidentiality of those that we serve.

Our goal should be to become the best-known organization in the 
Church for works of charity so that others may join us in taking on 
the humanitarian challenges facing our world today.         
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A GLOBAL NETWORK OF LOVE

It all started so small, so long ago with a hand full of members. 
From a single idea planted by Frederick Ozanam and his 
companions in the city of Paris, in 1833, to our growing global 
network of Conferences of more than 800,000 men and women in 
more than 140 countries and geographic areas around the world, 
we have endured. We are part of this global net work of love. Let 
us continue to develop and promote the Society in Africa, ensuring 
also that Conferences which are struggling are given the support 
they need to stay the course.                
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Thank You 

Merci beaucoup

Obrigado

Asante 

Ke a leboga


