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As we announced in our previous issue of Confeder@tioNews, 
the International Executive Committee of the Confederation 
(IEC) met in Salamanca, Spain, as it does every year in which the 
Plenary General Assembly of the Society does not meet. This 
issue reports briefly on the different events and meetings that took 
place on that occasion and in particular on the announcement by 
President General that an early elective Extraordinary General 
Assembly (EGA) will be held in May 2010.  
 

All participants in June 2009 meetings 
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Thus, as he indicated in his traditional International Executive Committee opening talk 
(available on www.ssvpglobal.org) President General José Ramón Díaz-Torremocha has 
decided to resign one year before the end of his second term of office. He repeated that the 
current situation (particularly the changes necessary for the new Rule) had forced him to 
stand for a second term, but that a President General should only serve for one term. Much 
progress has been made on many key issues of his Presidency, and so the time is right for his 
successor to take over. Here are some examples of these successes… 

J.R Torremocha 

The true globalisation of the Society, as pretty well demanded by the General Assembly in Fatima (Portugal) in 
1999, has now materialised, as represented by the IEC and the other main Society bodies of the Society: there 
are 10 nationalities on the Board, 18 on the Permanent Section, once almost exclusively French people, and 8 
nationalities on the Technical Territorial Commission. 
 
Council General’s chronic financial deficit was also a problem that President Torremocha did not wish to hand 
over to his successor. The Superior Councils, working with an international economic authority, and with 
excellent management on the part of our Australian fellow members, we are on the brink of achieving properly 
balanced accounts. 
 

Vincentian Youth also remained a challenge until this second term of office, but 
last year for the first time ever, we witnessed the gathering together of young 
Vincentians from all over the world. This meeting was a great success in terms of 
numbers attending, and because of the importance of the issues dealt with and the 
quality of our young friends’ conclusions. The International Youth Committee 
(picture) is now at work.. 



��������������	
����
 ��
�

N° 21 – 31 st July, 2009 
 

 
Page 2 

Vincentian Training  also remained a concern. Today, however, it seems that the time has come when we may 
rely on this formation, at least at basic levels, over the coming months: the “Bailly-Lallier Foundation of the 
Society of St Vincent de Paul” has been enthusiastically approved by the Board.  
 
The beginnings of our Society’s presence in China (see Confeder@tioNews n° 19), and everything it stands for is 
also a emphatically historical move forward by the outgoing Presidency.  
 
Last, but not least, even if from a more symbolic point of view, after adopting our international logo,      the 
Confederation has just chosen a magnificent anthem that will soon be online on our Web.  
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During these meetings, the President General has also announced the nomination of          
Mr Huáscar Nabuco de Abreu Filho as Vice-President General to replace Michael Thio, 
who did amazing work, not to mention his devotion for the Society and love of the poor.          
Br. Michael Thio remains President of the Territorial Technical Commission.  
 

M. Thio et H. Nabuco 

A Brazilian Vincentian, long time close friend of Council General, Huascar Nabuco has been International 
Territorial Vice President for South America and the Caribbean, and then President of the Reconciliation 
Commission. We wish him every success in his new position.  
 
Mr Nabuco, as Vice-President General and according to the international Rule of the Society (article 3.6 and 
onwards of the International Statutes), is responsible for the organization of May 2010 election, forming the 
Electoral Board along with the Secretary General and the General Treasurer; you will find the details on 
ssvpglobal.org.  
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The Board (picture) discussed several strategic and current issues, and 
each member presented a report about his own area.  
Treasurer General Ian McTurk mentioned the improvement of CGI’s 
financial situation and the importance of consolidating the Concordat’s 
work and of ensuring 2010 EGA funding. Secretary General Erich 
Schmitz presented the office’s current work, particularly on the update       
of the statistics of the Society around the world.  
 
African Commission President John Meahan presented 9 projects in hand, and the conclusions, which were 
satisfactory in spite of difficulties. International Youth Committee chairman Julien Spiewak drew a picture of 
their first year of work, the first meetings and their international cooperation projects as well as their 
organizational plans for a Vincentian Family Youth meeting on the occasion of Madrid 2011 WYD. Lastly,       
the International Spiritual Adviser, Father Yvon Laroche, RSV, presented his views on his role and on the 
importance of establishing solid links between National and International Spiritual Advisers.  
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The Permanent Section was meeting as such and also as the Governing Board of the Confederation, as required 
by French Law. It listened to the reports of:  
 
- the Delegate for Aggregations and Institutions (David Williams): 38 Councils in 9 countries and 760 

Conferences in 22 countries registered in November 2008 and June 2009. A specific certificate is being 
designed for the children or youth Conferences which cannot claim Aggregation; 

 
- the Delegate for the Rule (D. Williams) about the internal Statutes of the countries: the statutes of 13 new 

countries have been approved. The countries that have not yet submitted their statutes will be sent standard 
statutes that will apply at once. They may amend them and submit them 
for CGI’s approval;  
 

- presentation of 16 newly elected or re-elected Presidents; 
 

- the Secretary General of the Bailly-Lallier Foundation (Matthieu Bréjon 
de Lavergnée) the aim of which objective is to set up a common 
programme of formation for all Society members, including the spiritual 
and historical dimensions. The members of the Foundation’s “Study 
Committee” have starting discussing issues, such as the contents of the 
training courses, a more suitable legal framework, location and funding; 

Working… 

- the VinPaz leader (Larry Tuomey) : summaries of missions to Madagascar (suspended), Haiti, Ukraine, Cuba, 
and of the Training programme in Africa; 
 

- the Henri de Vergès Holding company (Maria de la Concepción Tuero Alvarez), which did not register any 
purchase or sale of shares in 2008; 
 

-  the Delegate for the Vincentian Family and for Relations with the Vatican (Marco Bétemps): work with the 
Family on Systemic Change, preparation for the celebration of the 350th anniversary of the deaths of St Vincent 
de Paul and Ste Louise de Marillac, work with the new Presidents of Pontifical Councils for the Pastoral Care 
of Migrants and for Health (malaria)  

 
- the International Youth Delegate (see report to the Board, previous page); 
 
- the African Commission Chairman (see report to the Board, previous page); 
 
- the Technical Territorial Commission (Michael Thio) who summarized the projects approved in 2008 and so 

far in 2009; 
 
- the General Treasurer (see report to the Board, previous page); 
 
- the Second General Vice-President for the Structure (Brian O’Reilly) who announced that its reform is being 

worked on together with all the Territorial Vice-Presidents and Coordinators so as to improve its efficiency; 
 
- the European “Mobility Project” representatives (see Confeder@tioNews 20). 
 
As the Governing Board, it declared the closure of the accounts for 2008. 
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The International Executive Committee heard the reports of the 7 International 
Territorial Vice-Presidents present on their respective regions. The members had 
also received a hard copy of President General and Secretary General’s annual 
reports as well as Treasurer General’s financial reports. Those three reports were 
approved by the majority. The Committee also listened to the report of the 
representatives of the “Concordat”: CGI’s deficit is decreasing and it is expected 
to break even in 2009. But these encouraging results do not mean the stable 
situation will endure. All the countries need to unify their efforts and realize that 
the money gathered belongs to the poor. 

The 7 Territorial Vice Presidents, the Vice 
President for Structure and Michael Thio 

The IEC approved the reappointment of the current members of the Financial 
Committee which manages the Concordat and also approved the 2010 budget by a 
majority. 

 
The IEC also attended the presentation of the new Webpage www.ssvpglobal.org, by our Webmaster, Paco 
Jardón, which replaces ozanet.org with a much more active interface, as it will allow some members to post items 
and information directly through a secure server. This page will be described more in detail in a forthcoming 
issue of Confeder@tioNews on communication.  
 
In addition, the members of the IEC and of the Permanent Section received the CGI Annual Report 2008, which 
is available online.  
 

Help us to support the Society! 
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You can send your donations by cheque to the Confed eration’s Offices 

Or by bank transfer to: 
Banque CIC- Paris Bac 

2 Bd Raspail  75007 Paris, France 
IBAN°. FR76 3006 6100 4100 0105 8120 129 

SWIFT : CMCIFRPP 
In the name of: Confédération Internationale - Soci été de St Vincent de Paul 
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The 2010 Extraordinary General Assembly will take place 
from May 28th to June 1st, at the Vincentian Fathers’ 
Spirituality Centre in Salamanca, Spain, in the presence of 
representatives from each of the countries where the Society is 
present, several members of Council General and guests. The 
Assembly, under the motto “From hope to Service” will offer 
conferences on a range of subjects: systemic change in and for 
the poor, formation in the S.S.V.P, and youth and recruiting in 
the Society.The new President General will take up office on 
September 9th, 2010, the feast of Blessed Frederic Ozanam.  

Participants in Rome General Assembly, 2003 


